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~ ~The-Green Party secured a stunning win in the election last month Credit Jonathan Perugia

Greens secure historic win as
Labour vote plummets

by Marco Marcelline

he Green Party has

won control of Wal-

tham Forest Council

in a stunning upset

that reduced Labour to being

the main opposition party with

just 15 seats, down from the 47
they won in 2022.

The Greens, who said they

were “ecstatic” with the result,
went from zero to 31 seats,
while the Conservatives won
14 seats, up from 13 in 2022.
In a town hall first, the Greens
have agreed a rotating leadership
model that will see Forest ward
councillor Paul Perkins lead the
council until May 2027. He will
then trade places with the cur-
rent deputy leader and Cann

Hall councillor Eva Tabbasam.
Following the result, Cllr Per-
kins said: “Residents have chosen
hope over complacency, and a
fresh start. We now have a respon-
sibility to rebuild trust, stabilise
the council and show what a
genuinely community-led Green
administration can achieve.”
The Labour Party saw their
traditionally strong level of

support evaporate in Waltham-
stow, Leytonstone and Leyton.

In a social media post, the
party later attributed their loss
to voters “wanting to send a
message” to a national govern-
ment that “had not delivered”
on Labour’s progressive values.

Former council leader Grace

Continued on page 3 —

Walthamstow’s
solar power plan

Dubbed the Walthamstow
Power Station project, a vision
to put solar panels on every
Walthamstow home has gained
awave of public support

by Marco Marcelline

ore than 130 local
streets have expressed
interest in a solar

power project that campaigners
hope could eventually see panels
installed on every Walthamstow
home that wants it.

Dubbed the Walthamstow
Power Station project, it was
started by eco activists Dan
Edelstyn and Hillary Powell,
who slept on their roof for 23
days in November 2022 to fund
the costs of installing solar pan-
els on every house in their street.

The artists eventually raised
a total of £113,000 which was
then used to subsidise the costs
of installing panels on 35 homes
in Lynmouth Road.

Now the project is being
expanded with the help of
Walthamstow MP Stella Creasy,
and it comes amid rising oil prices
tied to geopolitical instability
and war in the Middle East.

Solar panels don’t come
cheap; the average upfront
outlay for a standard 3—-4kW
solar panel system in the UK
ranges from £5,000 to £8,000,
Continued on page 6

Energy Secretary Ed Miliband and Walthamstow MP Stella
Creasy i t-artists Dan and Hilary
Powell and councillors Credit Nicola Tree Photography
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How Waltham Forest voted:
The full breakdown

2022 results ————

2026 results

Chingford Green

Endlebury

Hatch Lane
& Highams
Park North

Larkswood

Hale End
& Highams
Park South

Higham Hill

Chapel End

Upper
William Waltham-
Morris stow

High
Street
Wood

Street

Markhouse

Leytonstone

Lea Bridge

Cann
Hall

Cathall

Vote share

Ward

Elected candidates

Cann Hall

Eva Tabbasam
Tom Hainge
Peter Richardson

Cathall

Rachel Barrat
Aisha Abubakar

Chapel End

Layla Rosa
Sue Wheat
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Chingford Green

Mitchell Goldie
Kay Isa

Kelly Summers

Endlebury

Roy Berg
Emma Best

Forest

Simone McNichols-Thomas

Paul Perkins

Grove Green

Charlotte Lafferty
Paul Treacy

Hale End & Highams Park South

Rosalind Dore

Hatch Lane & Highams Park North
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Marcelo Hart-Camus

Higham Hill

Louise Ashcroft
Karen Bellamy

Em Dean

Hoe Street

Miriam Mirwitch

Larkswood
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Lea Bridge

Liz Briggs

Rosie Rowlands

Leyton

Daisy Richards
Rob Gardner
Demetrius Williams

Leytonstone

Denise Alder

Rosemary Warrington

Markhouse

St James

David Berrie
Martin Edobor

Upper Walthamstow

Valley

William Morris

Kizzy Gardiner

Solene Fabios
Clyde Loakes
Johar Khan
Chante Johnson
Anna Kerr

Yusuf Patel

Afzal Akram
Jemma Hemsted
Toby Garrett
Grace Williams

Ben Copsey

Wood Street

Richard Sweden
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ELECTION SPECIAL

‘Enormous appetite for
change’: How election
results day unfolded

Cathall candidate Rachel Barrat
was the first of 31 new Green
councillors at Waltham Forest

Town Hall Credit Penny Dampier

Dispatches from the election count on Friday, 8th
May, the day Waltham Forest turned Green

by Marco Marcelline

he election count at

Walthamstow Assem-

bly Hall on Friday,

8th May began with
restrained excitement from the
Green Party, whose cheers grew
only louder as it became clear
that they were tearing into previ-
ous Labour strongholds.

Their first win came with
the earliest declaration, as the
Greens’ Rachel Barrat unseated
Labour cabinet member Naheed
Asghar in Cathall and claimed
her party’s first-ever council seat

Walthamstow MP Stella Creasy
attended the count to show

support to her Labour colleagues,
many of whom lost their seats
Credit Penny Dampier

in Waltham Forest.

With 872 votes on a turnout
of 31.63% — one of the lower
turnouts in the borough reported
— ClIr Barrat said she was “sur-
prised” but “very excited” to get
started as a councillor.

As the afternoon wore on,
the results started coming thick
and fast for the Greens, with
the party winning their first full
slate of candidates in Lea Bridge
—and wiping out Labour.

Liz Biggs, Solene Fabios and
Rosie Rowlands won with
2,433, 2,236, and 2,304 votes
respectively — while Labour’s
Shabana Dhedhi trailed behind
with 1,087 votes.

This victory set off a chain
of further full-slate wins in St
James, High Street, Cann Hall,
Grove Green and Leyton, and
the party eventually secured the
magic number of 31 seats with
the announcement of Higham

Hill ward, where they unseated | |

two Labour councillors.

Green Party scalps included i

the Labour cabinet member
for community safety Khevyn
Limbajee, cabinet member for
finance Paul Douglas and adult

and social care cabinet member
Louise Mitchell.

Former council leader Grace
Williams and deputy leaders
Ahsan Khan and Clyde Loakes
managed to keep their seats
amid tight battles in William
Morris, Hoe Street and Leyton-
stone wards.

Speaking after the final results
were announced, Rob Gardner,
elected to represent Leyton ward
and Green Party co-chair, said:
“These amazing results demon-
strate the enormous appetite
for change felt by people in
Waltham Forest after years of

-.Waltham Forest Conservatives were all
smiles after a solid result across Chingford
Credit Penny Dampier

Labour domination. Our mes-
sage of hope and positivity has
clearly made a huge impact, and
to go from no councillors to
overall control is phenomenal.”

Chanté Johnson, newly elected
to represent Markhouse ward,
said: “Again and again on the
doorstep, we heard that people
want change. They want a coun-
cil that is open and transparent
about the challenges ahead, and
involves residents in the deci-
sions that affect their lives.

“Everyone has worked so hard
during the campaign, includ-
ing the hundreds of volunteers
who knocked on doors, spoke
to neighbours and built a huge
swell of support.”

As the Green confetti settles
on Waltham Forest Town Hall,
attention will now turn to how
its new and inexperienced lead-
ers will handle the considerable
task of running a cash-strapped
council facing burgeoning social
care, housing, and infrastruc-
ture demands.

The Echo will follow that task
closely in the months ahead.

Keep up to date with the latest council
news at walthamforestecho.co.uk

Continued from page 1

Forest ward councillor Paul Perkins will serve as
council leader until May 2027

Cann Hall councillor Eva Tabbasam will lead the council
from May 2027 to May 2028

Williams retained her William Mor-
ris ward seat but stepped down as
local Labour lead, with former chil-
dren and young people cabinet lead
Kizzy Gardiner succeeding her.
Meanwhile, the Conservative
Party saw off a more muted than
expected challenge from Reform
UK, picking up all three seats
held by ex-Tory defectors on top
of snatching a seat from Labour’s
Elizabeth Baptiste in Valley ward.
The party’s leader Emma Best
told the Echo she was proud of the
“strong campaign” the party had
run in the north of the borough,
and pointed out the exceptionally
high turnout that was witnessed in
Chingford Green (51.42%).
Reform’s Chingford Green can-
didate Matt Davis blamed his par-
ty’s performance on the “lack of
time” they had to organise a cam-
paign. “We had just six months,
and the Tories had been campaign-
ing for a year plus. It was always
going to be tough to win,” he said.
Faiza Shaheen, who ran against
Sir Iain Duncan Smith in the 2019
and 2024 general elections had
backed the Chingford and Wood-
ford Green Independents, who
failed to pick up seats in Lark-
swood and Valley wards.
Meanwhile, attempts by the Lib-
eral Democrats to secure a seat in
the borough’s south failed — with
their best performance in Grove
Green more than 1,000 votes short
of the winning candidates.
The turnout for the election was
arecord 42.08%.
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Here come the Greens: Lea Bridge councillors Rosalind Rowlands, Liz Biggs, Soléne Fabios, and Markhouse councillor Chanté Johnson outside the election count on
Friday 8th May. Reflecting on the result, Clir Biggs said: “We’ve shown what can be achieved when you have the community behind you. We will continue to work hard for

Waltham Forest. The real work begins now!”

Credit Penny Dampier

‘Wire theft’ leaves hundreds of
Walthamstow homes without power

Around 400 households around Maynard Road were
affected by the incident on 14th May

by Nicole Bowen

undreds of homes in
Walthamstow were
left without power in
May after suspected
electrical wire theft caused major
disruption in the E17 area.
Around 400 households near
Barclay Road and Maynard Road
were initially affected after the
incident was reported at about
5.30pm on Thursday, 14th May.
Waltham Forest Council said
the outage was “caused by elec-
trical wire theft” and confirmed
it was working with UK Power
Networks (UKPN) and the Met-
ropolitan Police on the issue.
Engineers restored power sup-
plies to all properties bar three
homes where access hadn’t been
granted to do safety checks.
UKPN said the outage was
caused by vandalism to the elec-
tricity network, which triggered

a “neutral fault” after a cable
was damaged.

The company warned this can
cause “voltage fluctuations”,
meaning engineers must carry
out safety checks at affected
homes before power can safely
be restored.

In a statement, the council
said it was “providing a range
of support to those in the area
and protecting the most vulner-
able residents affected by the
power cut”.

Council teams and partners

carried out overnight door-
knocking to support affected
residents, with torches, power
banks, food and drink distrib-
uted to homes in the area.

UKPN support services were
operating in the area, includ-
ing a food van outside Shern-
hall Street at the junction with
Maynard Road while further
customer support vehicles were
stationed on Barclay Road and
Shernhall Street.

The company added: “We
understand how difficult this

Maynard Road in Walthamstow Credit Google Streetview

is for our customers and have
customer service staff on site
to visit homes, provide updates
and support.”

A Metropolitan Police spokes-
person told the Echo: “Ataround
5.30pm on Thursday, 14th May
police were called to reports of
a theft at a power sub-station in
Waltham Forest.

“Officers attended alongside
the London Fire Brigade and
UKPN where it was observed
that copper wire had been
removed and stolen.

“No arrests have been made
however enquiries are ongoing
to trace those responsible.

“We are in contact with UKPN
and local agencies who are sup-
porting residents and businesses
affected to ensure the area is safe
while our enquiries continue.”

Anyone with information is asked to
contact police on 101, quoting CAD
7314/14MAY or Crimestoppers, anony-
mously, on 0800 555 111

New Green
administration
probe finances

by Sebastian Mann, Local
Democracy Reporter

reen Party council-
lors are conducting
a “thorough review”
of Waltham Forest
Council’s troubled finances after
winning control of the town hall.

A spokesperson for Waltham
Forest Greens has said that
“council finances are a huge
concern” and “understanding
the full extent of the situation
is our priority”.

“As we didn’t have any coun-
cillors on the previous council,
we’re only now able to access the
records and will be conducting
a thorough review,” they said.

“We also want to work con-
structively with officers and
re-elected councillors from other
parties who will have plenty of
experience and local knowledge
to share about this.”

The Greens have called the
housing shortage “one of the big-
gest challenges both nationally
and locally,” with residents “suf-
fering from a lack of affordable
properties and insecure renting”.

In February, Labour council-
lors voted to borrow £19million
from the central government to
balance a £17m black hole in
the budget.

Labour councillor Grace Wil-
liams, then leader of the council,
said it was a long-term move
that would prevent further bor-
rowing in the future.

She had long warned that
“difficult decisions” were
needed in order for Waltham
Forest to avoid financial doom.

The borrowing was criticised at
the time by the local Tories, who
said Labour had been flaunting
the “taxpayer’s credit card”.

The Conservatives are no lon-
ger the main opposition at the
council, however, as they won
14 seats to Labour’s 15.

The Waltham Forest Greens’
spokesperson said the pres-
sures mean “we need to be
strategic and more transpar-
ent about spending and devel-
opment decisions,” which is
why residents “will have a
greater say in plans that affect
their neighbourhoods”.

“We can only solve all the chal-
lenges faced by residents through
openness, longer-term thinking
and decisions rooted in commu-
nity participation,” they said.
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Waltham Forest College @

London
College |

for 16-18 year old
student achievement

Waltham Forest College has been ranked
Number 1in London for student
achievement among 16-18-year-olds in
the National Achievement Rate Tables
(NARTSs) for Further Education in England
2024/25, rated ‘Outstanding' by Ofsted,
and is one of the UK's highest-performing
further education institutions.

Right here in Waltham Forest!

Ofited

Outstanding
Provider

M 02085018501  QQ wwwwaltham.acuk @ 707 Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 4JB O0ONOO
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Less than 1%

of Waltham Forest bike
thieves charged by police

Just 27 people were
charged with bicycle
theft in the past
five years, despite
nearly 3,000 offences
being reported

by Nathan Clarke

ess than 1% of reported bike

thefts in Waltham Forest

between 2020 and 2025 have

led to a charge, as residents
complain about “disinterested police”
and “poor investigations”.

Just 27 people in Waltham Forest
have been charged with bike theft
offences since 2020, despite nearly
2,931 bikes being reported stolen in
that period.

A Freedom of Information request
submitted by the Echo has revealed
the borough’s bike theft hotspots, with
Walthamstow wards High Street and
St James being the worst-hit with 347
and 258 thefts reported between 2020
and 2025.

In contrast, Chingford Green and End-
lebury wards have seen just 23 and 13
reported bike thefts over the same period.

Last year, bike thefts in St James
ward reached a five-year high with 71
bikes reported stolen last year, more
than twice as high as the previous year.

High Street remained a main tar-

get for bike thieves in 2025, with 40
offences last year, followed by Chapel
End (39) and William Morris (27).

In all, 450 bike thefts were reported
to police in the borough in 2025, a mar-
ginal decrease on the year before (482).

423 of those offences in 2025 saw
the investigation close with no sus-
pect identified and the crime investi-
gated “as far as reasonably possible”.
Only nine bicycle theft suspects were
identified last year, with four for-
mally charged.

Wood Street resident Sam Baynham
had his bike recently stolen from the
bike shed in his apartment complex,
where several other bicycles were
also taken.

He told the Echo that he contacted
police and the management company
of the building as soon as he noticed
the theft — but that no suspect was
ever identified.

“The police were quite responsive
initially saying they would send some-
one out to have a look, but within an
hour the case was closed because there
were no leads,” he said. “I couldn’t
believe it.”

Sam offered to assist the police
by checking CCTV — which he says
offered a clear view of the bike shed
— and through speaking with neigh-
bours who had also lost bikes, but
felt the police were “uninterested” in
pursuing the thieves.

“It felt like I was doing the investi-
gation for them,” he said.

Responding to data uncovered by

the Echo, he said the findings were
“unsurprising but incredibly frustrating”.

“I've had two bikes stolen in my life,
and both times nothing has been done
by the police,” Sam added. “It’s no
wonder it’s so prolific because nothing
gets done about it.

“I get the police are busy and under-
funded, but a bit more compassion
wouldn’t have gone amiss — they just
felt disinterested. It’s astonishing to
think how many people are out there
stealing bikes and getting away with it.”

According to the London Cycling
Campaign, an estimated 40,000 bicy-
cles are stolen in London every year
— with only 2% ever recovered. The
group has warned that a “significant
proportion of people who have their
bikes stolen simply stop cycling”.

Superintendent Sarah Jackson, the
Met’s neighbourhood policing lead for
Waltham Forest, said: “We recognise
the significant impact bike theft has
on victims — from the financial loss to
the inconvenience it causes.

“By carrying out targeted patrols
in theft hotspots and using intelli-
gence to identify repeat offenders,
we continue to drive down neigh-
bourhood crime.

“In Waltham Forest, theft has fallen
by 19.3% this year to date and resi-
dential burglary is down 10.6%.

“We urge cyclists to protect their
bikes, including security markings and
registering them, and to report theft
right away so officers can act quickly
and improve the chances of recovery.”

‘This is about cutting
people’s bills’

Continued from page 1 —

including VAT and installation. For larger systems
or those paired with battery storage, total installa-
tion costs can range from £8,000 to over £14,000.

At a public meeting about the project organised
by Creasy on Wednesday, 30th April and attended
by Energy Secretary Ed Miliband, residents explored
how they could make Walthamstow go solar.

Speaking to the Echo following the event at
Willowfield School, Creasy said: “At the moment,
this project is about getting people and neighbours
organised locally to figure out and create a number
of options for how they can lower bills through
solar energy.

“I want this to be as accessible as possible and 'm
not interested in a scheme that isn’t for everyone
in the community. Every person in Walthamstow
should and can have access to clean, cheap energy.”

Creasy says that through ongoing conversations
with energy providers and solar panel installers
she’s “hopeful to pool together all sources of fund-
ing and cut outlay costs” for residents.

One of these potential funding pools is the gov-
ernment-run Great British Energy’s £1billion Local
Power Plan, which aims to ensure that communities
directly benefit from the energy they help to produce.

Speaking about the fund, Millband said: “I
don’t decide who gets money from this fund
but this is an incredibly exciting project, and
I really wish you the best of luck with it — and
count me as a massive supporter.”

According to Edelstyn and Powell, if the UK
government was to install solar panels on every
house in the country, the cost would be made back
within a ten-year period.

During the 2024 General Election campaign
when Edelstyn stood against Creasy as an indepen-
dent candidate and won 288 votes, the Waltham-
stow MP offered to help expand the power station
project and she organised a screening of their doc-
umentary POWER STATION in the Houses of
Parliament last year.

Dan and Hilary are however keen to stress that
their project receiving backing from Labour figures
such as Creasy and Miliband does not mean they
are politically aligned with the party.

They said: “We endorsed Green candidates locally,
and we found it a struggle to get the [Labour-run]
council on board with our plans for a community-
owned power station in the borough.

“So we’re conscious and wary of our plans having
been co-opted by Labour, especially as they face a
lot of pressure from the Greens.”

Ultimately though, they say they’re heartened by
the support for the scheme the project is receiving
from people across Walthamstow, and by the sheer
numbers in the room.

Hilary said: “There was excitement and questions
in the room about microgrids, equitable energy
sharing and cooperative ownership and the next
steps needed. There are still massive challenges
[though] around actually accessing the government
finances and legislation changes needed to make
this happen at scale.”

Find out more about the POWER STATION project here: power.film

The next screening of ‘POWER STATION’ in Waltham Forest is Friday
5th June, 7.30pm at Forest Cinema Walthamstow - book tickets:
forestcinema.co.uk
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Busy Bees Pre-School

Suramer Playscheme for
Children qged 3 +o @ years

BUS‘V BEEs

P- cuul

3rd August-14th 2026

Open 9am-3pm, Monday-Friday
Morning Session £15, All-day session £25
Please contact us for more details

Open Term Time Only

Children aged 20 months to reception age
Monday to Friday

Hours: 9am-3pm | 8.45am-11.45am |
12.15am-3.15pm

Breakfast Club starts at 8.15am
Tea Time Club 3.15pm-4pm

Ofsted Registration 146918 - graded “Good”
Registered Charity Number 1049439
Address: 20 Bailey Close, Top of

Normanshire Drive, Chingford E4 9HG

We are providing a range of fun activities, including
art and craft, sports, bouncy castle, cooking, and
special themed days.

Busy Bees Pre-school was established in 1968 and
provides opportunities for children to learn through
play. We have a large outdoor area for the children to
use, we accept 15/30 hour Codes (we are registered
to accept government-funded childcare entitlements),
and we can be flexible with times.

By choosing Busy Bees Pre-School in Chingford,

you can rest assured that your child is in safe and
competent hands. All staff are qualified from level 3
and above, in childcare and education, all are dbs
checked and hold a paediatric first aid certificate.
Many of our staff are trained in working with chlldren
with additional and complex needs.

Website: www.busybeespreschoolchingford.co.uk
Telephone: 020 8559 4473

Mobile: 07483 316221

Email: busybeeschingford@hotmail.co.uk
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Trepidation, uncertainty, and rage:
Dispatches from the picket line at
Henry Maynard Primary School

*
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Scores of teachers were on strike at several schools

Teachers strike outside
F Henry.Maynard School,
& on Monday 18th May
# - Credit Tim Cole

-

across Waltham Forest last month as the National
Education Union alleges jobs are at risk

by Charlene Rodrigues

cores of teachers, joined

by parents and their chil-

dren, stood outside Henry

Maynard Primary School
in Shernhall Street, Walthamstow,
last month, chanting: “No ifs, no
buts, no education cuts”.

With the backing of the National
Education Union (NEU), Henry
Maynard teachers were striking
for at least three weeks to protest
alleged “redundancies and budget
cuts” that they say could threaten
up to 20 jobs at the school. Three
other schools — South Grove, South
Chingford and Belmont Park —also
joined in the strike action.

NEU members say that these
staffing cuts will severely impact
the quality of education and sup-
port for students.

For nearly ten parents the Echo
spoke to, the three weeks of strike
action were a mix of “disruption,
uncertainty, trepidation, coupled
with joy” as they juggled childcare,

homeschooling and work. Over-
whelmingly, they were undeterred
in their support for the teachers.

Victoria Tackley, a mother of
three with children aged seven
to 13, has seen over the last
decade how budget cuts have
put a severe strain on schools’
teaching, especially for children
who require special educational
needs (Send), which is extra sup-
port for learning.

At Henry Maynard Primary Sch-
ool, support is available within a
mainstream, inclusive model as it
does not operate as a specialist unit.

For Victoria’s eldest daughter,
who has now moved on to second-
ary school, the “inclusive, com-
passionate, and caring” learning
environment was “life-changing”.

“My eldest is dyslexic and doing
incredibly well now, and I think
that was the basis of her primary
education which was fantastic.
She was never made to feel that
she couldn’t do things, and they
really inspired confidence in her

and other children which is won-
derful,” Victoria told the Echo.

Children with similar needs, she
fears, might be denied that sup-
port if the cuts go ahead.

On top of her work as a full-
time nurse, Victoria and her
husband - also a nurse — will be
juggling shifts, mealtimes, and
co-ordinating childminding and
family support. She however rec-
ognises that many parents, single
parents and those without family
nearby or abroad, do not have the
same level of support.

Andrew Child, a parent of
one pupil in the upper school, is
divided on the strike action.

He said: “I’'m appalled by how
the school leadership are han-
dling this and how little informa-
tion they are providing. Parents
are being treated a little bit like
children, even though we are
legitimate stakeholders in this
consultation process.”

He added that a lot of parents
are “freaking out” and said: “I'm

getting lockdown triggers. I’'m
being reminded about how awful
it was during that time trying to
juggle jobs and homeschooling.”

Jess Crawford, a parent of
two, including one six-year-old
at the school, said the quality of
the teaching drew her to Henry
Maynard Primary School.

“The school has been really bril-
liant in terms of trying to make
provision for the most vulnera-
ble families and will be open for
a small number of children who
have been identified in need of
additional support and free school
meals,” Jess added.

The reasons for the funding
shortage are ultimately connected
to falling pupil numbers and the
government formula used to allo-
cate money.

A spokesperson for Waltham
Forest Council said: “School
funding is based on the number
of children enrolled. There has
been a significant decline in pupil
numbers across London — not just
in Waltham Forest.

“Henry Maynard Primary Sch-
ool is currently operating with a
shortfall of approximately 137
students. This creates a budget
deficit of around £500,000 from
government grants. This funding
model is set by the central govern-
ment, and not the council.

“Henry Maynard Primary
School - like any public sector
body — has a duty to balance its
books and ensure it can continue

National Education Union
general secretary Daniel
Kebede at the picket line
Credit Tim Cole

to operate efficiently. The coun-
cil does not anticipate a need for
compulsory redundancies, and
we are therefore concerned about
strike action that is currently dis-
rupting students’ learning at a key
time for their development.”

The news of the restructuring
plans come a few weeks after
Education Secretary Bridget Phil-
lipson wrote a letter to the school
praising it for its work with dis-
advantaged pupils.

In the letter, seen by the Echo,
Phillipson said: “This success
reflects the dedication of your staff
and hard work of your pupils.”

Jess, a former community gov-
ernor at Henry Maynard, said
it’s a “profound contradiction”
that a school that has been “cele-
brated at the very top of govern-
ment cannot secure the funding
it needs to retain the staff who
earned that recognition in the
first place”.

Despite the disruption, Jess and
her husband, who both work full
time, remain positive.

For Jess, it is comforting to see
how families and friends came
together to take turns and look
after each other’s children. In the
interim, football and arts clubs
opened up at subsidised fees.

“The outpouring of support
for the school from the school
community has been really incred-
ible,” she added.

Henry Maynard Primary School
declined to comment.
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‘Multiple failures’ led to man taking

b

John-Cushion

. II !
' Credit Leigh Day

John Cushion, 62, ended his life while
waiting for a mental health bed at Whipps
Cross Hospital in July 2024

by Sebastian Mann,
Local Democracy Reporter

Warning: This article includes
references to suicide

ultiple failures by the NHS
led to a man taking his own
life in hospital, an inquest
has found.

62-year-old John Cushion, who lived in
Redbridge, died waiting for a mental health
bed at Whipps Cross Hospital in July 2024.

Staff at the hospital failed to check on
John for 50 minutes before he was found
unresponsive in his cubicle, despite it
being noted that he was alone with the
lights off and the curtains drawn.

They also failed to remove items from
John that he could use to harm himself, nor
did they ensure he was put on one-to-one
observations — despite telling mental health
nurses he was feeling “100% suicidal”.

These were all found to have constituted
“gross failures” by the NHS at an inquest
held at East London Coroner’s Court, in
Walthamstow, last month.

Area coroner Nadia Persaud said there
was a “clear and direct causal connection”
between these failures and John’s death.

Speaking after the inquest, John’s widow
Francesca said she was “very grateful”
to the coroner for the care taken when
investigating his death.

His wife of nearly 30 years added: “I

hope that lessons have been and will con-
tinue to be learned to ensure no other
family has to go through what I and my
daughters have over the last two years.”

The Leytonstone hospital’s A&E depart-
ment is run by Barts Health NHS Trust.
The North East London Foundation Trust
(NELFT) oversees the psychiatric liaison
service there and was responsible for the
community mental health teams involved
with John.

NELFT has extended its “heartfelt con-
dolences” to his family, while Barts said
it had “implemented a comprehensive
improvement programme”.

John’s mental health had begun to
worsen on 3rd July 2024 and he attempted
to take his own life 15 days later. Fran-
cesca called 999 and he was taken to
hospital for a physical health check and
mental health assessment.

They arrived at Whipps Cross’ A&E
department at around 2pm on Thursday,
18th July but were forced to wait in a corri-
dor until the evening, when he was assessed
by a nurse.

A doctor concluded he needed a mental
health assessment, but it did not take place
until the following day due to a failure in
communication between staff.

The following day, he told mental health
staff he was “100% suicidal” and nurses
were told he needed to be placed under
constant, one-to-one observation in A&E.

A second mental health assessment
later concluded he should be admitted
to a specialist psychiatric hospital and
prevented from leaving the department
for his own safety.

He was assigned a cubicle while wait-
ing for a bed to become free, where he
was found unresponsive on the evening
of Friday, 19th July.

Francesca had characterised John during
the inquest as being devoted to her and
their two children, and said he was look-
ing forward to retirement after many years
of hard work.

Sophie Wells, a human rights solicitor
with Leigh Day who represented the fam-
ily, said: “Even in the context of the pres-
sures on A&E departments and the mental
health system, the scale of the failings in
John’s care which the inquest uncovered,
both in number and gravity, is shocking.

“I am pleased for John’s family that
they now have a clearer understanding of
what went so wrong for John, and that
the coroner has recognised that a number
of the failings met the very high threshold
of neglect.”

Following the inquest, a spokesperson
for NELFT said: “We are deeply saddened
by the tragic death of John and extend our
heartfelt condolences to his family and
loved ones.

“We continue to work closely with all
partners to ensure that services are effec-
tive and to strengthen crisis pathways,

his life at Whipps Cross Hospital A&E

risk assessment, escalation processes and
support for people experiencing mental
health crises.”

The Barts spokesperson said in full:
“We extend our deepest condolences to
Mr Cushion’s family and apologise for the
failings in his care.

“We remain committed to providing the
highest standard of care for all patients
and have implemented a comprehensive
improvement programme, working closely
with NELFT and North East London ICB,
to strengthen care and safety for patients
presenting with mental health needs.”

Since the incident, Barts said it had
introduced clearer procedures, stronger
safeguards, and enhanced risk assessment
processes to improve care for patients
with mental health needs.

It also delivered mental health training
for emergency department staff and estab-
lished a new enhanced care team led by
an experienced matron.

During the inquest, the coroner also raised
concerns about the “honesty and integrity”
of some of the evidence she heard.

She found that she did not consider
the account of one member of staff from
Barts to be “truthful and accurate” and
told the trust to investigate her concerns
further and report back to the court and
John’s family.

Anyone feeling emotionally distressed or
suicidal can call Samaritans for help on 116
123 or email jo@samaritans.org

Get your paper

Pick up the Echo all
across the borough!

*a selection
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KINGLEA

COURT
CARE HOME

Residential and Dementia Care

When you make Kinglea Court your home you are
choosing the perfect blend of comfort and independence.

Our all-inclusive, fixed pricing includes everything you would expect, and more.

& 24-hour residential, dementia and respite care
& Delicious home-cooked meals every day
& A vibrant programme of activities and events

Q Spacious en-suite bedrooms

Q Boutique cinema and quiet library

Q All-inclusive fee that does not change based on a resident’s care needs

ONE ALL-INCLUSIVE FEE

Contact our friendly team to find out more:

0208 153 3556 Crystal Care

e kingleacourt(@crystalcarecollection.co.uk ——— COLLECTION ——
Sewardstone Road, Waltham Abbey E4 7RE

www.crystalcarecollection.co.uk
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ARTS & CULTURE

Art trail returns

-
[}
e,

Mykey John in his studio i

new — yet familiar —
art trail will be taking
place across Waltham-
stow this month.

Walthamstow Art Trail is
the new name for the much-
loved E17 Art Trail which ran
for 20 years between 2004 and
2024, having previously been
organised by community arts
group Artillery.

Now supported by Wood
Street Walls and led by volun-
teers, the free community art
showcase takes place between
Friday 5th and Sunday 14th June.

Once again, it means Wal-

thamstow will be transformed
into a “vibrant living gallery”
with an “artist-led, community-
powered celebration of local
creative talent”.

Bringing together artists, per-
formers, craftspeople and resi-
dents, Walthamstow Art Trail will
showcase a diverse programme
of exhibitions, open studios,
workshops and live events across
homes, studios, public spaces and
independent venues through-
out Walthamstow.

The trail is hosted across 165
venues, with over 200 artists
showcasing their work. Visi-

Artist Villain Van Gogh

Laura Villares House in her studio |

tors can follow a curated map
around the neighbourhood,
engaging directly with artists
at their studios, and taking part
in hands-on activities designed
for all ages and backgrounds.
Walthamstow Art Trail builds
on the 20-year legacy of the
brilliant E17 Art Trail founded
by Artillery, with the mantle
now having been passed to
a new dedicated team of local
volunteers; art curator Mar-
garita Makhanova, producer
Katty Grassi and marketing co-
ordinator Alessa Grace Lewis.
The organisers said: “There’s

a real buzz that comes from
working together to make a
community event happen.
Meeting artists who are pas-
sionate about their work and
excited to share it with others
is a privilege, and seeing that
enthusiasm first-hand is incred-
ibly uplifting.”

As well as Wood Street Walls,
Walthamstow Art Trail is sup-
ported by Another Kind Studio,
Artillery, 40ft Brewery, Soho
Theatre Walthamstow, The Stow
Brothers and Walthamstow FC.

For more information:
Visit walthamstowarttrail.co.uk

Self Portrait by Paul Dash
Credit RawCanvas

‘Rare’ chance
to see major
artist’s work

altham Forest residents
will have a rare oppor-
tunity to experience the
work of renowned artist
Paul Dash this month with a free exhibi-
tion at RawCanvas Gallery, within Good
Shepherd Studios in Leytonstone.

Dash, whose work has been shown
at major cultural institutions including
Tate Britain, the Royal Academy of Arts,
and Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge,
will be exhibiting Rhythm, Carnival and
Community at the space until Sunday,
28th June.

Associated with the Caribbean Art-
ists Movement, Dash’s art draws on
carnival, street life and diasporic cul-
ture. His images are rhythmic, vivid
and full of movement — capturing the
energy of music and collective celebra-
tion, while reflecting deeper histories of
identity and cultural continuity.

In 2024, Dash, who has lived in Bush-
wood for more than three decades,
debuted his work Revellers Celebrate
at Dusk at the Venice Biennale.

The artist also has a mural based on
his painting Bacchanal outside Good
Shepherds Building in Davies Lane,
where he has a working studio.

Dash said: “It feels very special to
share this work in a space that’s part of
everyday community life. It allows peo-
ple to encounter it in a more direct and
open way.”

RawCanvas’ director Aaron Williams
said: “Having an artist of Paul’s calibre
exhibiting here is significant. It’s about
making important work accessible and
bringing people together around it.”

The exhibition is free to attend and a
selection of limited edition prints will be
available to purchase.

‘Rhythm, Carnival and Community’ will be on show
at Back to Ours café, 15a Davies Lane E11 3DR until
Sunday 28th June.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 7.30am-4pm |
Saturday, 8am-4pm | Sunday, 8am-3pm
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FOREST

From solo gym sessions to fitness
classes with your friends, your local
leisure centre is the perfect place to
get you moving. Show up your way
and join the community.

better.org.uk/waltham-forest
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HELP INDIE NEWS THRIVE

15-21 JUNE
2026

Indie News Week is the
celebration of independent
news. In 2026, we would
like to give our readers

the chance to celebrate
Indie News Week by
learning more about the
faces behind their local
community newspaper and
what goes into covering
local stories. Here our staff
and some of our valued
contributors/volunteers
introduce themselves:

Nathan
Clarke,
contributor

It's a real
privilege to
write for a paper
so deeply rooted in
the community | grew up in.
In my former role at a large
regional paper, | saw how
quickly audiences lose trust
when reporting becomes
sensationalist or disconnected
from local concerns.
Independent titles like the
Echo keep real journalism alive
by focusing on the stories that
genuinely matter. My interests
span current affairs, local
history, sport, culture and the
environment. In this edition, I've
reported on rising bike thefts
in the borough, and told the
remarkable story of Waltham
Forest FC's most famous - yet
largely unknown - former player.

GET TO KNOW THE FACES
BEHIND YOUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

I've been proud to

- Marco
L] Marcelline,
J Editor

edit the Echo since
July 2023. Since then
we've covered housing evictions,
school strikes, controversial
council decisions, local Palestine
protests, and both general and
local elections.

Fair, accurate and
comprehensive journalism is
what | strive for. The business
model of journalism may
be shifting, but | believe a
newspaper’s role is to inform
the public with substance and
sincerity - not just chase clicks.

In my first issue, | promised
to hold power to account while
highlighting the magic of this
exciting, diverse and culturally-
rich borough. Together with our
team, | hope we've managed to
do that.

Sarah
Fairbairn,
books
reviewer

I've been living
in Waltham Forest
since 2014 and over
the years it's become really
important to me to contribute to
the community | live in.
My career is in the arts and
| do lots of work with authors,
so writing book reviews is a
natural fit for my interests, and
I'm proud to write for our free
local paper.
| also volunteer with Eat or
Heat, the foodbank based in
Walthamstow, and am a trustee
of Leyton Midland Collective,
where our aim is to improve
access to public spaces and
community-building activities in
our corner of Waltham Forest.

Sebastian
Mann, Local
Democracy
Reporter

| cover Waltham

Forest Council, from
planning decisions and licensing
disputes to budget black holes
and councillor drama. | cut
through the noise to keep you
informed about what elected
officials are doing in your name,
with your taxes.

Since February 2024 I've
covered a range of stories: the
closure of Markhouse Centre;
the council’s work to divest
from companies linked to the
arms trade; and a campaign to
convert a disused gasworks into
a water park. I'm proud of the
work my colleagues and | do to
scrutinise our leaders and hold
power to account.

| previously worked as a
reporter in my home county of
Lincolnshire.

David
O’Driscoll,
sports writer

Growing up,
| do not recall
my parents ever
reading a book, but
they did read newspapers.
They did this to stay in touch
with what was happening in
the world, locally, and back
home in Ireland. Today, the
mass readership of newspapers
has sadly long gone, and the
majority of news is viewed
on social media, with huge
potential for misinformation.
This is why | contribute to
the Echo; | am fortunate to live
in a vibrant community with so
many creative people, and | like
to support this. | write mostly
about sport, often Walthamstow
FC, and the local community-
based team | am involved in,
Coppermill Swifts.

Dampier,
photographer

| have been
involved with
the Echo since 2018.
My roles included managing
distribution and membership
and running the photography
page. | now work for sister
publication EC1 Echo but still
sometimes help with pics for
this paper.

Some of my most notable
photography jobs include the
local election, Harry Kane, and
King Charles and Queen Camilal
| still get a buzz when | see one
of my photos on the front page.

I've lived in Walthamstow for
18 years, and love the sense of
community. I'm also involved
in the local art scene, hosting
photographic exhibitions as part
of E17 Art Trail, as well as acting
in various theatre productions.

Waltham Forest
Echo has 329
readers who are
supporters of the
work we do in covering
local news and highlighting
issues that are important
to our community. We are
independent, and we write the
facts without bias.

Can you spare £S5 amonth?
Not much, but sometimes it
is what we need. The Echo
exists because our readers
are backing us up. Join and
support: walthamforestecho.
co.uk/support-us
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Wednesday 17 June, 4pm - 7pm

* For School Leavers (16-18) and Adults
* Parents & Carers welcome to attend

Choosing the right next step after school or | M‘

returning to education can feel overwhelmin | - KChﬂose
We cun help! Waltham Forest College?

* | ondon’s #1 FE College for 16-18 achievement

* Speak directly with tutors and support teams * Ofsted Outstanding college

* Understand clear pathways into careers, apprenticeships or further study * Award winning careers provision
* See our facilities and learning environments * Strong employer links

* Explore options for school leavers and adults returning to education * Supportive teaching environment

16-18 courses Adult courses

Scan here or visit * Vocational (BTEC) e Access to Higher Education
waltham.ac.uk e TlLevels * Apprenticeships
to register for * Apprenticeships * Full-time & Part-time

® Short courses
the Open Event e English & maths

* ESOL

M 02085018501 @ myfuture@waltham.acuk () 707 Forest Road, Walthamstow,E17418 @ © ) Q@ @ ©
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WALTHAMSTOW

Sohoe Theatre Pub opens i

-
Soho Theatre Pub | Credit Local resident via'Soho Theatre

by Marco Marcelline

oho Theatre has opened a
Snew neighbourhood pub in
Hoe Street.

The venue, which opened
on Friday, 15th May, serves
drinks from Blackhorse Road-
based Signature Brew, along-
side food from award-winning

3

chef James Cochran, bringing
“fried chicken on acid”, pub
roasts, small plates and more to
a “relaxed pub setting”.

The Collab vacated the site ear-
lier this year, and with the sup-
port of Waltham Forest Council,
Soho Theatre has been able to
bring the space back into use as
Soho Theatre Pub.

n Hoe Street

Soho Theatre Walthamstow

‘| co-executive directors Mark

Godfrey and Sam Hansford said:
“Soho Theatre Pub builds on the
role Soho Theatre already plays
in Walthamstow’s cultural and
evening life. With food from
James Cochran and drinks from
Waltham Forest’s own Signature
Brewery, it will be a brilliant new
local pub for residents, audiences,
artists and visitors alike. We’re
excited to open the doors and
welcome people in.”

Sam McGregor, Signature Brew
and The Collab co-founder said:
“In 2019, Signature Brew and Paul
Human came together to create
The Collab, and over the following
seven years some epic times were
had over amazing food and beer,
with the likes of Suggs, alt-J, Mog-
wai and Dynamite MC all getting
involved. Now we’re pleased to be
handing over to our neighbours,
Soho Theatre, so the great collab-
oration vibes can continue!”

CHINGFORD

Fresh proposal for previously
rejected homes

by Sebastian Mann, Local
Democracy Reporter

lans have been submitted
P to Waltham Forest Council

for new homes to be built
in Chingford, after similar propos-
als were refused previously.

Dzheylyan Ilieva applied for per-
mission to build two self-contained
houses on land in Gilwell Close
earlier this year.

The scheme, drawn up by Trace
Construction Group, is for a pair of
two-storey, three-bedroom homes.

There will be a single parking
space for one car and “secure”
cycle storage in the front gar-
dens for residents’ bikes, plus
bin storage.

Similar proposals were refused
by the council in March last year.
The planning team had concerns
about the parking arrangements
and the “scale, sitting and design”
of the new houses.

“overly dominant” and had a
“subduing effect” on the existing
houses, which would have “neg-
atively altered the street-scene and
character of the area”.

The developers say they have
“comprehensively reviewed and
refined” the scheme, reducing

A mock-up of the homes Credit Trace Construction Group

y

the size of the homes and add-
ing “visual interest” by using
“high-quality” brick detailing.

Additionally, the curved corners
should “soften the visual impact”.

A decision on the fresh pro-
posals has not yet been made by
Waltham Forest Council’s plan-
ning department.

LEYTONSTONE

Man injured after car
rams into shop

- SHA
oy & HITEHEEJAEI LTD.
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d into a kitch
Credit Suzie Reid

pedestrian was rushed
to hospital after being
hit by a car that also

smashed into a kitchenware
shop in High Road Leytonstone.
Emergency services were
called at 2.52pm on Tuesday,
5th May to the scene where
they found the injured man, in
his 60s, and took him to hospi-
tal where he received treatment
for “life-threatening” injuries.
According to the Metropol-

e shop

itan Police, the driver of the
car, also a man in his 60s, was
arrested on suspicion of causing
serious injuries through care-
less driving and driving without
insurance. He was taken to hos-
pital with non-life threatening
or life changing injuries before
being taken into police custody.

A London Ambulance Service
spokesperson said: “We were
called at 2.49pm to reports of a
road traffic collision in the High
Road, Leytonstone.

“We sent resources including
ambulance crews, a clinician in
a response car, members of our
Hazardous Areas Response team
and London’s air ambulance.

“We treated three patients and
took one to a London major
trauma centre. Two people were
discharged at the scene.”

Anyone with information is
asked to contact police on 101,
quoting CAD 4819/05S MAY or
Crimestoppers, anonymously,
on 0800 555 111

HIGHAMS PARK

Shoplifters caught stealing
£2k worth of booze

r I Ywo shoplifters carrying
£2,000 worth of alco-
hol and “high value

toys” were chased down and

arrested by three plain-clothed

Met Police safer neighbour-

hood team officers near

Highams Park Tesco.

According to Waltham For-
est Council, the three Met

officers were conducting a

plain-clothes patrol when

they spotted two individuals
running out of the Larkshall

Road Tesco superstore carry-

ing large bags of goods and

being chased by store staff.
The police officers then gave
chase and “quickly detained”
both suspects, who were carry-
ing a bounty of security tagged
whiskey bottles.
It is reported that both sus-

pects were already wanted in
connection with a series of retail
thefts, commercial burglaries,
and knife point robberies across
several different areas.

The female suspect was
wanted for seven offences,
while the male was wanted
for three, in addition to being
recalled to prison.

Both suspects have now been
charged and remanded.

- p—

A trolley of stolen whiskey bottles that the
pair tried to make off with Credit Waltham
Forest Council
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LOCAL NOTICES

Published: 29th May 2026

IN THE CASE of Solicitors Regulation Authority -v- Licensing Act 2003:

Zulfigar Ali case number 11839,11839A-2018, Mr App' ication for the Grant
Zulfigar Ali, of 105 Claremont Road, London E7 OPY R .

had made application to the SDT for restoration to the of a Premises Licence

roll. The hearing will take place on 10/08/2026 at 2nd

Floor, 45 Ludgate Hill, London EC4M 7JU. Notice of application for the grant of a Premises
Licence under section 17of the Licensing Act 2003.

Any objection to this Application should be served on the

Tribunal and the parties to the application no later than Notice is hereby given that Joscy Mezu has applied
21 Days before the hearing date. The Tribunal may allow to the London Borough of Waltham Forest for the

the person objecting to the application to appear before grant of a Premises Licence at Mez Lounge 627-629
it at the hearing, call evidence and make representations Lea Bridge Road London E10 6AJ The nature of the
upon which the Tribunal may allow the person to be application is as follows:

cross-examined. The applicant address for service is

105 Claremont Road, London E7 OPY. The Respondent * To permit the Sale of alcohol: Sun = Thurs 11:00 to
address for service is ¢c/o Ms Jennifer Ackers, Solicitors 00:00 hrs, Fri = Sat 11:00 to 02:30 hrs

Regulation Authority, the Cube, 199 Wharfside Street « Regulated entertainment: Sun - Thurs 23:00 to
Birmingham B1 1RN or legaladvicerequest@sra.org.uk. 00:00 hrs, Fri — Sat 23:00 to 02:30 hrs

The Tribunal address for service is mentioned above or

enquiries@solicitorsdt.com ¢ Late night refreshments: Sun - Thurs 23:00 to

00:00 hrs, Fri — Sat 23:00 to 02:30 hrs

The Licensing register listing full details of the
application is kept by the Licensing Service, Waltham

Forest Town Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest Road,
LICE N C ES FOR London E17 4JF. The application may be viewed Monday
to Friday between the hours of 9am — 5pm (except
Bank Holidays).

SPECIAL TREATMENT

Public Notice Any person wishing to make a representation in respect
of the above activities may do so in writing to the

Special Tl'eatment Licences Licensing Service, Waltham Forest Town Hall, Fellowship
Square, Forest Road, London E17 4JF. or via email:

Notice is given that Natcha Laoungsri has applied to Licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk.

the London .Borough of Waltham Forest for a Special Representations must be received no later than 19th

Treatment Licence for: June 2025.

* Manicure-Pedicure It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false

¢ Electrical Treatments statement in connection with this application. A person

* Massage is liable to an unlimited fine on conviction should such a

¢ Other Treatments false statement be made.

o Licence for the premises: Chic Studio,
1 Vernon Rd, Walthamstow, E17 7JX

Anyone wishing to oppose the application must give
notice in writing to the Licensing Officer, Licensing
Services, Public Control, Waltham Forest Town Hall,
Fellowship Square, Forest Road, Walthamstow, London
E17 4JF

WITHIN 28 DAYS OF PUBLICATION specifying the
grounds of opposition.

Persons objecting to the grant of a licence must be
prepared to attend in person before a Committee of
the Council.

Book your licence advert or notice Email for a quote to licences@socialspider.com or call

i ) . Klaudia Kiss 07732 000 430 or Mark Brown 07728 520 116
with your local communlty newspaper: Next publication date: 26th June | Booking deadline: 24th June

THE ART OF FISHING

Once a month Get a year of
not enough? local news

Virginia Firmberg

s i

Sign up for our newsletter @ Sign up for an annual

so you get the biggest supporter package and

stories from Waltham get 12 issues of Waltham

Forest each week! Forest Echo straight to
your inbox or door.

THE ART OF FISHING:
CONCERT AND PRESENTATION

Award-winning composer Virginia
Firnberg’s performance of song-cycle
‘The Art of Fishing.

Featuring mezzo-soprano Carola Emrich-
Fisher and pianist Lara Dodds-Eden.

Set in Basque country Spain, the story
tells of a grandchild resisting and
overcoming an abusive grandfather
using creativity.

£50 per year for
12 digital copies
delivered to the
email address of
your choice

Wed 10th
Opening Times
Weekdays 2pm
Weekends llam

e |BIGGERIS | 22

The performance is part of the

Walthamstow Art Trail and is venue 92.
£84 per year for
12 print copies
delivered to the
postal address of

eepurl.com/imPSws your choice

St. Mary’s Church, 8 Church )
End, London E17 9RJ

13th June, 5-6pm, ADULTS ONLY [ '
Tickets £15/£10 conc. iy
shorturl.at/uHWyk \’H"
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The Barca Boy who landed in Walthamstow

When Samuel Okunowo started playing for Waltham Forest FC in 2009, almost no-one
knew they were sharing a dressing room with a former Barcelona defender

by Nathan Clarke

n 1998, Samuel Okunowo

had the world at his feet.

At just 19, the Nigerian

defender was lining up for
Barcelona alongside Xavi, Luis
Figo and Rivaldo against Man-
chester United in the Champions
League — living out the dream
of millions.

But that match — which fea-
tured a young David Beckham
and finished in a 3-3 draw — was
to be the highpoint in his fleet-
ing career at Europe’s elite level.
Eleven years later, Okunowo
would swap the famous blue
and red of Barcelona for the
orange of Waltham Forest FC
(now Walthamstow FC), one of
his last attempts at resurrecting

Samuel Okunowo (in orange, left)
playing for Waltham Forest FC

Credit Walthamstow FC

his once promising career.

Today, ‘Barcelona Sam’ — as
he came to be known by his
Waltham Forest teammates — can
walk just about anywhere with-
out being recognised. His journey
from the Camp Nou to E17 is one
of heartbreak and misfortune, but
also a story of remarkable success
—a man who achieved footballing
greatness, albeit briefly.

Born in Ibadan, Nigeria,
Okunowo’s remarkable move to
Barcelona at just 18-years-old was
a feat very few Nigerians before
him had achieved. First spotted
playing for his school team, the
strong, quick right-back quickly
began to build a reputation as
one of the country’s brightest
footballing prospects.

At the final of the 1997 UEFA-

CAF Meridian Cup — which saw
Nigeria edge a 3-2 win over a
young Spanish side — Okunowo
the standout player. Spanish
football scouts who were in
attendance had seen a star in
the making and Okunowo was
offered a trial at the club just
hours after the full-time whistle.

He made an instant impact.
His debut came at the start of the
following season against Rac-
ing Santander, where he played
76 minutes in a 0-0 draw. He
made 21 appearances in all for
Barcelona, helping the club to
the La Liga title in 1998/9, and
playing five times in the Cham-
pions League.

But after an impressive first sea-
son, his fortunes quickly turned.
Okunowo played a handful of

games during an unsuccessful loan
spell at Benfica. Once recalled, a
serious knee injury would mark
the beginning of the end of his
career at just 22 years old.

Unable to prove his fitness, he
was sold to Greek side Ionikos
in 2001. From there, Okunowo
played just 19 more games of foot-
ball over the next eight years of
his injury-ravaged career. In 2009
— following brief stints in Albania,
Ukraine and the Maldives — he
arrived in Walthamstow.

“From what we can remember
he was pretty quiet,” vice chair-
man of Walthamstow FC Andrzej
Perkins says.

Waltham Forest FC — which
was rebranded to Walthamstow
FC in 2018 — were at the time
based at Cricklewood Stadium in
Ilford, competing in the Ryman
League Division One North.

“We had no idea how he ended
up in London, let alone playing
for us,” Perkins continues.

“He didn’t mention that he’d
played for Barcelona, it was only
through some googling that it
turned out to be him. Weirdly, he
didn’t appear head and shoulders
above the rest — he was a pretty
rugged player, but had a knack
of being in the right place at the
right time.

“It’s not uncommon to have
former pros play in non-league.
I suppose, if anything, it shows
that the standard of football in
non-league is far higher than you

might expect!”

Okunowo managed 20 appear-
ances in all for Waltham Forest
FC before having trials with
clubs in Poland and Norway,
but no contract was forthcoming
at either club. He hung up his
boots aged 34, bringing to an
end a career of brief highs and
enduring lows.

Just as his career was winding
down, personal tragedy struck.
A fire tore through his home in
Ibadan destroying many of his
possessions, leaving him with lit-
tle to show of his globe-trotting
football career.

In his time of need, his former
Barcelona teammates stepped in
to help one of their own. His
deep connection to the club
was seen again in 2025, when
he turned out for a Barcelona
legends team for a charity match
in Abuja, Nigeria.

Today, his social media feeds
remain dotted with photos of him
beside some of the game’s greats
—glimpses of a career that burned
brightly, if briefly.

His time in Europe may have
been short, but Okunowo was
one of the few players of his era
to wear Barcelona’s colours at a
time when African representation
at Europe’s elite clubs was still
limited. And in E17, he holds a
different kind of honour - the
most decorated player ever to
pass, almost unnoticed, through
the ranks of Walthamstow FC.

Walthamstow FC to
debut women’s team

by David O’Driscoll

althamstow FC

has finally estab-

lished a women’s

team, aiming to
grow its presence in local foot-
ball and represent the community
more fully.

The women’s team will enter
the Greater London Women’s
Football League.

The club’s vice-chair Andrzej
Perkins, said: “The club wants
to continue to grow and expand.
We want to represent the Stow

community; from adult men
and women, to boys and girls
at all ages. We already have
an established youth set-up,
and will have five men’s teams
next season. But the next step is
to grow into women’s foot-
ball. And we cannot wait to
get going.”

The women’s team, supported
by 40ft Brewery, Misfit Gym,
and Stow Smile Studio, are
actively seeking players as well
as a manager. Female footbal-
lers of Walthamstow, your club
needs you!
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Keep The Echo In Print

Waltham Forest Echo is published by Social Spider Community
News, a not-for-profit social enterprise. Our mission is to hold
authority to account and provide a platform for the community.
But because we have no shareholders or wealthy backers we
rely on local people and organisations to support our journalism.
The number of supporters making monthly contributions is
growing steadily — helping us to break even and look
at how we can grow as a publication.

|

With continued support from Echo readers we aim to:
Produce more local journalism | Expand the

size of the paper | Distribute to more locations

This month, 329 supporters contributed 33% of our monthly costs. While the paper
remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our
local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

Find out more at: walthamforestecho.co.uk/support-us
OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

Darrel Hunneybell, David Hamilton, Chris Lemin, David Gardiner, Jean Duggleby, Michael Grimshaw, Dexter Coles, Roland Karthaus, Graham Larkbey, Paul Schneider, Deri Jones, Madeleine Munday, lan

Cadogan, Lee Mitchell, Adrian Stannard, Paul Scaife, Irena Souroup, Jon Dalladay, David McDade, Community Counts UK, Saradadevii Hull-Jurkovic, Claire Weiss, Ben Marlow, Creative Works, Carmen
Trachenko, Transition Leytonstone, Linda Ridgers-Waite, Stephanie Waterman, Hugh Grant Peterkin, Alke Schmidt, Keith Segal, Daniel Stanley, Sarah Jones, Sarah Fairbairn, Bob Sullivan, Jo Pinney, BIG PE“NY

Andrew Diamond, James Wragg, Miranda Grell, Jawed Akhtar, Jean Anderson, Katherine Green, Shona Mackintosh, Laonikos Psimikakis, Joanna Moncrieff, Steve Cushion, Namir Shabibi, Andrew Boyd, The

Digital Story Company, Lora Parkes, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Amy Rixon, Holly Wilkins, Caitlin McKiernan, Ruth Goldsmith, Kate Bohdanowicz, Louis Wallinger, Peter Brennan, Anne McKenna, Clare Thomas,

Tom Thompson, Barbara Korner, Lucy Birchenough, Carolyn Difalco, Jonathan Weymer, Steven Scorer, Allyiah Walcott, Philip Hall, Debra Antwi, Amer Saad, Eduardo Regalado, Andrew Johns, Robert ET WAlls \) socIAL
Bell, Claudia Hillaire, Mike Lanchin, Ben Holt, Martin Goodsell, Jo Fletcher, Salaheddin AbuEin, George T Goodchild, William Slater, Adam Shone, Jill Hasler, Paul Clements, Alexandra Martinelli, Thomas
Ableman, Matt Bennett, Wendy Wood, Gary Anderson, John Hugill, Victoria Crabb, Richard Hughes, Michael Campbell, Bryony Forde, Dara Maguire, Alex Wilson, Richard Campbell, Rossalyn Warren,
Saskia Rombach, Gail Courtney, Ruth Kosminsky, Chris Radley, Ollie Daw, Justin Tilley, Carl Antbring, Felicity Hall, Tristan Moyle, Mary Seabrook, Joyce Quarrie, Simon Cook, Flora Fyfe-Graham, Elaine

Hoctor, Jennifer Crampton, James Mayne, Rob Plant, Ciaran O'Connor, Peter Baker, Darren Lawrence, Emily Emmott, Dan Browne, Sophy Harper, Adrian Stannard, Lily Nelson, Sonia Fletcher, Terence
Button-Sands, Ellie Dawes, Derrick Hibbett, Justina Forristal, David Cato, Anne Strudwick, Mark Brown, Nick Dovey, Jon Parker-Dean, Sophie & John deGraft-Johnson, Rhod Morgan, Steve Bloomfield, Ruth

Parmessur, Albert Carter-Phillips, Mary Burnett, Simon Thompson, Niklas Friedberg, Angie Tillyer, Helen Porter, Sybil Ritten, Rob Skipwith, James Baines, Graham Norman, Alex Maws, John Gilbert, Matt F L
Button, Karen Ruddock, Alistair Scott, Jane Tilson, Liam Jones, Sarah Jones, Emily Parsonage, Lisa Lisker, Jason Halverson, Lloyd Purnell, Katherine Stokes, Richard Thompson, Megan Cupid and Ed Torpey, mT

Jonny Davies, Carolyn Axtell, Pam Williams, Esther Neslen, Cranston Watts, Martin Riches, Daniel Garay, Roland Zell, David Boote, Manuel Arroyo-Kalin, Steve Lambert, Mary Logan, Claire Lee Shepherd, ; i =
Thomas Greenhill, Marisa Takom, Annie Constable, Tom Penn, Mette Isaksen, Joseph Clift, Akhtarul Haque, Jon Seymour Jr., Scott Rodgers, Linda Green, Claire Hambleton, Clive Power, Lewis Robinson, mb'il' CBC"
David O'Driscoll, Andrew Cole, Paul Gasson, Alistair Martin, Irena Chudzio, Angela Shek, John Leeming, Mike Bartlett, Fiona Johnson, Delroy Peters, Anoushka Huntington-Bowles, Natasha McFadzean, Louise Pl P £
Krzan, Daniel Bowman, Diana Wellings, Richard Bagley, Robert Gay, Michael Parker, Caramel Quin, Laurence Palfreyman, Kenneth Driscoll, Abigail Dyer, Roland Rance, Rob Watson, Michael Wiseman, Sarah
Campbell, George Harris, Matthew Wyatt, Stephen Beckett, Chloe Mead, Janet Trench, Amy Keegan, Jane Leaker, Jen Kim, Martin Belam, Alice Mackay, Kairen Zonena, Barbara Humm, Jennifer Davies, James
McLachlan, Tom Davies, Nick Martlew, Arob Deng, Sven Over, David Christmas, Peter Carrol, Barrie Burton, Débora Ornellas, Jack Philo, Emeka Adigwe, Robert Lisowski, Louis Wallinger, Ciaran Walmsley,
Rachel Gennery, Caitlin Cannon, Will Jameson, Simon Armstrong, lain Marshall, Maxwell Tipper, Fiona Symon, Chris Moffat, Rachel Gascoigne, Albert Carter Phillips, Sarah Fairbairn, Abigail Woodman, Fred
Harrison, Tony Lobo, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Andrew Prescott, Carla Grande, Nicholas McGrath, Fatemah Abidi, Mathieu de Kruijf, Alis Templeton, Andy Simons, Philip Gill, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Pierre Raffin, Brian
Lione, Joanna Burr, Nic Wistreich, James Atkinson, Vicky O'Hare, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Ben Glover, Jane Harrington, Theo Milford, Joe Deeks, Ben Plant, David McDade, Minggang Mo, Charlie Fenlon, James
Goodman, Patricia Gough, D Beck, Tina Willis, April F, Ross Milne, James Penson, Peter O'Kane, Ros Kane, Linda Bean, Thomas Rodliffe, Carole Sturdy, James Coen, Jane Connor, Mark Atkinson, Josh Mellor,
Richard Metcalf, Geoff Fisher, Tyler Voorhees, Jim Jack, Michael W Woldehanna, Jonathon Tomlinson, John Leeming, Hugh Davies, Matthew Foote, Neil Beighton, Carina Millstone, Mette Isaksen, Tatina
Semprini, Heather Gordon, Vicky Grandon, Sharon Trotter, Dan Liu, Rita Nicholas, Len Welson, David Hughes, Paul Chitty, Robyn Page, Jonathan Clarke, Julia Woledge, Sandra Considine, Fenske Mann.

We also thank our patrons for their generous support: Steve Coles, Graham Larkbey, Sue Grant, Carmen Trachenko, Co-Op Funeral Care




