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Disabled man ‘trapped’ in
his council flat living room

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

disabled Waltham For-
est resident says he is
“trapped” in his coun-
cil flat living room.

In 2019, Jason Munnings, 41,
was a postman and weighed about
95kg, but during the pandemic he
developed back problems and
now weighs more than 220kg.
The weight, back and nerve con-
ditions he suffers from means he
needs a roller to walk between
rooms in his one-bedroom coun-
cil flat in Walthamstow.

But because the roller does not
fit through doorways in his flat,
Jason relies on carers and his
mother to help him wash, cook
and clean his home. A large step
at the front door of his ground-
floor flat also means he cannot
leave the house independently
because he cannot access or
safely store his scooter.

Speaking to the Local Democ-
racy Reporting Service (LDRS),
Jason said he is “literally
trapped” in the flat unless he
can find a disability-adapted
council flat.

However, he said that until
recently Waltham Forest Coun-
cil’s housing department has
“ignored” his pleas for a new flat.

During the first lockdown,
“everything fell apart” when he
lost his job as a postman and could
no longer exercise at swimming
pools which caused his mental
health to deteriorate.

He added: “In the second

wave [of the pandemic] my
back started to go and the
swimming pool stayed closed
for nine months.”

Five months after approach-
ing the council to ask for dis-
ability adaptations to his flat,
a care coordinator from the
council visited him and ordered
a bathing seat and chair to
help him wash. Jason believed
he was on a waiting list for a
shower adaptation so he could
wash at home, but in April this
year, council staff told him this
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was not the case.

The 41-year-old told the LDRS
that if he had a home suitable for
a mobility scooter, he would be
able to travel to an accessible
swimming pool which has bath-
rooms that he can use to wash
without the help of carers.

He said: “Having a scooter
would change my life, I could be
independent and go out then.”

But he claims the council
offered him a bathroom adap-
tation on the condition that he
stays at the home for another five

Credit LDRS

years. Jason described the coun-
cil’s offer as “bullying” since he
wouldn’t be able to leave the flat.

He said: “What they’re say-
ing is, that I can be washed but I
would have to stay in this home.
I wouldn’t walk out this house
in five years, I would be carried
out dead. I need a home that is
wide enough to walk between
rooms with the roller.”

He also questioned whether all
the properties on the council’s
bidding system for social hous-
ing are truly available. Jason said

he tested the system by bidding
for a home no-one wanted, but
no-one ever called or emailed
him about it.

His mother also visited another
property that appeared to be
available on the bidding system,
but when she knocked on the
door the tenant told her she had
no plans to move.

Jason’s mother Jacqueline
said: “I’m just deflated for
my son. We have put so much
effort in and we’ve crossed every
bridge that we can. We have
tried everything, to no avail, I’ve
come up against a brick wall.”

Since he first spoke to the
LDRS, the council’s housing
team put him in a higher priority
for a new home, but he is yet to
find somewhere suitable.

Ahsan Khan, deputy leader
and cabinet member for hous-
ing and regeneration, said: “We
sympathise with Mr Munnings’
situation, and we are working
hard to find a suitable home for
him in the local area.

“We understand how import-
ant it is for him to be able to
enjoy living independently in a
property that meets his needs.

“Unfortunately, Mr Mun-
nings’ situation is complex and,
although they met the access stan-
dards, neither of the two flats that
we have so far been able to offer
met his individual requirements.

“His case is of the highest pri-
ority, and we continue to search
for a ground-floor flat with level
access and a wet room that meets
his needs.”



N°102 SEPTEMBER 2023 WALTHAM FOREST ECHO

NEWS

FELLOWSHIP IS LIFE

Developer of Lea Bridge
towers wants height increase

SEP 2023
N°102

Waltham Forest Echo
is the borough’s
free community
newspaper. We

publish monthly and

distribute 15,000 free
copies of each issue

Developers sent a leaflet to local residents proposing three
extra storeys for two planned towers at Lea Bridge Station

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

Publisher
David Floyd

Editor
Marco Marcelline

Designer
Jonathan Duncan

Head of Advertising
Klaudia Kiss

Local Democracy
Reporter
Josh Mellor

Contributors

The Langthorne
Collective, David O’Driscoll,
Sarah Mercer, Keith Pilling,

Shanta Prasad, Maya Sall

The member organisations
of WFWellComm CIC are:
Community Transport Waltham
Forest, Social Spider CIC, HEET.
WFWellComm CIC Board:
David Floyd, Social Spider CIC

Tom Ruxton, HEET, Helen Tredoux,
Community Transport WF

Contact

Call 020 8521 7956
Email WFEcho@socialspider.com
Post The Mill, 7-11 Coppermill Lane,
Walthamstow E17 7HA

Advertising

Call 07732 000430
Email klaudia@socialspider.com

WFE is published by Social
Spider Community News:
Visit socialspidercommunity
news.co.uk

SGCIAL
ENTERPRISE

BUSINESS WHERE SOCIETY PROFITS

Regulated

Waltham Forest Echo is regulated by the
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO).
For more information on the Echo’s complaints
policy and how to make a complaint visit:
walthamforestecho.co.uk/complaints

WE’RE A

wo towers above Lea
Bridge Station are likely
to be even higher than
originally planned.

Earlier this year, developer
London Square won planning
permission for the 26 and 23
storey towers and a courtyard
building at the junction of Lea
Bridge Road and Orient Way.

In a leaflet sent to local residents,
the developer said their plans have
become “less financially viable”
due to incoming planning rules
requiring a second staircase in all
buildings more than 30 metres high.

London Square said: “We are
proposing to increase the height of
the two tallest buildings by three
storeys, so we can deliver the same
residential space as before.”

The developer argued that three
more storeys would create “no
additional townscape or heritage
impacts” and claimed that the
wind and overshadowing effect
on the neighbourhood is “com-
parable” to the original plans.

When completed, the taller
towers would be the second
and joint-third tallest in the bor-
ough next to the 34 and 26-storey
towers planned at The Mall
(now known as 17& Central)
in Walthamstow town centre.

The proposed towers at Lea Bridge Station
Credit London Square
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Lea Bridge resident Claire
Weiss, who objected to the orig-
inal plans, has written to the
council to raise concerns that
the “unprecedentedly high”
towers will define views over
the Lea Marshes and that any
extra storeys would “amplify
the adverse effect”.

She added: “While this is based
on the need for two staircases
there should be other ways of
dealing with the replacement of
loss of habitable space.

“The taller towers will affect
the light and views of residents in
the Motion estate who were sold

their flats only a few years ago
on the basis of having extensive
views over the marshes.”

London Square plans to sub-
mit a formal application for the
extra storeys this summer.

The developer is working in
partnership with Waltham Forest
Council, which owns the land, to
build a total of 345 flats.

Last year, former council leader
Clare Coghill - who ran the coun-
cil when London Square won a
bid to develop the sites — attracted
controversy by joining a company
owned by the developer.

The council’s planning department

has already approved an appli-
cation to add new staircases to
each of the three buildings.

Ahsan Khan, deputy leader and
cabinet member for housing and
regeneration, said: “The work at
Lea Bridge will create hundreds
of new homes, 213 of which will
be for London Affordable Rent
or shared ownership — increasing
the total from 50% to 59% and
providing more family homes for
local people.

“The project will also bring job
opportunities for local residents,
an increase in local biodiversity,
and improved public spaces.”

Conservative group leader
Emma Best said: “The construc-
tion of The Mall development
is showing the horror of these
out-of-place monster blocks
on communities.

“Our Labour council would do
well to reflect on the destruction
they have already created and
refrain from making it worse.

“We all want to see new develop-
ment and housing but the evidence
is clear that blocks of these sizes
are not environmentally friendly
and create health inequality.

“We must focus on creating
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homes not ‘units’.

For updates on the proposed
changes, visit the developer’s
dedicated website and to comment,
email Ibss@kandaconsulting.co.uk

Council proposes eight new high-rise towers for Lea Valley

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

altham Forest

Council has pro-

posed plans for

eight new high-
rise towers on the edge of the
Lea Valley.

The plans form part of the coun-
cil’s long-term plan for housing
developments in Leyton.

In total, the council hopes that
almost 5,000 new homes will be
built between Leyton Station and
New Spitalfields Market, next to
Hackney Marshes.

Within this area, the council
has laid out eight sites with a

“proposed opportunity for high-
rise development” of more than
18 storeys between a number of
other residential blocks between
five and 17 storeys tall.

Although the council has not
published exact heights in its
public engagement documents, a
skyline study from 2021 suggests
the tallest buildings in the area
could reach up to 30 storeys.

Details of the huge develop-
ments were buried on the final
page of a public engagement
document summarising its “Ley-
ton Mills Supplementary Plan-
ning Document”, which will
guide development over the next
15 years.

In July this year, Waltham For-
est Council quietly consulted
residents on the plans, but the
page on building heights included
only a birds-eye-view map of the
tower locations.

However, this engagement
document was based on a 141-
page “Leyton Mills Development
Framework” that includes more
detailed images of a wall of tow-
ers sandwiched between the Lea
Valley, the A12 and the Eurostar
train depot on Orient Way.

The public engagement docu-
ment adds: “These buildings
would need to achieve the high-
est level of design quality, address
their impact on the skyline,

include active ground floors, and
satisfy safety, wind and micro-
climate assessments.”

This includes taking a “consid-
ered approach” to where tall build-
ings will go by respecting “sensitive
surroundings” such as the Hackney
Marshes, the River Lea and exist-
ing residential neighbourhoods.

Waltham Forest Council hopes
the homes will be built around
a new overground station called
Ruckholt Road, on the line
connecting Meridian Water to
Stratford Station.

To follow the plans, including a
statutory public consultation due
to start later this year, visit: talk.
walthamforest.gov.uk/leyton-mills-spd
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‘Gross failings’ amounting to ‘neglect’ caused
death of beloved mother at Whipps Cross

An inquest into the death of a 60-year-old mother-of-five and grandmother-
of-twelve found that a catalogue of failings led to her death

by Marco Marcelline

“ ross failings” in the
care of a Walthamstow

woman while at Whipps

Cross Hospital amounted

to “neglect” and led to her untimely death,
a coroner has found.

Senior Coroner for City of London
Graeme Irvine found that a catalogue
of failings in the care of Sultana Razia
Choudhury, 60, at Whipps Cross con-
tributed to her death on 17th December
2022 from a cardiac arrest following a
catastrophic internal bleed.

The inquest concluded that she sus-
tained an accidental injury caused by a
kidney biopsy undertaken at Royal Lon-
don Hospital on 7th December 2022.
After being sent home following the
biopsy, Sultana attended the A&E depart-
ment at Whipps Cross Hospital on 14th
December 2022 in “excruciating pain”
that was “worse than childbirth”.

Irvine identified three key areas of fail-
ures during her care: the failure by trust
staff responsible for her care to identify
a serious renal haemorrhage, the failure
to adequately monitor Sultana over the
weekend, and the prescription of the
blood-clot stopping and blood-thinning
drug Enoxaparin to a patient with an
active renal bleed.

The court heard how Sultana, who lived
in Walthamstow, had been in “pretty good
health” before developing diabetes and a
kidney problem as she got older.

Her family told the inquest that a doctor
convinced her to do a kidney biopsy for the
purposes of clinical research which could
help others. She was told that although it
could help her in the future, it was not some-
thing that was needed for investigation or
treatment of her condition. Knowing this,
Sultana agreed to undertake the biopsy.

A week after the biopsy Sultana was
admitted to Whipps Cross Hospital after
noting blood in her urine. Over the next
few days, tests were carried out and Sul-
tana was given morphine and stronger
pain killers, before being told that she
needed a blood transfusion.

Scans and tests taken at Whipps Cross
failed to reveal that she was suffering a “sig-

nificant” renal bleed, and she was instead
diagnosed with a bacterial urine infection.

The court heard how following Sultana’s
death Whipps Cross Hospital produced a
Serious Incident Report which the coroner
described as “relatively damning”.

The report highlighted three failings
during Sultana’s stay at Whipps Cross
Hospital. The first was the misdiagnosis
of Sultana with a urine infection and the
failure of anyone to grasp that she was
suffering from a significant and danger-
ous bleed from her kidney following the
biopsy. The second was that Sultana’s
care over the weekend was poor and there
were missed opportunities to take a closer
look at what lay behind her deterioration.

The third was that no-one grasped that she
was being given a medication that should
not be prescribed to someone suffering from
an active internal bleed, as it would have
made the bleed more harmful to her.

During the hearing the coroner said that
the “failure to properly police” the use of
blood-clot stopping drug Enoxaparin was
part of a “recurring theme” of a “lack of

curiosity” among NHS professionals while
prescribing drugs for patients.

Irvine also pointed to a “lack of focus
or awareness about what the likely causes
of her presentation were” and said that
doctors in charge of her care should have
considered Sultana’s biopsy in an investi-
gation into whether she was suffering a
significant bleed. This, had it happened,
“could have saved her life”, he said.

Following the inquest Sultana’s family
said: “Our mum was married for nearly
50 years, she had five children and twelve
grandchildren. She had a humble upbring-
ing, born and raised in Dhaka, Bangla-
desh. She was the oldest of four children
and lived through the Bangladesh liber-
ation war before completing secondary
school and then marrying my father at
the age of 17.

“The loss of our mum, who was known
as a ‘mum’ to everyone, has left a huge
hole in our family. We are grateful to the
coroner that her death was thoroughly
looked into and the many problems in
her care identified.

“There were multiple opportunities for staff at the trust to
have identified that Sultana was bleeding from her kidney”

“It’s ironic that she did this biopsy as
she was convinced that this would con-
tribute to clinical research, and it would
be impactful in helping improve the treat-
ment and wellbeing of others. This is the
sole reason why she did it; she had no
other reason to. Ultimately, this decision
is what led to her death. She passed away
just as she lived — trying to help others.”

Frankie Rhodes, solicitor at law firm
Leigh Days, said: “The coroner’s finding of
neglect, along with issuing a Prevention of
Future Deaths report, reinforces the legit-
imate concerns Sultana’s family had with
their mother’s care and goes some way
towards reassuring them that these mis-
takes will not be repeated. It was shocking
to hear staff at the defendant trust admit
to issues with diagnostic overshadowing,
confirmation bias, medication errors and
the failure to do a simple CT scan.

“There were multiple opportunities for
staff at the trust to have identified that Sul-
tana was bleeding from her kidney and to
have treated her injury accordingly. It is
even more worrying to hear that the coroner
has identified a pattern of similar mistakes
being made and the recommendations for
improvement not being implemented within
trusts in East London. We can only hope
that the findings in this inquest act as a vehi-
cle for much needed change.”

The coroner stated he has concerns that
the same failings documented during the
hearing could happen again at Barts Health
NHS Trust, which runs Whipps Cross.
He said he will be writing a Prevention of
Future Deaths report to highlight his con-
cerns which will be sent to the trust and to
the Department of Health and Social Care.

During the inquest Barts Health NHS
Trust accepted that if different care had
been provided to Sultana that there would
have been an opportunity to save her life.

A spokesperson for the trust said: “We
express our deepest sympathies to the
family of Ms Choudhury and we apol-
ogise that in this instance, the care we
provided did not meet the standards we
set ourselves.

“We have taken learnings from this case
to make sure we maintain these standards
and prevent this happening again.”
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‘Honest mistake’ led to elderly

couple’s car being impounded

The couple had been celebrating their 47th
wedding anniversary in Walthamstow

by Marco Marcelline

79-year-old man whose

car was impounded

while out celebrating

his 47th wedding anni-
versary with his mobility-impaired
wife has criticised the council’s
“overly strict” action.

Neil Macindoe is appealing
against the £65 penalty charge notice
and £200 car removal fee he was
made to pay to the council. The car
was impounded on 14th July after
enforcement officers spotted it dis-
playing a blue badge that had been
reported lost. Neil told the Echo he
had put his wife’s previously lost and
subsequently re-found badge on
display by mistake. The replace-
ment blue badge was in the car at
the time of the incident, he added.

The car was seized while Neil

= Advertisement

and wife Lois Chaber, 80, were
having dinner at a Walthamstow
restaurant. Lois suffers from
chronic health and mobility issues
and needs a wheelchair for any
excursions out of the house.

Upon realising his 1995 Honda
Accord had gone, Neil called
the police believing it to have
been stolen. He was then told by
police that it was at the council’s
Walthamstow car pound.

There, car pound staff refused
to unlock and return the car, citing
the need for documents proving
car ownership that Neil did not
have on his person. The required
documents included a certificate
of insurance for the car, and vehi-
cle registration document (V35).

Neil, who lives with his wife in
Southgate, told the Echo that he
had reported his wife’s blue badge

as lost on 22nd February this year
and received a replacement one
from Barnet Council on 28th Feb-

ruary. The couple found the lost I_ _

blue badge at home “months” later.
Neil says he did not return the lost
badge to the council because he was
not aware it was a requirement.

The couple were forced to get a
taxi home after their unsuccessful
attempt at retrieving the car from
the car pound on the night of the
14th. After returning to the pound
with the required documentation
the following day, the car was
released and returned.

The “bewildering” experience,
Neil said, left him and his wife feel-
ing “distressed” and “extremely
frustrated”. Neil added that
the impounding was an act of
“disabling the disabled”.

“People need to be treated with
compassion and care”, Neil said,
and added that he wants the “overly
strict guidelines” that Waltham
Forest’s Parking Service follows to

The now returned 1995 Honda
Accord Credit Neil Macindoe

“take into consideration” the real-
ity of a population that is growing
older and with more physical and
mental health issues.

Clyde Loakes, Waltham Forest’s
deputy leader and cabinet member
for climate and air quality, said:
“I am sorry to hear the couple’s
evening was spoilt. P'm assured our
officers were sympathetic to their
plight and did what they could to
help them.

“The car was impounded
because the blue badge displayed
in the vehicle had been reported
as lost on the national blue badge
database. Barnet’s own blue badge

web page makes clear that blue
badges that are found after they

® | have been reported as lost should

be returned and not used.
“When the couple came to the
pound, they were asked for photo
ID, which they provided. However,
they were unable to provide evi-
dence it was their car, that is the
vehicle registration document
(V5) and insurance certificate, and
so officers were unable to release
the vehicle to them at that time.
“The rules, which are standard
across car pounds, rightly apply
to everyone. They protect both
the legal car owner and officers,
who would be held responsible if a
vehicle was given to someone else.
ClIr Loakes added: “We make it
clear on our website, as well as to
all persons attending the car pound,
that keys are not proof of owner-
ship, nor is blue badge ownership,
as they are allocated to the indi-
vidual and not a particular vehicle;
again this is a consistent approach.”

conel.ac.uk/enrol

020 7832 5000
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Single mother moved 127 miles
away by council loses appeal fight

The Court of Appeal dismissed Katie-Leigh Webb-Harnden’s claim
that Waltham Forest Council could have housed her more locally

by Marco Marcelline &
Josh Mellor, Local Democracy Reporter

homeless Walthamstow mother

who was moved 127 miles away

to the West Midlands by Waltham
Forest Council has had her case against the
move dismissed by the Court of Appeal.

Single mother-of-three Katie-Leigh
Webb-Harnden had two days left of an
eviction order when she accepted an offer
by the council to be housed in private
rented accommodation in Walsall in Sep-
tember 2021.

At the Court of Appeal, her legal team
had argued the council failed to consider
the discrimination of moving Katie-Leigh’s
family “very, very, very many miles away”
from her home and support network.

But in a ruling on 22nd August the
Court of Appeal dismissed Katie-Leigh’s
case, and described Waltham Forest Coun-
cil’s offer of the Walsall accommodation as
“reasonable and suitable”. In his conclud-
ing judgement, Lord Justice Lewis added
that the council’s sole offer of housing
127 miles away was “lawful and correct”.

Katie-Leigh’s legal team argued that the
council had used the fact that she was sub-
ject to a benefits cap as a means to deter-
mine what accommodation was suitable.
The benefits cap, her representatives said,
disproportionately affects single moth-
ers, and it was argued that the council
had failed to establish that the reviewing
officer had eliminated discrimination and
advanced equality of opportunity when
offering Katie-Leigh accommodation.
This, it was argued, potentially constituted
a breach of the Equality Act.

Her representatives also argued that the
council could have either provided short
term temporary accommodation rather
than a fixed term tenancy in the private
sector or that they could have considered
making cash payments to top up Katie-
Leigh’s finances.

In his concluding judgement Lord Jus-
tice Lewis said he was “satisfied that,
in substance, the reviewing officer did
assess the possibility of providing accom-
modation in or closer to London, and
considered the adverse consequences
of offering the appellant [Katie-Leigh]
accommodation in Walsall.”

He added: “The accommodation offered
in Walsall was affordable for the appellant.
There was no temporary accommodation
available for the respondent to allocate
to the appellant in London or the neigh-
bouring regions and, in any event, the
appellant would be unlikely to be able to
afford it and so it would not be suitable
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The Royal Courts of Justice Credit Mahos.adha Ong via

for the appellant.”

Earlier this year, in March, appeal
judges told Waltham Forest Council it
was wrong to only offer accommoda-
tion to mother-of-three Nadia Zaman in
Stoke-on-Trent, a 150 mile drive away.

And in December 2021, mother-of-
three Izebela Kickoseka — who the council
temporarily housed in Bexley — found
herself homeless after refusing a two-year
tenancy in Derby.

Ahsan Khan, deputy leader and cabinet
member for housing and regeneration,
said: “We are pleased that the judge
has ruled the council acted lawfully
in offering Ms Webb-Harnden an out
of borough property in line with our
accommodation acquisitions policy.

“The reality is that we want to keep
local people close to their friends, fami-
lies and support networks and we work
hard to achieve this wherever it is possi-
ble. Demand for housing across London,
including Waltham Forest, far outstrips
supply. Housing options for households on
low incomes are extremely limited and we
can only place people into properties where
they can afford to pay the rent.

“Like all councils we must operate within
the law laid down by central government.
We have lobbied for a review of this law to
make it easier for us to help people at risk of
homelessness, but so far have had no success.

“The key to solving the housing crisis in
London is to build more genuinely afford-
able homes. We have committed to building
1,000 new homes for social rent over the
coming years. Waltham Forest already has

s

one of the best records of delivering new
affordable homes in London, having over-
seen the creation of 1,500 new-build homes
for housing waiting list tenants between
2012 and 2021.

“We understand it is a very difficult time
for people at risk of losing their home. We
always work hard to find the most appro-
priate ways that we can support them.”

The Hackney Community Law Centre,
which represented Katie-Leigh, said: “We
are disappointed with the result in court
but wish to thank our client for her perse-
verance in pursuing the case to the Court
of Appeal. She and her family have had to
endure a tremendous amount of upheaval
over the past two years due to their move
from London to the West Midlands, with-
out any support or connections in the area.
We know this has had a huge impact on
her and her children.

“Sadly we will continue to see distant pri-
vate sector accommodation used to house
homeless families. In practice it is often sin-
gle parent households, and therefore single
mothers, that experience the worst of this.
Our hope remains that local authorities will
improve on their efforts to procure more
local and more suitable housing to meet
the needs of the homeless.

Our client in this case is one of very many
similar cases we are dealing with where
families with long-standing ties to East
London have been uprooted and moved
far from home. We are keen to continue
to act in individual cases and would also
highlight that legal aid still exists for this
important area of work.”

Climate
activists back
local pensioner
facing contempt
of court charge

by Marco Marcelline

0 people, including an Olympic

gold medalist and a former gov-

ernment lawyer, have called on
the solicitor general to charge them
with contempt of court if he prosecutes
a retired Walthamstow social worker
for protesting outside a trial.

The solicitor general, Michael Tom-
linson KC, is currently deliberating over
whether to charge Trudi Warner with
contempt of court for holding up a sign
outside a trial for climate protesters.

In March Trudi held up a sign stat-
ing: “Jurors: you have an absolute
right to acquit a defendant according
to your conscience.”

The letter in her support said:
“Since we, the undersigned, have
taken precisely the same action as
Trudji, if you intend to proceed with
your application, we invite you to
prosecute us too.

“The context for Trudi’s action is
a concerted and cynical programme
to erode the right to trial by jury,
following a series of politically
embarrassing jury acquittals of
those who have sought to expose
government and corporate injustice
and oppression.

“Like Trudi, we are willing to
defend the principle of the right to
trial by jury...even if it leads to our
arrest and imprisonment. We have
taken precisely the same action as
Trudi on various dates and at var-
ious courts.”

In May, 24 climate activists held
similar signs to Trudi’s outside Inner
London Crown Court. The protestors
have all been referred by Judge Silas
Reid to the attorney general.

Lawyers have spoken out in their
support of Trudi. Michael Mansfield
KC said: “Jury trial is the jewel in the
crown of the criminal justice system
in the United Kingdom and has to be
preserved and protected. The right of
a jury to return verdicts according to
their ‘convictions’ and ‘consciences’
has been enshrined since the trial of
two Quakers in 1670 — William Penn
and William Mead.

“It has been memorialised with a
plaque in the Old Bailey. No defen-
dant and no defence counsel should
be prohibited from referencing this
paramount feature of our system.”

The solicitor general’s office did not
respond to a request for comment.
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Walthamstow’s tallest tower becomes a meme

The lift shaft of what will soon be a 34-storey tower in central Walthamstow
has been ‘memeified’ by local residents as the council leaps to its defence

by Marco Marcelline & Josh Mellor, Local
Democracy Reporter

ive or work in Walthamstow?

Chances are you’ve seen the

tower. Use Facebook too? Then

you probably haven’t missed the
memes of it either.

The lift shaft of what will soon be a 34-sto-
rey tower has been the source of simultane-
ous ire and enjoyment on the Walthamstow
Life community page on Facebook. The
skyscraper is one of two residential towers
being constructed as part of the redevelop-
ment of Walthamstow Mall, or 17& Central.

An Instagram page dedicated to memes
of the tower has also popped up. Simply
called @uwalthamstow_tower, the page has
attracted close to 1,000 followers so far.

The memes include mockups of Boris
Johnson’s zip wire stunt, this time from
the Walthamstow tower, and King Kong
atop the tower. A mockup of the structure
as the Leaning Tower of Pisa complete
with tourists pretending to push it has
also been widely liked.

Andy Bottomley, a graphic designer for film
and TV, who has lived in Walthamstow for
over ten years, has come up with one of the
most popular memes shared so far; a space
rocket attached to the lift shaft structure.
It has over 700 likes on the Walthamstow

One popular edit shared on social media shows a space
rocket next to the lift shaft Credit Andy Bottomley

Life page alone.

For Andy, making the meme is a means
of voicing opposition to the “eyesore” of a
tower in an upbeat and lighthearted way.
He notes: “Social media is a place where a
lot of people voice their negativity; there’s a
lot of aggravation; a lot of people that bite.”

Walthamstow residents opposed to the

SHANA TOVA FROM
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Leytonstone and Wanstead
Synagogue

OPEN FOR JEWISH NEW YEAR SERVICES

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 07434 631948
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towers may have lost the fight to stop its
construction but it’s clear that the memes
are providing some consolation.

The slew of social media posts about the
perceived blight on Walthamstow’s skyline
has forced the council’s deputy leader to
defend the project.

In a piece in the council’s email newslet-
ter on 17th August entitled “helping local
people get a home of their own”, Ahsan
Khan wrote: “I know the development at
178 Central has provoked lots of talk on
social media as the lift shaft for one of the
towers is built.

“The project will create hundreds of new
homes, many for key workers at below-mar-
ket rents, and create 350 permanent retail
jobs alongside an improved town square.

“We’re building for the future so that
Waltham Forest has the homes and infra-
structure local people need.”

Cllr Khan did not share that of the 538
one and two-bedroom flats in the towers,
only 99 will count as “affordable” because
their rent will be 20% cheaper than local
rents on the private market.

Reflecting on the attention the lift shaft
has brought to the tower plans, Save Our
Square campaigner Adrian Stannard said
it is “interesting” that more residents are
taking notice of the controversial plans.

However, he added: “It’s a shame people

weren’t more active in the early days when
we might have been able to influence peo-
ple, in terms of stopping it now we’ve got
no chance.

“[Waltham Forest Council] has got this
27,000 home target, which is much higher
than [the Greater London Authority] wants
it to be, and virtually all of them are going
to be tower blocks.

“Look at the Blackhorse Road applica-
tion, at least one tower is 36-storeys high,
all along the Lea Valley are going to be
tower blocks, it’ll be like Central Park in
New York.”

The development will consist of 535 one
and two-bedroom apartments within two
towers of 34 and 27 storeys. The towers will
come with a publicly accessible reception
and dedicated concierge, lounge area, and
ground floor cafe.

According to its website, The Mall is cur-
rently on schedule and is due for completion
by July 2025. The towers will be wrapped
in glazed terracotta cladding, and its devel-
opers say it will “underpin” wider regen-
eration efforts including a re-landscaped
town square.

Contractor Tide Construction is com-
pleting 100% of the apartment modules
off-site. Modular installation is due to begin
in October, before the fit-out begins in Feb-
ruary 2024.

LICENSING ACT 2003

(Premises and Club Premises
Certificates) Regulations 2005

Notice is hereby given that | Mr Nicolae Munteanu have made

an application under Section 17 Part 3 of the Licensing Act 2003
for a new Premises Licence for the Premises known as Pasha
Restaurant, 632 Lea Bridge Road, London E10 6AP. | intend to
conduct on or from the premises the following licensable activities:

¢ Supply of alcohol ON / OFF the premises:
Sunday to Wednesday from 11:00 to 23:30
Thursday to Saturday from 11:00 to 01:00

* Provision of Late Night Refreshment:
Sunday to Wednesday from 23:00 to 00:00
Thursday to Saturday from 23:00 to 01:30

¢ Opening Hours:
Sunday to Wednesday from 06:00 to 00:00
Thursday to Saturday from 06:00 to 01:30

Any interested party or responsible authority may make representations
on this application in writing to the The Licensing Section, 3 The
Square, Leyton London E10 5NR, email: licensing@walthamforest.gov.
uk, by not later than 21st September 2023.

For full details and to view a copy of the application please contact
the Licensing General Section.

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement

in connection with this application, the maximum fine on summary
conviction is unlimited.

Applicant Licensing Rep: NARTS, 63 Stoke Newington High Street, London N16 8EL

LICENSING ACT 2003

Application for the Grant of a Premises Licence

Notice is hereby given that Mr Florenc Sadiku has applied to the
London Borough of Waltham Forest for the grant of a Premises Licence
at Orient Lounge, 389 High Road, Leyton, E10 5NA. The nature of
the application is to permit activities on the premises as follows:

* Sale of alcohol: Monday to Sunday, 07:00-23:00
¢ Late refresh t: Monday to Sunday, 07:00-23:00
* Recorded Music: Monday to Sunday, 07:00-23:00

* Hours the premises is open to the public: Monday to
Sunday, 07:00-23:00

The Licensing register listing full details of the application is kept
by the Licensing Section, Town Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest
Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF. The application may be
viewed Monday to Friday between the hours of 9am — 5pm (except
Bank Holidays).

Any person wishing to make a representation in respect of the above
activities may do so in writing to the Licensing Section, London
Borough of Waltham Forest, Town Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest
Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF or via email: licensing@
walthamforest.gov.uk

Representations must be received no later than 28.09.2023.

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in
connection with this application. A person is liable to an unlimited
fine on conviction should such a false statement be made.

« NICEIC Certificates

« 24/7 Fault Repairs

« Fire Alarm

» WiFi & Wired Internet Cabling

« Telephone Repair & Installation
« CCTV & Ring Door Bells

07544 800166

We offer licence
advertising for
local businesses

Email licences@
socialspider.com
Call 07732 000 430
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Keep ticket
offices open

Dear WFE

I am writing to highlight the
proposed closure of rail ticket
offices across England that
will have a devastating impact
on blind and partially sighted
people’s ability to travel inde-
pendently: stopping people
getting to work, health appoint-
ments, and seeing friends.

Ticket offices are not just
about selling tickets. They
provide a reliable first point
of contact for many kinds of
staff assistance such as arrang-
ing sighted guidance through
the station and safely on to
the train, to advising on any
changes to journeys.

Modernisation of our rail-
ways doesn’t just mean apps
and touchscreens; modernisation
means inclusivity and not leaving
anyone behind. These proposals
must be scrapped.

Keith Pilling
Leyton

Traffic is
damaging
our homes

Dear WFE

Buses and HGVs driving over
council-installed humps are caus-
ing our homes to vibrate, win-
dows to creak and items in our
homes to rattle. Residents have

taken photos of damage to our
properties that are a result of
the vibrations.

A growing number of residents
across Waltham Forest are con-
tacting me with regards to their
homes shaking from road traf-
fic and I have more than 200
signatures on a continuously
growing petition. Residents
have asked for the humps to be
removed and speed cameras to
be installed as fining speeding
drivers is deeply disliked.

We have been told by the
council to stand by the roadside,
make notes of speeding vehicles
and report this to the police. We
never asked to be put into this
position. How is this showing
care, kindness and compassion
when working people, parents
with children, the retired, the
elderly and people with disabil-
ities are expected to do this?

The council have constantly
repeated themselves by stating
they have ‘followed correct
procedures and that they are
‘saving lives’ with the unmoni-
tored enforcement of a 20mph
speed limit. Their response does
not help residents and we have
a right to live in our homes with
peace of mind.

Shanta Prasad
Chingford

Send us
your letters

Got an opinion on something
in Waltham Forest? Email
wfecho@socialspider.com

before the deadline on
Monday 18th September

Sign up to the
Echo’s weekly
newsletter
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Park in the dark

By The Langthorne Collective

angthorne Park in

Leytonstone is a gem.

Built in 2000 in the

Cathall ward, it is
classed as one of the borough’s
premier parks and features a
wide range of facilities, includ-
ing an amphitheatre, children’s
play areas, sports courts, public
art works, ecology areas, picnic
areas and the pavilion. During
daylight the park is well used
and provides a welcome oasis
in the urban environment, espe-
cially for residents who live in
flats or only have access to
small outdoor spaces.

Sadly, the park has a poor
reputation for being associated
with anti-social behaviour and
youth violence which means
regular weapon sweeps are
carried out by the safer neigh-
bourhoods team. As evening
approaches, groups of boys
and young men gather on the
outskirts of the park or near
the pavilion, causing women
and girls to feel unsafe.
With the winter months fast
approaching, parents are nat-
urally concerned about send-
ing their children to the weekly
youth club. The youth club is
one of only two provisions in
Leytonstone. Last winter atten-
dance dropped from 40 young
people to less than ten.

During the last 18 months, we,
The Langthorne Collective — a
group of local organisations and
residents — have been campaign-
ing to ‘Light Up Langthorne’.

In July, 50 young people from
the youth club held a successful
social action event to collect sig-
natures. Over 500 residents have
backed the campaign, signing
online and paper petitions and
a letter to council leader Grace
Williams. From the onset, we
have been met with opposition.
The benefits to lighting the
park far outweigh the disadvan-
tages. There is much evidence,
including by the charity Parks
for London, of the importance
of appropriate lighting to pro-
mote safety and encourage use,
particularly by more vulnerable
people as well as helping deter
criminal activity and reducing
the risk of accidents. Research
consistently shows that well-lit
areas tend to have lower crime
rates compared to poorly lit
areas and a well-lit park encour-
ages people to visit at various
times of the day, enhancing
community engagement.
Good lighting extends the
hours during which the park
can be used, making it accessible
to people who are busy during
the day, including all working
residents and school children.
Increased use of the park facili-
ties fosters positive community
interaction and physical activity
which in turn promotes good
health and wellbeing and can
help combat social isolation.
Proper lighting also supports
inclusivity and accessibility
to a broader range of people
including those with mobility

challenges or visual impair-
ments. Thoughtful lighting can
enhance the visual aesthetic of
the park, showcasing its natural
beauty, architecture and land-
scape features. Lighting can help
change people’s perceptions of
the park, encouraging them to
take pride in their local area
and get involved in its care, sup-
porting biodiversity and climate
action. This aligns with the coun-
cil’s own 2020-25 management
plan for the park which covers
safety, accessibility and the pro-
vision of a variety of activities.

Of course there are disadvan-
tages and some residents have
raised concerns about light pol-
lution and disruption to wildlife.
Guidance and research from the
Bat Conservation Trust shows
that lighting can be incorporated
without negative impacts on
nocturnal wildlife. It is import-
ant to remember that we are
not asking for year round, all
night lighting; we just require
adequate lighting between Sep-
tember to March, on specific
days, between 4pm-9pm.

Cathall is one of the poorest
wards in the borough. Residents
feel let down and unheard. Let’s
change the narrative. Lighting
infrastructure is in place, but it
just needs to be fixed or replaced
before it gets too dark.

The Langthorne Collective is made up of
Leytonstone Toy Library and Play Centre,
Holy Trinity and St Augustine of Hippo,
Friends of Langthorne Park, Waltham
Forest Citizens, Worth Unlimited and
Peabody Housing Youth Club
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MAYOR OF LONDON

Home may feel far away,
but it's here too.

More than 1 in 3 Londoners* were born outside the UK. It's normal to need
support when you've moved to a new place — so we're here to help.

The Mayor of London, Sadig Khan, has launched the Migrant Londoners’ Hub
— where you can find information about your rights and support services that
can help you navigate your new home.

Because anyone who makes this city their home is a Londoner.

Visit london.gov.uk/MLHub
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WALTHAMSTOW
TfL completes 350 homes
opposite Blackhorse Station

Lea Bridge Gasworks

developer plans more homes
.

Credit St William

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

developer planning

to build hundreds of

homes in Lea Bridge

wants to increase
the number of homes due to
rising costs.

Developer St William, a joint
venture between Berkeley and
the National Grid, has planning
approval for 573 homes in ten
blocks up to 18 storeys high on
contaminated land at the former
Lea Bridge Gasworks on Clem-
entina Road.

The company has now pub-
lished a newsletter saying it plans
to submit a new application for
670 homes in towers reaching up
to 21 storeys.

It told residents: “Since we
last presented our plans for the
site, the financial viability of
the scheme has been affected by

P 1Sy
VR W sy L

very high inflation, particularly
impacting the costs of materials
and labour.

“Changing expectations for
fire safety measures, including the
need for a second internal staircase
on buildings over 30 metres tall,
have resulted in us fully reviewing
our approach to fire safety.

“Our design work shows that
the site is comfortably capable
of sustainably delivering more
homes than the current plan-
ning consent.”

rCredit St William

The former gasworks site is
in the north-western corner of
Leyton Jubilee Park, bordering
a residential street of terraced
houses and some low-rise indus-
trial buildings.

Berkeley won permission to
build a cluster of ten buildings in
2020, including two taller towers
of 17 and 18 storeys on the edge
of the park, which it hopes to add
three storeys to.

It also hopes to add three sto-
reys to the six medium-height
blocks in the middle of the cluster.

The company expects to sub-
mit a new planning application
to the council in September 2023.

Community before Construc-
tion member Ben Copsey, who
lives nearby and campaigned for
better management of the contam-
inated soil, said: “With all these
things the question is ‘is this a real
consultation?’ Probably not.

“They’ve got a plan, they know
what’s going to make it profit-
able and as far as I can see the
council is perfectly supportive of
this kind of intrusive, high-rise
development with pepper-potted
affordable housing ghettoised
into separate blocks.

“For me |a consultation]| would
be meaningful dialogue and
responding to community con-
cerns in a reasonable way.

“I think that was done with the
gasworks in regards to remediation.

“The additional cost of that is
being taken out on the park and
extra storeys on the towers.”

WALTHAMSTOW

Man charged for attempted rape and stalking

olice have arrested

and charged a man for

attempted rape and

stalking offences after
a woman was followed and
attacked on Chingford Road,
E17 and another woman was
approached in Walthamstow on
1st August.

A public statement by Wal-
tham Forest MPS posted on
Twitter read: “Officers from
the North East BCU predatory
offender unit conducted a pro-
active operation to two linked
offences from 01/08/2023, where
a man approached two women
in the Hoe Street to Chingford

Road area of E17.”

The statement continued: “The
predatory offender unit’s skill
and experience in deploying fast
time man hunt tactics, quickly
identified a suspect who was sub-
sequently arrested, charged and
remanded for attempted rape
and stalking offences.”

ransport for London
(TfL) has announced
the completion of a

350 home and car-free hous-
ing development opposite
Blackhorse Road Station.

Blackhorse View, which
comprises of 350 three, two
and one bedroom flats, is
the first of TfLs joint venture
housing developments with
Barratt London and London
and Quadrant (L& Q) and
sits on what used to be a 280-
space TfL car park.

50% of the flats meet the
Mayor of London’s definition
of affordable, with 60% of
those flats available through
shared ownership and remain-
ing 40% available at London
Affordable Rent (rent at no
more than 80% of local market
rates including service charges).

The 1.8 acre site development

includes the delivery of a new
public cycle hub on Forest
Road along with 650 cycle
parking spaces for residents.

Blackhorse View features six
blocks of flats that are arranged
around two green spaces linked
by a through walkway. Con-
struction on the car-free devel-
opment began in 2019, and its
completion last month comes
as TfL seeks to deliver a total
of 20,000 new homes in Lon-
don by 2032.

TfL is delivering the proper-
ties through its wholly-owned
commercial property com-
pany, TTL Properties Ltd.
TfL currently has more than
3,350 homes where work has
started on site and more than
800 homes already completed.
TTL Properties has a number
of partners, and counts Net-
work Rail as a strategic partner.

LEYTON

‘Climate resilient’

community garden unveiled

Credit Studio Weave

‘climate resilient’ com-
munity garden has
been opened at Lea

Bridge Library in Leyton.
Together with long-term
collaborator Tom Massey,
architecture firm Studio Weave
designed a new forest garden
which is a self-sustaining, lay-
ered ecosystem of edible, medic-
inal, and nitrogen-rich planting

chosen to provide a diverse
range of habitats for insects,
sustenance for birds, and flow-
ering species for pollinators.

The gardens also include a
new timber playground sited
opposite a raised seating area
and performance space, con-
sisting of variously sized cylin-
drical sawn timber logs.

Local residents played a core
role in the project’s delivery, and
were invited to join the design
team in planting a variety of
climate-resilient species in the
newly defined planting beds.

Plants were donated by the
Royal Horticultural Society and
nursery Hortus Loci from Tom
Massey’s RHS Resilient Garden
at RHS Hampton Court Palace
Flower Festival, and installed
with the assistance of Meristem
Design which provided tools
and expertise to assist volun-
teers from the local community.
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Waltham Forest College @

Enrol Now

Visit Waltham Forest College to enrol on a course of your choice!
Don't forget to bring proof of ID and qualifications.

School leavers (16-18) T-LEVELS (16-18) Higher Education (19+)

Looking to start college this September? Bringing classroom and work placement Designed to teach practical skills for specific

We have a selection of courses in: together for an alternative to A-Levels. areas of work and are eguivolent to the first and
second years at university.

Art & Design | Automotive | Barbering * Building Services Engineering: Electrical Business | Engineering - Electrical and Electronic
Beauty | Business | Bricklaying | Carpentry * Building Services Engineering: Plumbing Healthcare Practice for England
Catering | Digital (IT) | Digital Media * Digital Production Design & Development

Electrical | Engineering | ESOL | Fashion * Digital Support Services Ad“lt courses (19"‘)

Hairdressing | Health & Social Care | Plumbing * Education & Childcare | Health Access to Higher Education | Digital Skills

Public Services | Sports | Supported Learning Waltham Forest College T Level learners receive English, Maths & ESOL | Full-time and Part-time

Travel & Tourism a FREE laptop for the duration of their studies. Teacher Training

Visit waltham.ac.uk or scan the QR code
for all enrolment dates and times.

@ 020 85018501 @ myfuture@waltham.ac.uk @ 707 Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 4)B o @ Q @ o
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ARTS & CULTURE

Celebrating local artists

Sarah Mercer, curator and volunteer for Art Works at The Mill on
how the Walthamstow commumty centre is platformmg local artists

or many years now, volunteers at

The Mill, a community centre at

the heart of the St James Street

area in Walthamstow, have been
organising and curating ‘open call” art
exhibitions celebrating the diverse cre-
ative skills of local people of all ages
and abilities. The most recent show,
Collage!, which I curated, was free to
view from 25th July until 1st September,
and it shows 55 artworks by 35 artists.
Art Works is a fantastic team of creatives
and organisers, who work hard in their
spare time to ensure local people have the
opportunity to develop and show their cre-
ative skills in a free, accessible public space.
Each exhibition has a theme to inspire peo-
ple: in the past year we’ve organised shows
exploring animals, our “happy places” and
Walthamstow’s industrial heritage to name
a few. I wanted Collage! to allow people
to explore any theme they liked through
the medium of paper cutting and sticking
— encouraging them to experiment with a
new technique if they hadn’t tried it before.
Artists have responded to the theme in
varied, creative and sometimes unexpected
ways. We had a fantastic response — one of
our largest yet — receiving submissions from
experienced artists, children and complete
beginners alike. It's amazing to see how each

artist has interpreted what collage can be.
Some have made images using torn, cut and
decorated paper, whilst others have explored
using digital technology, textile collage and
even collagraph printing: a specialist relief
printmaking technique that involves apply-
ing ink to a textured surface before pressing
it onto paper, leaving an image.

The exhibitions at The Mill often pro-
vide vital inspiration and motivation for
artists. Emily Brown, who had two pieces
on display in Collage! told me how partici-
pating inspired her to return to her practice

‘D10S (God)’ upcycled wooden collage by Tommaso
D’Auria (tommydauria.com) Credit Sarah Mercer

" The “Collage!” exhibition
L Credit Sarah Mercer

after having her baby last autumn: “It is so
lovely to have the work on display, especially
in such a warm and welcoming place, and
to feel part of the community. Motherhood
can be lonely at times, and spaces like The
Mill are so important.” Emily’s artworks
— Jigsaw Collage #1: Badlands and Jigsaw
Collage #2: Boreal — depict moody, remote
landscapes, and are constructed from cut
down pages of fashion magazines, selected
for their colours and tones.

A number of works in the exhibition
were for sale, giving visitors the oppor-
tunity to buy beautiful, unique artworks
at affordable prices whilst also directly
financially supporting local artists. A per-
centage of the proceeds of each sale also
goes back to The Mill to be reinvested
in other community projects.

While Collage! ended its display on 1st
September, the open call is already out for
the next exhibition: Colours of Waltham-
stow, curated by Jane Evans, also from
Art Works. The exhibition will show works
by local artists in various mediums that
reflect the vibrant colours of Waltham-
stow’s people, places and life. Jane said:
“The idea behind the broad call out is
to create an inclusive community exhi-
bition where exhibitors can interpret
and exhibit from different perspectives,
observations and media.”

Advertisement
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‘Embers’

Maya Sall reviews Embers, the Renegade Urban
Winery food pop-up promising ‘heat smoke and
flavour’ that is running through September

n early August, Renegade

Urban Winery just off

Blackhorse Lane, opened

their kitchen for their lat-
est pop-up dining experience,
Embers. A joint venture between
two friends, Graham Lewis and
Ernesto Gabriel, Embers aims to
give its punters a taste of Ernesto’s
culinary adventures through Asia
and the Americas.

I went to check it out with
Marco Marcelline, editor of the
Echo. If you are unfamiliar with
the Renegade Urban Winery, I
highly recommend you pay it a
visit. The distillery warehouse will
shelter you from any ominous
looking clouds, and a glass
of their orange Pinot Grigio
promises to alleviate any late-
summer-stickiness that you may
be suffering from. If visiting over
Christmas, I imagine a glass (or
bottle!) of their Albanian Merlot
does wonders for warming those
chilly mid-winter cockles.

Embers is running from Wed-
nesday to Saturday evenings
until October, and their Wednes-
day deal of a bite, plate, and
glass of wine for £25 is inviting.
If you make use of this deal, go
early to avoid disappointment.
Popular dishes, like the lemon
sole, grilled fennel and mussel
sauce were gone by the time we
made our order.

After a glass of wine each,

Marco and I made our way
through almost all of the avail-
able menu. To start, I opted for
the aubergine croquettes, onion
marmalade and curried mayo
(£7.50), while Marco dove in
with the BBQ’d octopus, nectarine
chutney with chilli and basil (£12)
followed by the smoked chicken
wings, hazelnut satay, eel glaze
and spring onions (£9).

My croquettes were crisp on
the outside, but the aubergine
was melt-in-the-mouth, and the
flavours of the onion marmalde
and curried mayo struck an
enjoyable counter-balance with-
out over-powering the filling.
Marco reported his octopus to
be “succulent, smokey and full
of flavour”. It was an undeniably
strong start.

Marco’s chicken wings indi-
cated the rest of the meal would
not go down so smoothly. He
enthused about the satay sauce,
commenting on how the sauce’s
hazelnut base made a welcome
change to the usual peanut, but
ultimately this sauce carried the
dish. Marco was less enamored by
the chicken itself; although tender,
it ultimately lacked flavour.

For the main course, I decided
to try the vegan option, a British
seasonal veg ratatouille’, (£17),
with a side of coal roasted pota-
toes, miso and chives’ (£7) and
Marco chose the 400g aged

ribeye, stuffed onion, bone mar-
row and the Renegade vern cab
sauv sauce (£45). The presen-
tation of both main dishes was
questionable — my ratatouille
looked a bit too rough around
the edges, and Marco’s steak was
swimming in excess sauce.

Regrettably, tasting them did
not alter our initial first impres-
sions. Marco’s ribeye was served
lukewarm and my vegetables felt
simulatenously under, and over-
cooked. Although I enjoyed the
combination of chive and miso
with my side of potatoes, it
seemed to me that the potatoes
were boiled, and not ‘coal roasted’
as was advertised. Unfortunately,
our dishes were bland and a far
cry from the ‘heat, smoke and
flavour’ that inspired the menu.

Nevertheless, eager to relive the
success of the starters, we stayed
for another glass of wine and des-
ert. I went for the cheese plate
with damson jelly’ (£12) while
Marco opted for the sour cream
sponge, raspberry compote,
orange curd and mint’ (£9.5),
and both proved a pleasant finale
to the meal. Go to Embers for
the ‘bites’ and desserts, and stay
for Renegade’s delicious wines
and the playlist of R&B hits past
and present.

‘Embers’ is open 5pm-10pm every
Wednesday to Friday, and from
12pm-10pm on Saturdays.
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LISTINGS

GIG

MARKET

Joel Stoker

Saturday 2nd September, 7pm
Walthamstow Trades Hall,

61-63 Tower Hamlets Rd E17 4RQ

Artisan Market

Sunday 10th September 11am—-4pm
Waltham Forest Town Hall, Forest
Road, Walthamstow E17 4JF

Fresh from supporting Liam Gallagher,
Joel Stoker returns to home soil for
a special show at the Trades Hall to
celebrate the launch of his new album
‘The Undertow’. Known primarily for his
work as front man of local heroes The
Rifles, Joel’s solo debut has won plaudits
for its effortless melody and unflinchingly
honest reflections. Support comes in
the form of another local act, Turncoat
Billy, with their blend of sharp wit and
catchy tunes.

Tickets £25.31
Visit eventim.co.uk/event/joel-stoker-
walthamstow-trades-hall-17326423

EXHIBITION

Sacred Wings

5th—-29th September, Tuesdays
9.30am-3pm, Fridays 9.30am—
1pm, Saturdays 10am-3pm,
Sundays 12.30pm-3pm

St Peter-in-the-Forest Church,

18 Woodford New Road E17 3PP

Due to popular demand, this butterfly art
exhibition by Walthamstow-based artist
Jason Hawkridge has been extended
to the 29th of September. Inspired by
his love of symmetry, sacred geometry
and nature, the part paint, part gold
leaf, winged moths, butterflies and
dragonflies sit symmetrically on sepia
aged canvases and watercolour paper.

Free

FESTIVAL

Blindspot Gigs presents Stow
Sausage and Cider Festival
16th and 17th September, 12pm
Walthamstow Cricket Tennis and
Squash Club, 48A Greenway
Avenue, Walthamstow E17 3QN

We’re back! Blindspot Gigs presents
Stow Sausage and Cider Festival 2023
offering a huge selection of ciders and
sausages, other food stalls and live
music for alll Doors will open at midday,
and on Saturday 16th September, you
can enjoy live music from tribute acts
for ABBA, Elton John, Green Day, Red
Hot Chilli Peppers, Michael Bublé, and
Elvis. On Sunday 17th September the
fun will continue with music from
tribute acts for Britney Spears, Robbie
Williams, Muse, Becky Hill, Adele, and
Cher. As well as live music, we will
have plenty of other things for the
whole family to enjoy. From free face
painting to rides and inflatables, there
is something for everyone!

Adults from £15, five and under Free
Visit stowsausageciderfestival.
co.uk/tickets

The Creative Side of London is holding
a series of Maker Markets in the heart of
Walthamstow, a grade 2 listed location
of Fellowship Square, outdoors. Come
and enjoy the food, fountains and lots of
your local creative artisans. Our events
are pet friendly and have free entry. The
venue is easily accessible, step-free and
has ample free car parking.

Free
Email market@thecreative
sideoflondon.com

FOLK

Nancy Kerr and James Fagan

17th September, 7.30pm—-10.30pm
Ye Olde Rose and Crown Theatre
Pub, 53 Hoe Street E17 4SA

Nancy and James are at the top of British
folk music. They are superb and inventive
musicians with great voices and sensitive
playing of fiddle, guitar and bouzouki. They
are part of the Melrose Quartet, Nancy
plays with Magpie Arc and they both are
involved in many other collaborations.
Booking ahead is advised. There will be
floorspots available for local musicians.

£10-12
Visit wegottickets.com/event/586077
Email walthamstowfolk@gmail.com

JUMBLE TRAIL

Age UK South Chingford Jumble Trail
Sunday 24th September, 10am—-3pm
Front gardens all over South Chingford

This fundraising initiative organised by
Age UK Waltham Forest is a big boot sale
over South Chingford with sellers setting
out in their front gardens. Sell or follow
the trail, grab a bargain and meet your
neighbours. Donate £5 to Age UK to get
your house put on the jumble trail map.

Free

Link to online map of stall holders:
bit.ly/4650BH4

To register a stall: bit.ly/3KXpBak

CHARITY

Eat or Heat Quiz Fundraiser Night
Tuesday 19th September, 7pm
Walthamstow Trades Hall, 61-63
Tower Hamlets Rd E17 4RQ

You are all invited to a quiz and raffle
night happening at Walthamstow Trades
Hall raising money for the Eat or Heat
food bank on Tuesday 19th September.
All proceeds will go to support the work
the local foodbank does.

£6 adv, £7.50 on the door
Visit bit.ly/3POwd8S

Submit your listings

We can include low-cost community events taking place in Waltham Forest.
Email wfecho@socialspider.com by Monday 18th September
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SPORT

Walthamstow FC gets stylish new kit

by David O’Driscoll

althamstow FC are app-

roaching the upcoming sea-

son in the manner it finished

last season, with confidence,
but also now in some style. Walthamstow FC
won their first away game with Ipswich Wan-
derers 2-0, wearing the most talked about,
and arguably most stylish football kit this
pre-season.

This kit was well covered by all the major
media outlets and created a significant stir.
It was developed over three years and was
masterminded locally with the aid of art
collective Wood Street Walls, the William
Morris Gallery and Walthamstow FC.

The shirt pattern chosen via the museum
archives is based on ‘yare’ by John Henry
Dearle, the former apprentice of William
Morris. The shirt features the museum’s
logo on the front. The club announced the
kit with a stylish video shot at the old pie
and mash shop L Manze at Walthamstow
Market and at the William Morris Gallery.
The collaboration is the first time a museum
and a football club have come together to
fashion a kit.

Hadrian Gerrard, director of the Wil-
liam Morris Gallery (which is just down
the road from the football club’s home

= Advertisement

While the cost of the shirts is not cheap,
it must be remembered that some of the
proceeds of sales will go towards helping
to establish a Walthamstow FC women’s
football team. Moreover, due to the phe-
nomenal demand, with orders from across
the globe, the kit promptly sold out. How-
ever, the club are keen to say that it will
be soon available at the ground and at
the William Morris Gallery to purchase.

Walthamstow FC centre forward, Dun-
can Culley, was delighted with the new
kit, and the buzz it has generated. Culley
said that he managed to wear the shirt at
Stamford Bridge, which is the home of his
beloved Chelsea. The centre forward is
also confident about the upcoming season.
Walthamstow FC is now in the Isthmian
North Division One league and will be look-
ing east with many games in the Essex,
Suffolk and Norfolk regions.

Culley believes having a core of last year’s
successful team will prove vital to success on
the pitch. He said: “We’re all very excited to
start the season and have looked good in our
: | | warm-up games. The group is really tight-knit
Walthamstow FC rocked the new kit at their Ipswich away game on 12th August = Credit Andrzej Perkins already and I can see us continuing from
ground), said: “We’re proud to support our | north-east London and this is a great way | where we were at the end of last season”. The
local Walthamstow FC through this unique | for us to bring the work of Morris out of | matches will be coming thick and fast, and
collaboration. William Morris Gallery is | the gallery and into the streets and football | the club hopes to see some new supporters
part of a very special community here in | pitches for next season.” cheering on this exciting and stylish team.

020 8150 1177  www.coppermills.co.uk

63 St James Street, E17 7PJ

Fixed fee sales from your local
independent property experts
Leasehold sales £3,000 + VAT, fixed fee!
Freehold sales £4,000 + VAT, fixed fee!

...including floor plan and professional photographs

More properties needed!

Copermills manage a C1800 cottage now awarded an EPC-A.
We help landlords improve their EPC rating with our first hand
knowledge.

=, Your local solicitors
COppermlHS No legal problem is too large or too small.

If it matters to you, then it matters to us.

e Family Law and children matters, Wills and 5* star google reviews
Probate, Immigration EU applications and

Nationality law Will writing service

* Avoiding court cost and want to agree legal from £200 + vAT
separation talk to us - we are divorce and
children law experts

e Discount for all Wills and Lasting powers of
attorney drafting for all NHS workers

020 8175 5000 www.AronaStJames.co.uk

63 St James St, Walthamstow, London E17 7PJ ARONA
Immigration & family law specialists J Q M I : E ;
AT, \ -

SOLICITORS
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HELP US GROW THE ECHO

Waltham Forest Echo is published
by Social Spider Community
News, a not-for-profit social

enterprise. Our mission is to hold

authority to account and provide

a platform for the community. But

because we have no shareholders

or wealthy backers we rely on

local people and organisations

to support our journalism. The

number of supporters making
monthly contributions has nearly
doubled in a year — helping us to

break even and look at how we

can grow as a publication.

WITH CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM ECHO READERS WE AIM TO:

Produce more local journalism | Expand the size of
the paper | Distribute to more locations

This month, 297 readers like you helped us cover 30% of our monthly costs. While the
paper remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our
local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

Find out more at: walthamforestecho.co.uk/support-us

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

Darrel Hunneybell, David Hamilton, Chris Lemin, David Gardiner, Jean Duggleby, Michael Grimshaw, Dexter Coles, Roland Karthaus, Graham Millington, Renetta Neal, Graham Larkbey, Paul Schneider, Deri Jones,
Scott Davies, Madeleine Munday, lan Cadogan, Lee Mitchell, Pat Stannard, Paul Scaife, Irena Souroup, Jon Dalladay, David McDade, Community Counts UK, Saradadevii Hull-Jurkovic, Claire Weiss, (Alfred) George -

Clarke, Ben Marlow, Creative Works, Carmen Trachenko, Transition Leytonstone, Clem Cowton, Linda Ridgers-Waite, Stephanie Waterman, Hugh Grant Peterkin, Alke Schmidt, Keith Segal, Daniel Stanley, Sarah

Jones, Bob Sullivan, Jo Pinney, Andrew Diamond, Julian Richards, James Wragg, Doreen Harding, Miranda Grell, Jawed Akhtar, Jean Anderson, Katherine Green, Shona Mackintosh, Laonikos Psimikakis, Joanna BG TBEET WAlls
Moncrieff, Steve Cushion, Namir Shabibi, Andrew Boyd, Florent Lassalle, The Digital Story Company, Lora Parkes, Sarah McCulloch, Amy Rixon, Holly Wilkins, Steve Roffey, Ruth Goldsmith, Kate Bohdanowicz, Kizzy

Gardiner, Louis Wallinger, Peter Brennan, Paul Perkins and Lesley Perkins, Anne McKenna, Clare Thomas, Tom Thompson, Barbara Korner, Tamsin Green, Lucy Birchenough, Sam Brewster, Carolyn Difalco, Jonathan
Weymer, Maura Wilding, Steven Scorer, Paul Dart, Allyiah Walcott, Philip Hall, Debra Antwi, Amer Saad, Eduardo Regalado, Andrew Johns, Robert Bell, Claudia Hillaire, Mike Lanchin, Ben Holt, Martin Goodsell,
Jo Fletcher, Darren Kneller, Salaheddin AbuEin, George T Goodchild, William Slater, Adam Shone, Jill Hasler, Paul Clements, Alexandra Martinelli, Thomas Ableman, Matt Bennett, Wendy Wood, Gary Anderson,

John Hugill, Victoria Crabb, Richard Hughes, Michael Campbell, Bryony Forde, Matthew Rodriguez, Dara Maguire, Alex Wilson, Richard Campbell, Ben Plant, Rossalyn Warren, Saskia Rombach, Gail Courtney, BIG PE““Y
Ruth Kosminsky, Ryan de Ste Croix, Chris Radley, Louisa Ackermann, John Field, Ollie Daw, Justin Tilley, Carl Antbring, Felicity Hall, Tristan Moyle, Mary Seabrook, Joyce Quarrie, Simon Cook, Flora Fyfe-Graham,

el Ttherapy.com

Elaine Hoctor, Jennifer Crampton, James Mayne, Rob Plant, Ciaran O'Connor, Peter Baker, Tanja Nielsen, Darren Lawrence, Emily Emmott, Roger Huddle, Dan Browne, Sophy Harper, Adrian Stannard, Lily Nelson, ! socIAL
Sonia Fletcher, Terence Button-Sands, Ellie Dawes, Derrick Hibbett, Justina Forristal, David Cato, Anne Strudwick, Mark Brown, Nick Dovey, Christina Carg, Jon Parker-Dean, Sophie & John deGraft-Johnson, Rhod

Morgan, Steve Bloomfield, Abigail Ross, Ruth Parmessur, Albert Carter-Phillips, Mary Burnett, Simon Thompson, Alistair Scott, Niklas Friedberg, Angie Tillyer, Helen Porter, Sybil Ritten, Rob Skipwith, James Baines,
Graham Norman, Alex Maws, Rosio Cafarelli, John Gilbert, Roy Sutton, Matt Button, Karen Ruddock, Alistair Scott, Jane Tilson, Liam Jones, Sarah Jones, Hilda Varley, Emily Parsonage, Elisa Williams, Monica Westin,
Lisa Lisker, Jason Halverson, Alex Lee, Lloyd Purnell, Katherine Stokes, Catherine Tildesley Mears, Richard Thompson, Megan Cupid and Ed Torpey, Jonny Davies, Carolyn Axtell, Pam Williams, Esther Neslen,
Cranston Watts, Rachael Castell, Hewing Wittare, Martin Riches, Daniel Garay, Roland Zell, David Boote, Manuel Arroyo-Kalin, Deborah Nash, Steve Lambert, Helen Weighell, Ines Nastali, Lydia Noon, Mark and _/\\l-l/\

® @

Barnaby Cecil £, g

Ly,
Financial Planning NeeLl

Laura McCormack, Alis Templeton, Mary Logan, Claire Lee Shepherd, Thomas Greenhill, Marisa Takom, Annie Constable, Tom Penn, Mette Isaksen, Tony Lawlor, Joseph Clift, Akhtarul Haque, Jane McCormick, Jon

Seymour Jr., Scott Rodgers, Linda Green, Claire Hambleton, Clive Power, Amy Keegan, Lesley Finlayson, Lewis Robinson, Matthew Wyatt, David O'Driscoll, Andrew Cole, Paul Gasson, Tom Belger, Irena Chudzio,

Angela Shek, John Leeming, Mike Bartlett, Fiona Johnson, Delroy Peters, Anoushka Huntington-Bowles, Natasha McFadzean, Louise Krzan, Daniel Bowman, Diana Wellings, Richard Bagley, Robert Gay, Michael Walthamstow
Parker, Caramel Quin, Laurence Palfreyman, Kenneth Driscoll, WIILMA (WIILMA TEAM), Abigail Dyer, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Roland Rance, Rob Watson, Michael Wiseman, Christopher Brody, Sarah Campbell, George PLII'I'IPhOLISIE
Harris, Matthew Wyatt, Albert Carter Phillips, Sarah Fairbairn, Abigail Woodman, Fred Harrison, Peter O'Kane, Tony Lobo, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Andrew Prescott, Louise Sheppey, Nicholas Smith, Carla Grande, M
Fatima Iftikhar, Nicholas McGrath, Tigerlily Clarke, Sam Humphries, Fatemah Abidi, Linda Williamson, Amanda Connolly, Ros Kane, Linda Bean, James Riley, Thomas Rodliffe, Carole Sturdy, James Coen, Philip Wray. useum




