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Hula hoops, bendy spines, and human-sized balloons featured at the Revel Puck Circus in Walthamstow last month. Read our review on pg. 12 Credit Penny Dampier

Leyton Station upgrade to go
ahead as funding secured

by Marco Marcelline

ork on making Ley-
ton Station step-free
will begin in the

summer after the government
confirmed Levelling Up funding
worth £13.7million.

The funding comes as part of a
total Levelling Up Fund package
of £43.1m that is split between

Leyton and Colindale Station in
the borough of Barnet.
According to a Transport for
London (TfL) spokesperson, the
£13.7m for Leyton Station will
arrive once detailed design work
is completed in early 2024. The
spokesperson added that the sta-
tion will continue to stay open
throughout the construction
period and that the new facili-

ties will open in 2026.

The Central Line station will
get a new ticket hall built adja-
cent to the current one, two new
staircases, and two lifts which
will make it fully accessible.
The construction contract is
“expected” to be awarded this
summer, TfL said.

Waltham Forest Council is
providing an additional £9m

towards the construction efforts.

Council deputy leader Clyde
Loakes said: “In partnership
with TfL, the redevelopment
of Leyton Underground Sta-
tion will improve and future-
proof this station as a critical
gateway to Leyton. Many of
us have been campaigning,
alongside local residents, for
this important upgrade that

includes much-needed step-free
access for many years. With
this investment Leyton Under-
ground Station will become the
much-needed sustainable, safe
and accessible public transport
hub that we need in Leyton.
“This confirmation of Level-
ling Up support — combined

Continued on Page-3 >
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Protesters show solidarity with
Walthamstow activist facing court battle
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protest outside Snares-
brook Crown Court
took place last month
in solidarity with Wal-
thamstow activist Trudi Warner
and others who are facing contempt
of court charges for holding signs
advocating for jury independence.
According to organisers Defend
Our Juries, around 15 people
demonstrated outside the court
on Monday 4th December. All
held signs that professed the rights
of jurors to acquit defendants
based on their conscience, irre-
spective of the directions of the
judge. The action was repeated
at 49 other crown courts across
England on the same day.
Trudi, a 68-year-old retired
social worker, could face two up
to two years in prison or a fine
for holding up a sign outside a
climate trial earlier this year that

Protesters sat outside Snaresbrook Crown Court Credit Jo Syz

stated: “Jurors: you have an abso-
lute right to acquit a defendant
according to your conscience.”
Trudi had held the sign up as
jurors arrived at a trial of Insulate
Britain activists at Inner London
Crown Court on 27th March. She
had also challenged judge-imposed
restrictions on the defendants that
prevented them from mention-
ing climate change or property

insulation in their defence.

In October, the Attorney Gen-
eral confirmed that Trudi would
face prosecution.

Jakob Kiessling, a spokes-
man for Defend our Juries, told
the Echo that protesters at 50
crown courts across the country
protesters stood in “solidarity”
with Trudi and others who are
facing prosecution. He said that

the protest was about “protecting
the foundational right of juries”
to acquit, which was established
in 1670 after a judge imprisoned
a jury for reaching a verdict he
refused to accept.

Concern for the rights of jurors
stem from a government appeal
against the acquittal of four Black
Lives Matter activists who toppled
the statue of slave-owner Edward
Colston in 2020. In its 2022 decision,
the Court of Appeal did not reverse
the acquittal but ruled that protest-
ers accused of “significant” crimi-
nal damage cannot rely on human
rights protections when on trial.

Courts have subsequently
rolled out bans on defendants
explaining why they did what
they did in the court, which has
been seen as an infringement on
the right of jurors to acquit based
on their conscience.

Jakob told the Echo that “no date”
had yet been set for Trudi’s trial.

Local woman loses Met Police court challenge

Kristina O’Connor argued that the Met had insufficently
dealt with an officer who sexually harrassed her

by Marco Marcelline

Walthamstow woman

has failed in her bid

to challenge the Met-

ropolitan Police’s han-
dling of her complaint about the
conduct of a former top cop who
sexually harrassed her.

In a November ruling, the High
Court dismissed Kristina O’Con-
nor’s claim that the Met Police’s
investigation into her complaints
was insufficient.

The case stems from 2011, when
Kristina reported an assault by a
group of young men at Kentish
Town Police Station.

James Mason, then a detective
sergeant, made sexually inap-
propriate advances to Kristina
both in person and over email
and suggested that rejecting him
would be “frowned upon”.

In October 2020, Kristina made
a formal complaint to the Met
Police about Mason’s conduct and
in 2021, a police misconduct panel

found him guilty of eight breaches
of behavioural standards, amount-
ing to gross misconduct. Mason
received a written warning, but was
allowed to remain in post and keep
his rank as detective chief inspector.
He resigned in October 2022.
Kristina issued her claim against
the Met Police’s handling of her
complaint in January 2022, and
the judicial review was heard over
two days at the High Court in
May 2023. Kristina had argued
that the investigation into Mason’s
conduct was unlawful as it,
among other alleged failings, did
not unearth evidence showing
he had behaved in a predatory
manner. She also challenged the
decision not to dismiss Mason.
In his decision, Justice Swift dis-
missed the application for judi-
cial review. He found the steps
taken in the investigation were
reasonable and appropriate, and
additionally ruled it did not mat-
ter whether it could have been
conducted differently.

Kristina O’ Connor
Credit Hodge Jones & Allen

Justice Swift also concluded that
a misconduct panel has discretion
to impose a penalty as they see fit,
providing the reasons set out are
sufficient to support their decision.

Responding to the outcome,
Kristina said: “This has been a
frustrating process and it is not

the outcome I was hoping for but
I want to keep fighting for justice
for women. I am so grateful for
the continued support of Nancy
Collins, Caoilfhionn Gallagher KC
and Fiona Murphy KC.”
Kristina said she will seek per-
mission to appeal the judgement.
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Worker killed by Leytonstone
roof collapse named

Originally from India,
Ekarmanjeet Singh, 25,
had ambitions to start his
own construction company

by Marco Marcelline

Ekarmanjeet Singh Photo provided by family .

Continued from Page-1

with development contributions from
local housing growth, secured by the
council — will also help unlock sig-
nificant further investment in much
needed new affordable homes, work-
spaces and community infrastructure.”

The news comes amid wider devel-
opment plans for thousands of new
homes in the area around Leyton Sta-
tion. The first phase of Taylor Wimpey’s
under-construction 750-home Corona-
tion Square scheme is due for comple-
tion later this year.

An illustration of what the new ticket hall
is set to look like Credit TfL

construction worker who was
killed by a roof collapse in Ley-
tonstone has been named.
Ekarmanjeet Singh, from the
city of Gurdaspur in the Punjab, India,
was working as a roofer on a house ren-
ovation in Pevensey Road, Leytonstone
when he died. He was 25-years-old.

He was found trapped under rubble by
firefighters attending the end-of-terrace
house shortly after 5pm on 12th Decem-
ber. He was pulled out and received emer-
gency treatment from firefighters but was
pronounced dead at the scene.

The incident also left a second man in
hospital with minor injuries.

Speaking to the Echo, Ekarmanjeet’s
family described him as a “very honest,
very humble and fun-loving person” who
“loved children and animals and always
made others happy”.

A “true gem of the family”, Ekarman-
jeet was the youngest of three siblings.
He is survived by his mother, father, older
brother, sister and grandmother. His broth-
er-in-law Sushant Attri said: “He was a
good human being. He would never fight
with anyone. He never mistreated anyone
and he always paid respect to everyone
he worked with. It is the biggest loss of
our family.”

Ekarmanjeet moved to the UK on 15th
September 2020 and was living in Hayes,
West London. He had been working as a
roofer since his arrival and had ambitions
to start his own construction company.

Ekarmanjeet’s family said he had been
working on a contract job for SRA &
Padda Roofing Ltd. No-one from the
construction company had personally
contacted the family since his death, the
man’s brother-in-law said.

The roofing company has not responded
to a request for comment.

Next-door neighbour Seveka Rendall
was at home when the incident happened.
“I heard a huge collapsing sound and
I ran to my daughter who said there’s
smoke pouring out of all the windows.
We heard a lot of screaming. When we
got in the door [of the collapsed house]
we saw about five young guys in there.”

Seveka, a nurse who has lived on
Pevensey Road since 19835, said she saw
Ekarmanjeet’s head trapped under the
rubble when she went inside the building.
He was still alive, she said.

The landlord of the collapsed prop-
erty arrived at the property following
the incident, but he did not stay for long
and “was trying to run away” when she
approached him. The next day he told her
son that the roof collapse was “not [his]
fault” but the fault of “the builders”.

The roof of the house collapsed during renovation works

On 21st December Waltham Forest
Trades Council (WFTC) held a vigil for
Ekarmanjeet on Pevensey Road.

Kevin Parslow, secretary of WFTC, said:
“Sadly the tragedy of someone being killed
at work returns to Waltham Forest. The
victim’s death comes just after our health
and safety police, the Health and Safety
Executive (HSE), reported a massive rise
in construction worker deaths up to 45
in 2022/23 from 29 in 2021/22.

“Our thoughts are with the family and
friends of the deceased. No-one should go
to work and never return and no family
should ever have to experience this.”

Advertisement

A HSE notice directing people to leave
the property undisturbed has been plas-
tered on the front door of the Pevensey
Road house. The owner and landlord
of the property is listed on the notice as
residing in Plaistow, Newham.

HSE, which is tasked with investigating
workplace accidents, confirmed that it is
investigating the circumstances of Ekar-
manjeet’s death with the police.

His body is currently being held at
Walthamstow Mortuary. An inquest into
his death is to be opened by the Waltham-
stow Coroner Court at a later date.

Trustees Opportunities!

Would you consider bringing your skills, knowledge, and experience to the
Management Committee of Community Transport Waltham Forest?

We are passionate about supporting people with mobility needs. We are the only
remaining Community Transport Service in East London, we have real opportunities
to explore the growth and impact of our service in East London.

We welcome applications from people with a wide range of skills though we are
particularly seeking people with these broad skill sets below.

- Transport: experience and understanding of transport policy and delivery in London

- Health and Social Care experience and understanding of working in the health or

care sector

- Community and lived experience of working in or with a range of community
organisations with a knowledge and understanding of current impacts of transport
provision on preventing active citizenship.

Diversity is critical for the Management Committee to be effective, and representative
of our community needs. We encourage applications from people with lived
experience from all ethnic, socio-economic, and professional and personal
backgrounds. Whether you are an experienced trustee or thinking of taking up a

trustee role we want to hear from you.

For application information please contact:
Helen Tredoux, Director, Community Transport Waltham Forest,

Low Hall Business Park, Leyton, E10 7AS.
Email: helen(@ctwf.co.uk  Tel: 020 8521 0665
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ght) hold a photo of Ailish Walsh at the vigil

Vigil held for woman
murdered by boyfriend

by Marco Marcelline

vigil was held at St
James Street last
month for a pregnant
mother-of-four who
was murdered by her boyfriend.

Around 50 people turned up
to the vigil on 15th December
to mark a year since the pass-
ing of Ailish Walsh, who had
spent some of her childhood in
Waltham Forest before moving
back to her country of birth,
Ireland. She briefly returned to
live in the borough in 2021.

Ailish was stabbed with a pair
of scissors more than 40 times at
her flat in Rectory Road, Hack-
ney, on 15th December 2022.
She was 28-years-old.

Her boyfriend Liam Taylor,
37, of Hornsey, was jailed for
life in August after pleading
guilty to what judge Nigel Lick-
ley KC called a “ferocious, bru-
tal, sadistic and savage” attack.
He will spend a minimum of 27
years behind bars.

Friend and vigil organiser
Sabrina Shelley told the Echo
that Ailish had been a “rock”.
Through tears, she said: “She

was a good friend, she became
a rock to me. She took my son
on days out and was full of love.
There isn’t anyone who had a
bad thing to say about her. She
was an outstanding woman.”

The vigil took place at CRATE
St James Street. Attendees dec-
orated a Christmas tree with
purple ribbons, baubles and
feathers to raise awareness and
honour those who have been
killed due to domestic violence.
Purple ribbons are used to mark
violence against women.

In an emotional speech Sabrina
thanked guests for attending and
said: “Today’s been truly special
and I can’t thank you enough for
making it so special.”

Ailish Walsh was killed by her partner in
2022 Photo provided by family

The vigil included a raffle
featuring prizes donated by local
shopkeepers from businesses
including JK Beauty, DejaVu,
St James’s Kitchen, Scarred for
Life, Walthamstow Trades Hall,
and Savers. The prizes included
food hampers, free tattoos, and
a Trades Hall membership.

Ayse Hussein, a friend of
Sabrina and a domestic vio-
lence campaigner, said she was
especially moved to attend
because she had lost her cousin
to a brutal domestic murder in
Canning Town, Newham in
2019. During the vigil, Ayse and
Luz Turner, a police officer who
works with victims of domestic
violence, paid their respects to
Ailish by holding up a purple
bauble and a photo of her.

A table with a book of con-
dolences, a small Christmas
tree, and photographs of Alish
and Sabrina, also featured an
ultrasound picture of Ailish’s
unborn daughter.

Sabrina and friends raised
£600 from fundraising efforts
which will go towards charities
helping women with experi-
ence of domestic abuse.

Home furnishing
scheme for
domestic abuse

{ SUI'VIVOTIS

launches

Three households living in the
borough will have their homes
decorated with high-end furniture

new partnership between
housing association Pea-
body, the council, and
charity Furnishing Fut-
ures, will see the organisations
working in partnership to create pro-
fessionally designed, fully furnished
homes for domestic abuse survivors.

The scheme, Peabody says,
will provide safe, affordable, and
ready-furnished homes for sur-
vivors to move into and rebuild
their lives.

In the pilot, Peabody will offer
homes to three households who have
fled domestic abuse and applied for
Waltham Forest social housing after
living in refuge accommodation.

Peabody will paint and provide
flooring for the homes while Fur-
nishing Futures will work with
the residents to design and furnish
their new home with white goods,
furniture, and soft furnishings.

To date, Furnishing Futures has
helped 88 women and children
across the capital get back on their
feet and supported a further 43
women and children through their
work in furnishing and redecorat-
ing women’s refuges.

Emily Wheeler, founder and CEO
of Furnishing Futures, said: “When
women escape domestic abuse,
they often leave all their belongings
behind, without access to finances.

“Starting again in an empty flat
without flooring, white goods or

furniture can feel impossible. In
many cases, children sleep on
floors and there’s no oven for a
home-cooked meal or washing
machine to keep clothes clean.

“Creating a beautiful, well-
designed home that’s equipped with
everything a woman needs saves
lives. Survivors can recover from a
place of safety, without the need to
return to an unsafe place due to lack
of resources. It also reduces financial
hardship, in-turn raising self-esteem
and improving wellbeing.

“We’re delighted that Peabody
recognises the life changing impact
of our work in creating healing
homes for women. We hope our
partnership continues so that this
support becomes the benchmark
for survivors’ housing.”

Cllr Ahsan Khan, the coun-
cil’s housing lead said: “It must
be incredibly difficult and over-
whelming for survivors to leave a
controlling, hostile and intimidat-
ing environment. Survivors that
access refuge services often must
move long distances for safety,
and finding move-on accommoda-
tion subsequently can be disrup-
tive to survivors’ lives and healing;
this pilot is a great opportunity to
keep survivors close to their new
and existing support networks.”

Further information can be found
on Furnishing Future’s website:
furnishingfutures.org

A living room that was refurbished as part of the scheme Credit Peabody/Furnishing Futures
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Residents move into
Walthamstow high-rise
after four-year build

Though the 17-storey Juniper House building has
started filling up after construction finished in August,
a quarter of its private sale flats remain unsold

by Marco Marcelline

brand new residential

tower block opposite

Walthamstow Central

Station has opened
to residents.

Called Juniper House, the
building was constructed by The
Hill Group on behalf of Waltham
Forest Council, and it comprises
91 homes, 50% of which the
council says are affordable.

Plans to build the 17-storey,
91-flat building were agreed in
June 2019, and construction
began later that year with an
expected finish in 2021. Hill
Group did not finish construc-
tion works until August last
year, however, amid negotia-
tions with the council over an
increase in costs that, according
to an official report, risked turn-
ing into a legal battle.

Earlier this year, the council
report laid bare the financial
troubles afflicting the project.
After it became £4million more
expensive than the £37.7m
budget agreed four years

previously, the council revised
prior expectations of a £2.6m
profit down to a £562,000 loss.

According to the report, nearly
half of the increase in costs
was down to Hill Partnerships
requesting an additional £1.8m
from Waltham Forest because of
“Covid-19” and “significant cost
inflation to both materials and
labour” caused by “global and
national market conditions”.

The building had previously
been vacant council offices. It’s
the third residential building
by the Waltham Forest Capital
Delivery team to be completed
this year and it includes 23
flats for social rent, and 18 for
shared ownership.

At the time of going to press,
15 of the total 50 private buy flats
were marked as still available on
the development’s official website,
while a further nine are marked
as reserved. The cheapest flat,
a one-bedroom, is on sale for
£390,000 (the average price
for a flat in outer London was
£347,500 in March 2023), while
the most expensive, a two-bed, is

A wide drone shot of the Juniper House development in Walthamstow town centre

Credit Waltham Forest Council

on offer for £590,000.

As well as new homes, the devel-
opment includes two floors that
will be dedicated to part of the new
University of Portsmouth campus.

The university campus, the
borough’s first, will initially
occupy two floors in Juniper
House. The first undergraduate
students will start in September,
while postgraduate students will
begin their studies in February.
The university campus’ main
building will be in the as yet
uncompleted Central House in
Hoe Street.

Juniper House also contains a
53-place pre-school nursery with
its own play area, while the coun-
cil has boasted about the build-
ing’s “low-carbon” heating that is
provided by communal air source
heat pumps and solar panels.

This was a feature praised by
a newly-moved resident who
spoke to the Echo on the condi-
tion of anonymity. She estimated
that around 59 or so people
had moved into Block A by the
middle of December. Block A is
split between private and shared
ownership flats, while Block B
and C are reserved for social
rent. The resident praised the
views from the property but said
bins were only being collected
once a fortnight, and manage-
ment was “slow to respond” to
complaints and queries.

The council’s housing lead
Ahsan Khan said: “The com-
pletion of Juniper House is a
monumental achievement when
interest rates are continuing to
rise in the housebuilding sector.
We are doing our part to tackle
the housing crisis by building
the right homes in the right
places to help local people get
on the property ladder and live
close to their friends, family,

-' and support networks.”

In a press release, the council

#2 | said that further works to on-site

commercial spaces will continue

| this year, with their opening

scheduled for “late 2024”.

An illustration of what the approved development will look like Credit NEAT Developments
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Blackhorse Lane

[

skyscrapers get
council go ahead

Construction on the Uplands
Business Park development
may begin in the summer

by Marco Marcelline

altham Forest Coun-
cil has green-lit
plans to turn a Wal-

thamstow trading estate into a
sprawling mixed-use development
featuring a set of 38-storey towers.

The development is backed by the
world’s largest asset manager, Black-
Rock, and Neat Developments.

Outline planning permission was
granted at a council meeting on Sth
December for five residential towers
reaching 30 to 38 storeys as part of
the development’s second phase.

The development will also
include three towers at 18 storeys
as well as six smaller towers of up
to eleven storeys.

To make way for the project, the
site’s 35 low-rise industrial units
will be demolished except Uplands
House, an office building previously
used as a college.

The council has touted that it will
bring 1,800 new “high-quality”
homes as well as more than 1,000
jobs to the area. In addition to a
boost in the borough’s residential
capacity, there will be industrial floor
space of 29,000 square metres.

The plans additionally include
increases in biodiversity and openly

accessible green spaces such as a new
wetlands park to link in with the
wider green area network.

The council says that essential
infrastructure will support new and
existing communities such as new
educational facilities, health ser-
vices, walking and cycling improve-
ments to roads, and funding to
local community hubs.

There has been notable push-
back to the plans, however. In
October a local historic society
slammed the development, calling
it “appalling” as well as describ-
ing the proposed designs as “com-
pletely out of character” with the
surrounding area.

In its formal objections to the
development, Waltham Forest Civic
Society added that it would make
the Lea Valley look like “New
York’s Central Park”.

Ahsan Khan, the council’s hous-
ing lead, said: “We are pleased
that the plans to transform Black-
horse Lane with Uplands Business
Park have been agreed and the
real work can begin. This is going
to be a huge bonus for residents
once complete, creating thousands
of new homes and jobs with more
improvements to the surround-
ing environment.”
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Vestry House Museum
Credit Vestry House Museum
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Vest House Museum set
to reopen in ‘early 2026’

The Walthamstow Village museum will undergo a
£4.5m redevelopment with works starting this year

by Marco Marcelline

n “early 2026 reopen-

ing date has been set

for Vestry House

Museum as it pre-
pares for a £4.5million revital-
isation project.

The museum shut its doors to
the public on 23rd December
ahead of the works which will
begin early this year. Its garden
is staying open to visitors until
18th February.

Waltham Forest Council has
appointed architecture firm
Studio Weave, which rede-
signed Lea Bridge Library, to
lead the project.

The revitalisation is set to
include improved disability and
general access, new creative
workspaces and a café.

The project comes as a key
part of the council’s Levelling Up
Fund programme.

The council has committed
£4.5m to the redevelopment
after receiving a total of £17m
from the government’s Level-
ling Up Fund. The money was
granted to the council to boost
Walthamstow’s “cultural offer”.

In a 2022 engagement doc-
ument, the council wrote that
the “reimagination” of Vestry
House would contribute to
the creation of its “15-minute
cultural neighbourhood” for
Walthamstow, alongside the res-
toration of other council-owned
buildings like Chestnuts House

and Hatherley Mews.

Another planned “cultural
offer”, Soho Theatre, has been
hit by construction delays with
its opening pushed back to
2025 from February 2024.

Vestry House currently re-
ceives around 22,000 visitors a
year, compared to over 100,000
yearly visitors at William Morris
Gallery which was revamped in
2012. The council is planning
to increase visitor numbers to
60,000 and diversify the vis-
itor demographics by inviting
school visits and hosting 150
free events.

The 18th Century Grade 2
listed building was constructed
in 1730 to house the parish
workhouse and was later used
as a police station, an armoury,
a builders’ merchants and a pri-
vate home before opening to
the public in 1931 as a local
history museum.

It is home to the borough’s
archives and local studies
library which contains 18th
and 19th Century documents
on the men, women, and chil-
dren who worked there.

The museum has a collection
of more than 100,000 histori-
cal objects and themed displays
that tell the story of the bor-
ough. Its collection includes the
famous Bremer car, a Victorian
parlour, toys, a photo archive
and its volunteer-run garden.

Archives from the reading
room will be moved to Waltham-

stow Central Library during the
renovations, though it is not clear
if they will be re-housed in Vestry
House when the works are com-
plete. The archive reading room
had once been the women’s ward
of the workhouse.

The council’s cabinet mem-
ber for culture Ros Doré said:
“We are thrilled to be work-
ing with Studio Weave on the
revitalisation of Vestry House
Museum. Their work on Lea
Bridge Library shows they have
the sensitivity and expertise to
work with us to bring new life
to this important historic asset,
making it more accessible,
inclusive and exciting for all the
borough’s residents to enjoy.”

Meanwhile, local residents and
historical preservation societies
have called on the Bremer car
to continue to be housed in
Waltham Forest while Vestry
House is redeveloped.

Chair of the Lea Valley Heri-
tage Alliance, Linsey Collier, said
the car could go to Waltham-
stow Pumphouse Museum or
the town hall during the rede-
velopment period instead of
the National Motor Museum
in Hampshire, its currently
planned destination.

The car was given to the resi-
dents of Walthamstow by engi-
neer Fredrick Bremer and was
the first British four-wheeled
internal combustion engine car
which was built at his works in
Walthamstow in 1894.

Council takes over
CRATE St James
Street site after

owner steps back

by Marco Marcelline

altham Forest Coun-
cil has announced
it will own and
manage CRATE St
James Street in a move that secures its
future until “at least” January 2026.

The move follows many weeks
of negotiations between the coun-
cil and CRATE St James Street
co-founder John Walker. The
council’s ownership will become
effective on 1st January.

In a statement, Ahsan Khan,
cabinet member for housing and
regeneration, said the council
sought ownership when the “cur-
rent management announced they
were stepping back” from the site.

CRATE St James was opened in
2019 with the understanding that it
would be a non-permanent space.
It occupies council-owned land
that had previously been a car park
blighted by anti-social behaviour.

In October, amid negotiations
between the council and CRATE
ownership on extending the lease,
unconfirmed rumours swirled on
social media that the site was set
for demolition. An online petition
against the “slated demolition”
attracted over 1,400 signatories.

In an email seen by the Echo
announcing the move, council offi-
cer Aydin Sipalogu wrote to business
owners at the site: “From January 1,
2024, Waltham Forest Council will be
taking over the ownership and man-
agement of the site and I’'m happy to
confirm the scheme’s future is guar-
anteed until at least January 2026.”

Aydin added that there would “be

CRATE opened its St James Street site in 2019

no obvious changes in the day-to-day
running of CRATE St James Street.”

Mike Gerber, co-founder of Vinyl
Vanguard, a record shop located on
the CRATE St James Street site told
the Echo that the news had “lifted
the uncertainty about the place”
that had been hanging over it for
many weeks.

The record shop moved into
CRATE in its early days in October
2019. While noting that “it’d be nice
to be in a bigger shop”, he found
CRATE rates to be “affordable”. He
said that he hoped that, as owners,
the council will put on “more music
gigs, and more comedy events” as the
site has a “hell of a lot of potential”.

In a statement shared via the coun-
cil, CRATE St James co-founder
John Walker said: “We set out in
2019 with a five-year plan to show-
case local business, support diverse
entrepreneurs and help Waltham
Forest Council with its business sup-
port, community engagement and
regeneration objectives.

“Together we have come a very
long way in meeting these goals.
The coming years though require a
different approach to better leverage
what we have built together and the
council’s improving capacity.

“T am delighted to see the CRATE
St James Street scheme transfer to
an ownership best placed to shape
a new chapter.

“The change of control also
enables me and fellow directors to
focus on new challenges, particularly
helping the social enterprise sector
scale its impact.”

CRATE did not respond when

contacted for comment.
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John Cryer calls for Gaza ceasefire

In an email to constituents, the Leyton and Wanstead MP said it was “difficult
to see what the continued military offensive in southern Gaza is achieving”

by Marco Marcelline

John Cryer MP
Credit UK Parliament

eyton and Wanstead MP John

Cryer has called for an Israel-

Hamas ceasefire, a shift from

his previous position of backing
humanitarian pauses.

In an email sent to constituents on 11th
December, Cryer cited the UN Security
Council’s “[failure] to agree a resolution
on Gaza” as one of “among other things”
that have “changed the situation in the
Middle East”.

Cryer added: “It is difficult to see what

the continued military offensive in south-
ern Gaza is achieving.”

He continued: “I have received thou-
sands of emails about Gaza and Israel
since October 7th, covering every shade
of opinion. In response to those emails,
I have always sought to give my honest
view of the situation and the above is the
same. [ will also seek to argue the above
in the coming weeks.”

Cryer did not respond to a request for
comment. Earlier, in response to a protest
outside his office on 9th November by
activists pressing him to back a ceasefire, he
told the Echo that the “best chance to save
people is to secure cessations in hostilities,
to get aid through via a pause”.

A ceasefire brokered by Qatar between
Hamas and Israel went into effect on 24th
November and lasted until 30th Novem-
ber when both parties accused each other
of wrecking the truce agreement.

The Gaza health ministry has said over
21,300 Palestinians have died in Gaza
since October 7th, with the majority
being women and children. 1.3 million
Gazans are reportedly in overcrowded
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A protest outside John Cryer’s
office on 9th November

UN-run refugee shelters with limited
access to food and water.

Constituent and Palestine activist Hil
Aked welcomed Cryer’s move, describ-
ing it as a “victory for grassroots people
power” that showed how “we have power
as local constituents™.

They added: “It’s better late than never
that John Cryer has come round and
we hope he will now push hard to end
the slaughter in Gaza. We believe that
Palestine will be free.”

Hil added that they “hope” other
Labour figures like Tottenham MP and
Shadow Foreign Secretary David Lammy
will also back an immediate ceasefire.

Irfan Akhtar of Waltham Forest Coun-
cil of Mosques (WFCOM) said: “We’re
glad and welcome the change of position.
People [in Gaza] are dying not daily but
through the minute. We will continue put-
ting pressure on a local level.”

Irfan added that a ceasefire was a “wel-
come” first step to addressing the conflict:
“We want our politicians to call for the
end of the Israeli occupation. There’s no
peace, there’s no justice in an apartheid
that needs to be dismantled.”

Cryer’s Labour colleague, Waltham-
stow MP Stella Creasy backed an SNP-led
Westminster motion calling for a ceasefire
on 15th November, while Chingford MP
Sir Tain Duncan Smith, a Conservative,
voted against. Cryer had abstained along
with the majority of Labour MPs.

That vote to abstain prompted a pro-
test outside his office in Leytonstone on
23rd November. Organisers said over
100 attended.
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Walthamstow Village church
hit by back-to-back burglaries

St Mary s appealed for donations after it was robbed on twice in one weekend

St Mary s Church Credlt Tim Crocker

by Marco Marcelline

t Mary’s Church in Wal-

thamstow Village has

estimated that “at least”

£2,500 of damage was
done to the building following
two break-ins over the last week-
end in November.

According to a spokesperson for
St Mary’s, the robbers set off with
“very little”, though they made a
“considerable amount of damage”
to the building during the break-
ins on Saturday 25th and Sunday

26th November.

Two doors in the church and a
stained glass window were “seri-
ously damaged”. The doors have
been made “more secure” since
the robbery, though the windows
need to be replaced.

The spokesperson added that
the church is entering the new
year running a significant loss,
as its operating costs are “well
in excess” of £250,000 per year
which is the amount needed to
staff, heat, maintain and run the
church building.

The majority of the church’s
income comes from donations.
While the church “expects” to
use insurance to cover repair
costs from the break-in, it is
inviting visitors, supporters, and
local residents to send a private
donation to help them with their
looming budget deficit.

Reverend Vanessa Conant, rec-
tor of St Mary’s Walthamstow and
the Parish of Walthamstow, said
that alongside the break-ins, the
church has been grappling with
various antisocial behaviour on
the church grounds such as “an
increase” in drug dealing and drug
taking and a rise in people who are
experiencing mental health crises
without support.

Rev Conant said: “These recent
burglaries, as well as some of the
other antisocial behaviour we
have encountered, are a reminder
of the desperate situations that
many in our community find
themselves in, whether that be
because of poverty, fear, substance
abuse, poor mental health or some
combination of all of these.”

Rev Conant explained that the

antisocial incidents have meant
that St Mary’s has had to “care-
fully balance [its] commitment
to welcoming all alongside [its]
responsibility to keep others
safe”. She added: “All people are
welcome at St Mary’s, but not all
behaviours are welcome.”

The church underwent a twelve-
month regeneration project
through 2022, and was re-opened
in December last year. Prior to
the church’s re-opening it was
not open most days, but it now
welcomes visitors throughout the
entire week. The church building
also houses the independent Froth
& Rind cafe and an exhibition
space with a permanent history
display about St Mary’s.

St Mary’s began its regeneration
project after an architect’s report in
2015 indicated the church had to
make urgent repairs to its building,
The report prompted the church to
look at how it could better serve
the community around it. Earlier
this year, the church’s £3.4million
revamp was recognised and nom-
inated for a prestigious New Lon-
don Architecture Award.

Leyton ‘warm hub’ opens doors for winter

The Seddon Centre is open every Wednesday afternoon. It aims to
support local people batthng rlslng living costs and social isolation

‘warm hub’ has opened
its doors in Leyton to

help those struggling -

to heat their homes
this winter.

Housing association and social
landlord London & Quadrant
(L&Q) ran its free warm hub at
the Seddon Centre in Leyton last
winter, and is open again every
Wednesday from 12-4pm.

L&Q describe the hub as a
“warm, friendly space for peo-
ple to come and get a hot drink,
make friends, play games and
engage with staff who can offer
free employment and finan-
cial advice”.

Last winter, three of the social
landlord’s flagship community
centres hosted warm hubs.
According to L&Q, 144 residents
visited in total, with attendance

going up each month it was open.

Matt Corbett, director of L&Q
Foundation said: “The cost of liv-
ing remains a real challenge for

The Seddon Centre
Credit L&Q

low-income households. We sur-
veyed our residents last year and
found that 60% expected they
would have to choose between

heating and eating over the win-
ter. This was before the higher
costs for heating homes took
hold — with Ofgem announcing
that energy prices will rise again
in January.

“In times of economic hard-
ship, our duty to help those that
are less well-off is more import-
ant than ever. That’s why we’re
re-opening our hubs this year,
offering local people a warm
meeting place and home away
from home.”

Last winter, Waltham Forest
Council used 44 buildings and
community venues across the bor-
ough to offer residents support
and advice. The venues used were
either community living rooms,
community kitchens, or libraries.

The Seddon Centre is at 33
Clydes Place, E10 5AS.

Credit Transport for London

Walthamstow
to Finchley
‘Superloop’ bus
route launches

brand new Transport

for London (TfL)

‘Superloop’ bus route

connecting Waltham-
stow with Finchley launched on
9th December.

The SL1 bus launch comes after
the SL.10 route between Harrow
and North Finchley went into
operation on 25th November.
The Superloop, which is a ring
of express bus routes connecting
outer London boroughs, was first
announced in May.

The SL1 route runs alongside
part of the existing route 221
between North Finchley and
New Southgate and part of route
34 between Arnos Grove and
Walthamstow. It includes stops
at Crooked Billet, Walthamstow
Bell Corner and Walthamstow
Market, as well as Waltham-
stow Central which serves as
the route’s terminus.

The SL1 also stops in Ching-
ford, following “positive
feedback” TfL received in its con-
sultation round for the service,
and stops at travel connections
like New Southgate, Arnos Grove
and Silver Street stations.

At Walthamstow Central, the
SL1 will connect with future route
SL2, which will take riders to the
Royal Docks and include stops
in Gants Hill, Ilford, Barking and
Gallions Reach.

The full loop of the Super-
loop will be complete by this
spring, as the SL2, SL.3 and SLS
enter service.

The express bus runs every
twelve minutes Monday to Satur-
day and every 15 minutes on eve-
nings and Sundays. This service,
combined with bus route 34, will
mean customers can expect a bus
every five to six minutes during
Monday to Saturday, up from
every eight minutes previously.
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A police cordon on Cheney

Row Park last year
Credit Penny Dampier
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found guilty of party murder

Chase Griffith murdered Sam Brown
at Cheney Row Park in July 2022

by Marco Marcelline

man who fled to the

Caribbean in a bid to

evade police has been

found guilty of the
murder of 28-year-old Sam Brown
in Walthamstow.

Chase Griffith, 22, of Ashfield
Parade in Southgate, shot and killed
Sam at a party in Cheney Row Park
in Higham Hill on 24th July 2022.

Griffith fled to Saint Lucia follow-
ing the murder and was extradited
back to the UK in December 2022.

Detective Chief Inspector Kelly
Allen, who led the investigation,
said: “This conviction brings an
end to a long and painstaking
investigation by officers from the
Met assisted by colleagues at the
National Crime Agency. I am
very grateful for their assistance
with the extradition of Griffith.

“Sam Brown was gunned down
in the street by Chase Griffith in
an act of perceived revenge fol-
lowing a stabbing that had taken
place earlier that night. Griffith
then fled the country to Saint

Credit Met Police

Lucia, while Sam’s family grieved
his brutal murder.

“Thanks to diligent detective
work, using CCTV and other
forensic evidence, a watertight
case was built against Griffith
allowing his arrest and extradi-
tion back to the UK to face jus-
tice. Sam’s family are very much
in my thoughts today. I once
again wish to express my deepest
sympathy to them.”

In a statement provided by the
Met, Sam’s family said: “We will
never have any closure to what
actually happened to our son that
night. We all have to move on
with our lives as we know that’s
what Sam would want us to do.
He will always be our angel and
never forgotten.”

The court heard how Griffith
and Sam attended a party where
around 150 people were present
in Cheney Row Park, Waltham-
stow on 23rd July last year.

In the early hours of the follow-
ing morning (24th July) a man at
the party was taken to hospital
with a stab wound. In the after-
math of the stabbing, Griffith
produced a firearm and, believing
Sam was in some way responsi-
ble, shot him in the street.

According to police, Sam stag-
gered into his car and managed
to drive a short distance before
falling unconscious. He later suc-
cumbed to his injuries in hospital.

Following the shooting, Grif-
fith fled the scene and travelled to

{ | the Southgate area. After arriving

home, the court heard how he
attempted to cover his tracks by

disposing of a distinctive track-
suit he was wearing.

Three days later Chase boarded
a flight to Saint Lucia in the
Caribbean from Gatwick Airport,
and in a further attempt to con-
fuse police, he had cut his hair.

He remained in Saint Lucia until
his extradition to Gatwick Airport
on 8th December.

Detective Chief Inspector Allen
added: “This was a challenging
investigation. Although numerous
people were at this gathering and
many witnessed Griffith shoot-
ing Sam, people were reluctant to
come forward and speak to police.

“However, through forensic
CCTV analysis and meticulous
investigative work using mobile
phone data, we were able to con-
clusively prove Griffith was the
person responsible for this mur-
der. T am pleased that the hard
work of the investigating team
has paid off and a dangerous indi-
vidual has been held to account
for this callous murder.”

Griffith will be sentenced at the
Old Bailey on 12th January.

Chase Griffith Credit Met Police

Leyton killer among
four convicted of
Walthamstow murder

Kammar Henry-Richards was one of
fourwho killed Kacey Boothe as he
was leaving a child’s birthday party

in Forest Rise last August

Kammar Henry Richards was convicted of
murder in December Credit Met Police

our men have been con-
victed of murdering Kacey
Boothe in Walthamstow
last summer.

The 25-year-old from Stratford
was shot in Forest Rise at around
9.30pm on 13th August 2022, and
later died in hospital.

Following a ten-week trial at
the Old Bailey Kammar Henry-
Richards, from Leyton, was found
guilty of murder alongside Ka’mani
Brightly-Donaldson, Joao Pateco-te
and Jeffrey Gyimah.

The four were also convicted of
conspiracy to murder another man
and conspiracy to possess a firearm
with intent to endanger life.

Kacey was shot as he left a chil-
dren’s birthday party at Peterhouse
Community Centre. Police said
the murder took place “against a
background of violent incidents”
between two gangs of which the
defendants and Kacey were asso-
ciated with.

Detective Chief Inspector Larry

/| !
Kacey Boothe was shotas he was leaving
a child’s birthday party Credit Met Police
Smith said: “I would like to com-
mend my team for their tenacious
and dedicated investigation, trawl-
ing through hours of CCTV, ana-
lysing mobile phones and speaking
with a number of witnesses to piece
together the exact movements of
these individuals prior to this
deadly attack.

“T am pleased to see these men
held responsible for their actions
and hope this serves as a warning
to other people who involve them-
selves in gang related violence, that
we will take robust action.

“Ultimately, a family have lost
their loved one and for this my
thoughts remain with Kacey’s fam-
ily and friends at this time. I hope
today’s verdict will help them to
move forward.”

A fifth man, Roody Thomas,
previously pleaded guilty to pos-
session of a firearm.

All five will be sentenced at the
Old Bailey at a later date to be con-
firmed in January, police said.

Police appeal for witnesses after
Leyton Station ‘arson attack’

olice are still appealing for

witnesses to a suspected

arson attack on a Central

Line train at Leyton Sta-
tion on 2nd December.

In a video of the incident posted on
Twitter/X by London & UK Street
News, smoke can be seen billow-
ing out of an empty tube carriage.
A small blaze is seen at the far-end
of the carriage while people watch
on the platform.

According to the British Transport
Police (BTP), who are investigating
the blaze, the affected tube pulled into
Leyton Station at around 10.13pm.

In a statement to the Echo, the
BTP said that officers were called just
before 11.50pm to a report of a bag
that had “melted into the floor of the
train”. It is unclear whether the train
carriage was already ablaze before
the train pulled into Leyton Station.

No arrests have yet been made.
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From aerial hoops to human-sized balloons, the circus acts kept the audience on their toes Credit Michael Lynch

An absolute ruckus!

Selin Azimkar reviews Revel Puck Circus’ festive show at Fellowship
Square, finding it to be a celebration of joy and community

n the heart of Walthamstow, a progres-

sive circus takes centre stage, captivat-

ing audiences with a fresh approach to

the longstanding art form. Meet the

Revel Puck Circus, a talented and innovative

troupe that emerged in 2018, determined to
redefine the public perception of circuses.

The circus show has been entertaining

Waltham Forest residents since its debut in

Leyton Jubilee Park in 2021, and last month

they took their big top tent to the town hall

for a festive residency called The Ruckus,

Credit Michael Lynch

which absolutely lived up to its name.

In Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Oberon, the king of fairies, instructs
Puck, a powerful, mischievous, and humor-
ous fairy, to use the juice of a magical flower
to ensure that characters fall in love with the
next person they see.

It is no secret that Puck the fairy and the
Revel Puck Circus both use the power of
whimsical and fantasy-infused magic. The
Revel Puck Circus performers create a spell-
binding show that leaves their audience

enchanted and captivated in their fascinating
realm of entertainment.

Drawing a parallel to the magical flower
that Puck uses in Shakespeare’s play, the
Revel Puck Circus harnesses a similar
enchantment. Instead of a mystical potion,
the magic there lies in the circus performers’
artistry, skill, and sheer brilliance.

As Puck’s love potion causes characters
to love the first person they see, the circus’s
enchanting acts and dazzling displays have
a comparable effect on their audience. The

Credit Michael Lynch
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Revel Puck Circus audience is drawn into a
world of wonder and whimsy, where every
performance exhibits pure magic.

Just like Puck’s antics led to humorous and
unpredictable performances, The Ruckus
encourages the audience’s laughter with ran-
dom and comedic performances. This fun com-
edy on stage fosters a connection and love for
the performances and characters in the show.

An embodiment of the spirit Shakespeare’s
Puck brought to life centuries ago, the
show dazzles as each performer’s talents,
skills, and friendly stage presence create an
enchanting performance.

No laws of artistic tradition are set in stone;
not even the rule of gravity. Performers dance
in the air, quite literally, raising the stakes of
wonder and entertainment for their audi-
ences. Under the big top, the circus’s talented
performers shock audiences with hair-hang-
ing acrobats, human-sized balloons, dancing
gymnastics and much more.

Daisy Minto, Revel Puck Circus’ market-
ing manager, delved into the circus’s artistic
mission, creative process, and commitment
to community engagement.

With the team’s fresh approach to circus
artistry, Daisy explained: “We strive to edu-
cate our audiences on modern circuses and
what we are. We want people to feel confi-
dent and trust in what we do.”

Daisy explained that “challenges lead
to positive outcomes” in the team’s artis-
tic vision and performances. Their ever-
evolving performances will always embrace
these challenges.

Each show will be “a performance you
can’t believe until you see it. Every five min-
utes, there’s truly something you haven’t
seen before. All the artists have a very spe-
cific relationship to their disciplines. They
are always inventing and coming up with
new ways to perform”.

Moving forwards, Revel Puck strives to
gain a permanent location for their tent and
are encouraging the public to speak to the
council to encourage space for the formation
of Revel Puck Circus’s permanent home.
Check what Revel Puck Circus are up to next by

signing up to their newsletter on their website:
revelpuckcircus.com
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Nature notes

Kelly Bewers takes a winter walk among
the ancient oaks and inquisitive squirrels
at Hollow Pond, Leytonstone

h R —
pping Forest is a pro-
tected strip of ancient
woodland that stretches
like a curled finger
across 5,900 acres from Epping
all the way down to the heart of
East London.

And it is here, nestled between
Whipps Cross Road and Holly-
bush Hill in Leytonstone, that
we find Hollow Pond, one of my
favourite local green spaces.

Like the colourful history of
Epping Forest, also known as the
‘People’s Forest” for the successful
protest movement in the late 19th
Century that resisted enclosure by
the Crown and ensured the forest
remained accessible as common
land for all, Hollow Pond has its
own curious social history.

In the late 1800s gravel was
extracted from the land to sup-
port road building in the area.
This ceased in 1878 but left
a series of water-filled pits on
marshy land. In 1905 a group
of unemployed labourers were
engaged by the council to expand
the lake, creating the pools and
islands we enjoy today.

To the north of the site, one
of these ponds became a pop-
ular public bathing pool, fed
by natural springs. It was beset
by silt build up, so in 1923 the
local authority invested £7,000
to develop it into a lido; the larg-
est in Britain at the time. Much
loved by the local community it

was sadly closed in 1983 due to
ongoing hygiene problems.

In the winter months our local
green spaces might feel bare and
uninviting. The short days and
harsh weather can impact our
mood and sense of wellbeing. But
look a little closer and nature still
has plenty of delights to offer and
a stroll around Hollow Pond can
be restorative.

Hundreds of oak trees gather
around the banks of the pond like
still and silent sentinels. With-
out leaves you can appreciate the
incredible tree architecture, the
lacing of branches, the unusual
bend of a trunk, the lofty height
of reaching limbs, the texture of
the bark.

I’m always amazed at how the
oaks on the eastern side of the
pond seem to grow in gravity-de-
fying directions, creating incred-
ible shapes and shadows. As you
wander among the trees, perhaps
stretch out your own limbs and
reach up to the sky. Unfold from
the winter curling in and remem-
ber that you are a body too!

A January walk here will
undoubtedly involve mud. The
paths and puddles are definitely
not to be trodden in your favour-
ite shoes. Noticing the soil during
winter is another way to bring
awareness to the seasonal cycles.
Although the landscape during
winter might seem colourless and
sparse, the magic is all happening

A wintry Hollow Pond

underground.

Deep beneath the brown clay
and soggy earth, seeds of blue-
bells, daffodils and spring’s wild-
flowers are being enriched. The
debris from autumn’s fallen leaves
are nourishing new growth.

Not everything is hibernating
at Hollow Pond. Despite the
cold and frost, squirrels always
abound. Scurrying from tree to
tree, making brave leaps among
the branches and pausing to stare
curiously as you walk beneath
them. Stay awhile to watch as
they explore, gathering in nuts
and acorns. Look closely at the
forest floor and see what you can
see; a feather, a stone, a mush-
room or a sprig of holly.

Finally, look out across the
water and you’ll see mallard
ducks, Canada geese and great
white swans floating grace-
fully. You might even see the
heron. I find him most often on
the north-eastern edge, tucked
into the marshy shallows, still
as a statue, waiting to dart his
sharp beak into the water for
a silty breakfast.

Ours is the only London bor-
ough with “forest’ in its name, so
let’s celebrate Waltham Forest’s
wild places this winter and maybe
we’ll even learn something about
ourselves from the wisdom and
magic they reveal.

Hollow Pond is a 20-minute
walk from Leytonstone Station.

Parents

criticise

MP’s climate votes

Families gathered at Higham Park to
protest the Chingford MP’s climate record
Credit Joanne Warren Moore

group of Highams Park
parents have taken Ching-
ford MP Iain Duncan
Smith to task on his envi-
ronmental voting record.

At a small protest on 25th Novem-
ber, the parents highlighted the MP’s
climate record, such as voting to
dump sewage in rivers, lakes and
seas and his support for new UK oil
and gas exploration.
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Local constituent and mum of one,
Jessica Bridges, said she was “really
disappointed” to learn about the
Chingford and Woodford Green
MP’s voting history on climate issues.

She said: “He’s consistently used
his voting power in parliament to
block progress on issues like frack-
ing bans, and he voted against
stopping water companies dump-
ing sewage in rivers and lakes. Like
many people who live on the fringes
of Epping Forest I care about our
environment and I find it concerning
that he doesn’t appear to.”

According to the website They-
WorkForYou, which collects and
aggregates the parliamentary voting
records of MPs, Iain Duncan Smith
has “generally voted against mea-
sures to prevent climate change®.

Tain Duncan Smith’s office did not
respond to a request for comment.
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LICENSING ACT 2003

Application for the Variation
of a Premises Licence

LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice Of Application
For A Premises Licence

Notice is hereby given that Halil Yasar has
applied to the London Borough of Waltham
Forest for the grant of a Premises Licence
at Buy And Save 251/255 High Street,
Walthamstow E17 7BH. The nature of the
application is as follows:

¢ The variation of the premises
plans to add the Unit No 251 to
existing premises licence no:
f01517253-/1"

The Licensing register listing full details
of the application is kept by the Licensing
Service, Waltham Forest Town Hall,
Fellowship Square, Forest Road, London
E17 4JF. The application may be viewed
Monday to Friday between the hours of
9am-5pm (except Bank Holidays).

Any person wishing to make a representation
in respect of the above activities may do so
in writing to the Licensing Service, Waltham
Forest Town Hall, Fellowship Square,

Forest Road, London E17 4JF or via email:
Licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk

Representations must be received no later
than 25/01/2024.

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly
make a false statement in connection with
this application. A person is liable to an
unlimited fine on conviction should such a
false statement be made.

Notice is given that JPHA LTD has applied
to London Borough of Waltham Forest
Licensing Authority for a Premises Licence
under the Licensing Act 2003.

¢ Premises: Unit T2, Leyton Industrial
Village, Argall Ave, London E10 7QP

¢ The licensable activities and
timings are: Sale of alcohol (off
the premises), Monday—Sunday,
00:00am-23:59pm

The Licensing register listing full details

of the application is kept by the Licensing
Section, Town Hall, Fellowship Square,
Forest Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF.
The application may be viewed Monday to
Friday between the hours of 9am — 5pm
(except Bank Holidays).

Any person wishing to make a representation
in respect of the above activities may do

so in writing to the Licensing Section,
London Borough of Waltham Forest, Town
Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest Road,
Walthamstow, London E17 4JF or via email:
Licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk

Representations must be received no later
than 18th January 2024.

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly
make a false statement in connection with
this application. A person is liable to an
unlimited fine on conviction should such a
false statement be made.
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Mayor Roy Berg (right) at the Leytonstone menorah lighting on Sunday 10th December
Credit Ruth Schryber

ver 250 people from the
local community attended
the fifth annual menorah

lighting outside Leytonstone Sta-
tion on Sunday 10th December.

The guests enjoyed traditional

doughnuts, latkes and steaming
hot chocolate, as well as live music.

nstone

Menora

i

Entertainment came in the
shape of local band Stew Curtis’
Klezmer Without Borders, with
virtuoso jazz reedsman Stew
Curtis on sax, Mark Adelman on
keyboards, Rob Rickenberg on
bass and Guy Dewar on drums.
Guests were also treated to a

fast-paced martial arts inspired
LED light show from Manic of
Infinity Circus.

The shamash was lit by mayor
of Waltham Forest Roy Berg and
the blessings for Fourth Night of
Chanukah were sung by Chazzan
Menorah Scharf. Following this,
the crowd joined in for Mo’az
Tzur, a prelude to further spir-
ited singing well into the evening
including Jewish anthems such as
Am Yisroel Chai and a rendition
of Acheynu sung by Turan Webb
and Fyvish Honig.

Leytonstone and Wanstead Syn-
agogue’s Rabbi Yitzchok Austin
addressed the crowd of local Shul
members, visitors, friends and
local dignitaries, including coun-
cillors and Waltham Forest Coun-
cil representatives such as leader
Grace Williams, and London
Assembly member Sem Moema.

WHIPPS CROSS

Hospital cleaners, caterers, and
laundry staff go on Christmas strike

aterers, porters, cleaners,
and laundry workers at

Whipps Cross went on

strike over the Christmas period.

The strike is a ramping up of

Unite’s ongoing dispute with Barts
Health NHS Trust over “unsafe”
staffing levels and inadequate pay.
Barts Health manages Whipps
Cross Hospital along with six
other London hospitals.

Synergy staff took strike action

between 18th — 26th December,
while NHS facilities staff walked
out between 18th — 22nd Decem-
ber and on Christmas Day and
Boxing Day.

Synergy is an outsourced com-

pany providing linen and laundry
services to the NHS. In autumn,
Synergy staff at Barts joined doc-
tors and consultants on strike.

Additional staff from the East

and South East London pathol-
ogy partnership, who work in

haematology, biochemistry, and
blood transfusion laboratories at
Whipps Cross, also joined the dis-
pute. Unite says their action comes
“due to anger over an imposed
restructure that [staff] believe will
put patient safety at risk”.

In October, it was revealed that
Barts Health will join with Bark-
ing, Havering and Redbridge Uni-
versity Hospitals Trust (BHRUT)
to become “one group” called
Barts NHS Group. The trusts are
set to merge into one executive
board by April 2025.

Over 1,000 workers at the trust

Credit Andresr via Canva

are in dispute over pay, safe staff-
ing levels, bank rates and lump-
sum payments. Unite says that
workers are experiencing staff
shortages which threaten patient
safety and the welfare of staff.

The strikes caused significant
disruption to catering, portering,
cleaning and facilities maintenance
over the festive period.

Unite general secretary Sharon
Graham said: “Barts could easily
end this dispute but it is refusing
to agree to Unite’s reasonable
demands. Our NHS members
are fighting for fair pay and to
put an end to dangerously low
levels of staffing.

“Itis an outrage that our mem-
bers at Barts, who are some of the
lowest paid staff in the NHS and
who are struggling during this
cost of living crisis, have been
denied the lump-sum payment
they are entitled to.”
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WALTHAMSTOW

Woman dies after
being struck by bus at
Walthamstow Bus Station

woman in her 70s died
after being hit by a route
212 bus at Walthamstow

Bus Station on 15th December.

The bus station was closed
overnight while an investigation
was carried out. It reopened just
before 6.25am the next morning,
Waltham Forest Council said.

The name and identity of the
woman, who was pronounced
dead at the scene, has not yet
been revealed by police.

According to a Transport
for London (TfL) spokesper-
son, the operator of the bus
involved in the crash was Go
Ahead London. The police are
leading an investigation with
the support of TfL, the spokes-
person confirmed.

When asked if a bus driver
had resigned or been suspended,
TfL refused to comment citing
“ongoing” investigations.

In a statement, TfL said:
“We are extremely saddened
that a woman has tragically

died after a collision with a
bus and our thoughts are with
their family and friends. We
are working urgently with the
operator, Go-Ahead London,
and the police to investigate
what happened. We are think-
ing of everyone affected by
this incident and will support
everyone however we can.”

The Metropolitan Police
said it was called at around
5.15pm on 15th December “to
a collision between a bus and
a pedestrian at Walthamstow
Bus Station”.

Responding to the fatal-
ity, Walthamstow MP Stella
Creasy tweeted that she was
“devastated by the incident at
Walthamstow bus station —
thoughts very much with the
friends and family”.

There has been no reported
arrest and witnesses who are
yet to speak to police are asked
to call 101 quoting reference
number 5575/15dec.

LEYTON

Refugee welcome hub
opens at Lea Bridge Library

he council opened a wel-
come hub for refugees
at Lea Bridge Library

last month, after successfully
applying for Waltham Forest to
become a sanctuary borough.

The new hub, which opened
on 14th December, aims to
provide support across a range
of areas to residents from refu-
gee and migrant backgrounds,
including people seeking asylum.

Council leader Grace Wil-
liams said: “I’m proud that
we have been recognised as
an official ‘Borough of Sanc-
tuary’. Waltham Forest has
gained so much from people
who have come here from
around the world and enriched
our community.”

Over the last few years, the

Council leader Grace Williams (centre)
with community volunteers Mo (left)
and Talal (right) at the opening on 14th
December Credit Waltham Forest Council

borough has welcomed refu-
gees from Ukraine, Afghani-
stan and Syria who all arrived
as part of the government’s
dedicated resettlement schemes.
More than 400 people seeking
asylum, including children,
have been placed in two contin-
gency hotels in the borough by
the Home Office.
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Meet FC’s star
pitch side interviewer

David O’Driscoll speaks to JJ Sadowski,
the man behind the football club’s
YouTube channel Stow TV

t’s not often that football

columns turn their focus

away from the players,

but I couldn’t miss the
chance to speak to the main
man behind Stow TV.

JJ Sadowski has been con-
ducting interviews with players,
managers, and representatives
of the club post-match for some
years now. JJ, who has gained
plaudits for his very natural and
informal interviewing style, tells
me there’s also much more to
what he does to keep the Stow
FC show on the road.

“I started supporting them
ten years ago when they were
called Waltham Forest. I come
down to hang out with my
mate Andrzej Perkins.” Per-
kins is Stow FC’s communica-
tions manager and since then
has enlisted J]J in multiple roles
over the years.

He explains: “I'm involved in
pretty much everything. From
around midday on match day,
I’'m at Wadham Lodge sort-
ing out the changing rooms,
checking on the pitch, trying
to get everything as ready as
possible.” J] is also involved
post-match, entertaining the
opposing team’s officials and
sorting out refreshments.

In a previous life JJ was a Ley-
ton Orient fan but nowadays
he’s 100% behind Waltham-
stow FC. A reason why he took
to Stow was because of how
seriously they take their com-
munity responsibilities, he says.

JJ employed his informal
interviewing style after notic-
ing that a colleague’s formal
approach did not prompt much
of a response from players.
“These guys have interesting
stories; you just need to find a

way to get to them. I felt that
[happened] once [I] started
talking to the players [nor-
mally]. Since then, I’ve sort of
developed my style.”

JJ’s Stow FC highlight so far
was the “magical” day when
the club won the Essex Senior
League in 2022 in front of a
bumper crowd at Wadham
Lodge. Despite a currently tricky
period, he feels the team could
still be successful this year and
“hopefully” reach the play offs.

Through talking to him I came
to realise the extraordinary
number of other roles he plays
at Walthamstow. His work can
often go unnoticed and unap-
preciated, yet he is vital to main-
taining a non-league community
club with a small budget.

You can watch JJ’s pitch side interviews
on Walthamstow FC’s YouTube channel:
youtube.com/walthamstowfc
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LETTERS

Crematorium
objection

Dear WFE

ISHARE ALL OBJECTIONS TO
the current proposal by the
council to disrespectfully build a
new crematorium in Chingford
Mount Cemetery.

Any imposition of a cremato-
rium would impede the existing
public rights of way and would
lead to increased motor vehicle
pollution from high volumes of
daily traffic congestion.

To create a crematorium in
Chingford Mount Cemetery
would be disrespectful to the
dead and distressing to the living
as well as thousands of bereaved
families. It would also impede

upon access to the Royal Brit-
ish Legion and Commonwealth
World War One/Two graves.
Access to processional ceremonial
events, acts of remembrance at
the consecrated war monument
and garden of remembrance
would also be affected.

I ask that the council looks
again to find a practical solution
if it appears a new crematorium
is in fact required. It can be pos-
sible to use a less congested traf-
fic zone like Sewardstone Road
where there is already a simul-
taneous planning consent and
safest planning option available.

Patrick Smith
Chingford

Cut the NHS

SOIMC

slack

Dear WFE

I MEET LOTS OF LOCAL
people in the course of various
voluntary tasks. It’s sometimes
difficult to avoid hearing worries
and grumbles about GP services
being bad. But we don’t seem to
devote the same energy to cele-
brating them when they’re good?

A couple of weeks ago I went
along to my practice to ask for a
face-to-face appointment. I was
braced for third degree triage, a steer
towards doing it by phone, and, if
lucky, a slot in two weeks.

What did T get? An appoint-
ment in less than 48 hours. Once
there I was seen bang on time.

I was carefully listened to (for
more than ten minutes!) and
I got a referral for a couple of
procedures ‘to be on the safe
side”. That very afternoon I got
phone calls from the two different
institutions involved to arrange
appointments before Christmas.

And no, I am not at death’s
door; I’d just amassed a list of a
few health queries and concerns.
We all know GPs are having a
tough time but they are trying
very hard to get things right for
us. Pm sure it helps a lot if we can
be cheerful, polite and focused
when going.

Jane Harrington
Walthamstow

Email your letters to wfecho@socialspider.com by Monday 15th January
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HELP US GROW THE ECHO

Waltham Forest Echo is published
by Social Spider Community
News, a not-for-profit social

enterprise. Our mission is to hold

authority to account and provide

a platform for the community. But

because we have no shareholders

or wealthy backers we rely on
local people and organisations
to support our journalism. The
number of supporters making
monthly contributions has nearly
doubled in a year — helping us to
break even and look at how we
can grow as a publication.

WITH CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM ECHO READERS WE AIM TO:

Produce more local journalism | Expand the size of
the paper | Distribute to more locations

This month, 301 supporters contributed 31% of our monthly costs. While the paper
remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our
local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

Find out more at: walthamforestecho.co.uk/support-us

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

Darrel Hunneybell, David Hamilton, Chris Lemin, David Gardiner, Jean Duggleby, Michael Grimshaw, Dexter Coles, Roland Karthaus, Graham Millington, Renetta Neal, Graham Larkbey, Paul Schneider, Deri Jones,
Scott Davies, Madeleine Munday, lan Cadogan, Lee Mitchell, Pat Stannard, Paul Scaife, Irena Souroup, Jon Dalladay, David McDade, Community Counts UK, Saradadevii Hull-Jurkovic, Claire Weiss, George Clarke,
Ben Marlow, Creative Works, Carmen Trachenko, Transition Leytonstone, Clem Cowton, Linda Ridgers-Waite, Stephanie Waterman, Hugh Grant Peterkin, Alke Schmidt, Keith Segal, Daniel Stanley, Sarah Jones,

Bob Sullivan, Jo Pinney, Andrew Diamond, Julian Richards, James Wragg, Doreen Harding, Miranda Grell, Jawed Akhtar, Jean Anderson, Katherine Green, Shona Mackintosh, Laonikos Psimikakis, Joanna Moncrieff,
Steve Cushion, Namir Shabibi, Andrew Boyd, Florent Lassalle, The Digital Story Company, Lora Parkes, Sarah McCulloch, Amy Rixon, Holly Wilkins, Steve Roffey, Ruth Goldsmith, Kate Bohdanowicz, Kizzy Gardiner,
Louis Wallinger, Peter Brennan, Anne McKenna, Clare Thomas, Tom Thompson, Barbara Korner, Lucy Birchenough, Sam Brewster, Carolyn Difalco, Jonathan Weymer, Maura Wilding, Steven Scorer, Paul Dart, Allyiah
Walcott, Philip Hall, Debra Antwi, Amer Saad, Eduardo Regalado, Andrew Johns, Robert Bell, Claudia Hillaire, Mike Lanchin, Ben Holt, Martin Goodsell, Jo Fletcher, Darren Kneller, Salaheddin AbuEin, George T
Goodchild, William Slater, Adam Shone, Jill Hasler, Paul Clements, Alexandra Martinelli, Thomas Ableman, Matt Bennett, Wendy Wood, Gary Anderson, John Hugill, Victoria Crabb, Richard Hughes, Michael Campbell,
Bryony Forde, Matthew Rodriguez, Dara Maguire, Alex Wilson, Richard Campbell, Ben Plant, Rossalyn Warren, Saskia Rombach, Gail Courtney, Ruth Kosminsky, Ryan de Ste Croix, Chris Radley, Louisa Ackermann,
John Field, Ollie Daw, Justin Tilley, Carl Antbring, Felicity Hall, Tristan Moyle, Mary Seabrook, Joyce Quarrie, Simon Cook, Flora Fyfe-Graham, Elaine Hoctor, Jennifer Crampton, James Mayne, Rob Plant, Ciaran
O'Connor, Peter Baker, Tanja Nielsen, Darren Lawrence, Emily Emmott, Roger Huddle, Dan Browne, Sophy Harper, Adrian Stannard, Lily Nelson, Sonia Fletcher, Terence Button-Sands, Ellie Dawes, Derrick Hibbett,
Justina Forristal, David Cato, Anne Strudwick, Mark Brown, Nick Dovey, Christina Caré, Jon Parker-Dean, Sophie & John deGraft-Johnson, Rhod Morgan, Steve Bloomfield, Abigail Ross, Ruth Parmessur, Albert Carter-
Phillips, Mary Burnett, Simon Thompson, Niklas Friedberg, Angie Tillyer, Helen Porter, Sybil Ritten, Rob Skipwith, James Baines, Graham Norman, Alex Maws, Rosio Cafarelli, John Gilbert, Roy Sutton, Matt Button,
Karen Ruddock, Alistair Scott, Jane Tilson, Liam Jones, Sarah Jones, Hilda Varley, Emily Parsonage, Elisa Williams, Lisa Lisker, Jason Halverson, Alex Lee, Lloyd Purnell, Katherine Stokes, Catherine Tildesley Mears,
Richard Thompson, Megan Cupid and Ed Torpey, Jonny Davies, Carolyn Axtell, pam williams, Esther Neslen, Cranston Watts, Rachael Castell, Hewing Wittare, Martin Riches, Daniel Garay, Roland Zell, David Boote,
Manuel Arroyo-Kalin, Deborah Nash, Steve Lambert, Helen Weighell, Ines Nastali, Lydia Noon, Mark and Laura McCormack, Mary Logan, Claire Lee Shepherd, Thomas Greenhill, Marisa Takom, Annie Constable, Tom
Penn, Mette Isaksen, Tony Lawlor, Joseph Clift, Akhtarul Haque, Jane McCormick, Jon Seymour Jr., Scott Rodgers, Linda Green, Claire Hambleton, Clive Power, Lesley Finlayson, Lewis Robinson, David O'Driscoll,
Andrew Cole, Paul Gasson, Tom Belger, Alistair Martin, Irena Chudzio, Angela Shek, John Leeming, Mike Bartlett, Fiona Johnson, Delroy Peters, Anoushka Huntington-Bowles, Natasha McFadzean, Louise Krzan, Daniel
Bowman, Diana Wellings, Richard Bagley, Robert Gay, Michael Parker, Caramel Quin, Laurence Palfreyman, Kenneth Driscoll, WIILMA (WIILMA TEAM), Abigail Dyer, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Roland Rance, Rob Watson,
Michael Wiseman, Christopher Brody, Sarah Campbell, George Harris, Matthew Wyatt, Stephen Beckett, Chloe Mead, Janet Trench, Amy Keegan, Albert Carter Phillips, Sarah Fairbairn, Abigail Woodman, Fred
Harrison, Peter O'Kane, Tony Lobo, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Andrew Prescott, Louise Sheppey, Nicholas Smith, Carla Grande, Fatima Iftikhar, Nicholas McGrath, Tigerlily Clarke, Sam Humphries, Fatemah Abidi, Linda
Williamson, Constance OConor, Mathieu de Kruijf, Alis Templeton, Andy Simons, Philip Gill, Ros Kane, Linda Bean, James Riley, Thomas Rodliffe, Carole Sturdy, James Coen, Jane Connor, Philip Wray

(THE OLD STATION YARD CAFE)
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, EVENTS & CATERING sTBEET wAlls

@ BIG PENNY
5 SOCIAL

Barnaby Cecil

Fimgnckal Plannang

Walthamstow
Pumphouse
Museum




