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unior doctors at Whipps Cross 
refused to work for three days 
last month as part of a nation-
wide strike over poor pay 
and “extreme work stress”.

Trade union British Medical Asso-
ciation have since confirmed another 
national strike will take place this 
month, from 11th to 15th April.

Last month, the Local Democracy 
Reporting Service visited the picket 
line which formed on the main road 
outside the Leytonstone hospital, 
run by Barts Health NHS Trust.

J
by Josh Mellor,  

Local Democracy Reporter

Doctors strike outside Whipps Cross
As those driving past repeatedly 

answered the “honk 4 doctors” 
signs with beeps of  support, 
respiratory registrar Aarash Saleh, 
37, said he is “constantly apologis-
ing” to patients about “how long 
they are waiting”.

He said the problem “all comes 
down to staffing” due to doctors 
choosing better-paid jobs else-
where and he fears even more 
doctors will leave the NHS if 
things fail to improve.

He said: “We want to give great 
care, not have to cover gaps and 
work under extreme stress due to 

the fear of making mistakes and 
dealing with people who have to 
wait too long to see us.

“You can stand that for a short 
time but, when your pay is being 
eroded and the job is getting harder, 
you will seek employment elsewhere 
and that exacerbates the problem.”

Emergency medicine doctor 
Jahangir Alom said two thirds 
of the friends he studied with at 
medical school have since “gone 
abroad or are not working in the 
NHS as doctors”.

He added: “As an emergency 
worker, it’s normal for people to 

have to wait eight hours to see a 
doctor – that’s not how it used to 
be ten or 15 years ago… it’s the 
government that is not doing any 
workforce planning.”

Anaesthetist registrar Nilesh 
Sonawane, who has a young family, 
said it is no longer “worth” work-
ing day and night shifts for £14 per 
hour, saying: “They’re asking us 
for goodwill without anything else 
– I finished my medical degree 14 
years ago.”

To help stem the tide of departing 
doctors, trade union British Medi-
cal Association has called for a 35% 

pay rise. Health Secretary Steve Bar-
clay previously responded by saying 
he wants to find a settlement but 
that it must recognise the country’s 
wider economic pressures.

Junior doctors make up around 
half of the medical workforce at 
Barts hospitals including Whipps, 
as the category includes doctors 
with up to ten years of experience.

According to the trust’s website, 
during the strike Barts enlisted con-
sultants to cover duties normally 
carried out by their more junior 
colleagues to ensure patients were 
not at risk.

The picket line outside Whipps 
Cross Hospital Credit LDRS
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etails of  millions of 
pounds in future coun-
cil budget cuts, includ-

ing to children’s mental health 
services, have been revealed.

Last month, the majority of 
councillors voted to approve 
the budget for the 2023/24 
financial year, which includes 
£6.7m in “efficiency savings”.

Waltham Forest Council 
refused to provide more 
details about these cuts to the 
Local Democracy Reporting 
Service (LDRS) ahead of the 
vote, arguing they would not 
impact council services.

However, after the vote, the 
council shared a breakdown 
of  the savings, which some 
backbench Labour council-
lors claimed they had not seen 
before approving the budget.

The breakdown notes that 
“substantial NHS 
investment” and 
pressures on Wal-
tham Forest’s own 
budget mean it is 
no longer “appro-
priate” for the coun-
cil to contribute 
£315,000 per year 
to children’s mental 
health services.

When contacted 
for comment, council leader 
Grace Williams said: “If savings 
that have an impact on front-line 
services are proposed, they are 
carefully considered with the 
involvement of service users 
before being scrutinised in pub-
lic by elected members.”

Some Labour members told 
the LDRS they were unaware 
of any planned savings, despite 
attending a private briefing on 
the budget before its approval 
last month.

Details of savings were not 
shown to the budget and perfor-
mance scrutiny committee either, 
despite its role in publicly exam-
ining council policy decisions.

Conservative group leader 
Emma Bes t  sa id  i t  was 
“beyond ridiculous” that her 

n elderly Walthamstow 
man who went missing 
more than a month ago 

could be living in Epping Forest, 
according to police.

Sydney Piper, 69, was last seen 
in Chingford Road shortly after 
noon on 23rd February, heading 
in the direction of the Crooked 
Billet roundabout.

His loved ones told police his 
disappearance is out of character 
and he is not thought to have any 

wo young men have 
pleaded guilty to a “care-
fully planned” robbery of 

a famous boxer in Leyton.
On 18th April last year, Amir 

Khan and his wife Faryal Makh-
doom were leaving a restaurant in 
High Road, Leyton, when Amir 
was approached by a stranger, 
who pointed a gun in his face.

The stranger was Dante Camp-
bell, a 20-year-old from Hornsey, 
who demanded Amir’s custom 
Franck Muller watch, worth an 
estimated £70,000.

Once it was handed over, he 
fled to a getaway car driven by 
25-year-old Ahmed Bana from 
Tottenham. A third man, Hamza 
Kulane, wanted in connection 
with the robbery is still at large.

Detective Constable Stuart 
Ponder said: “This robbery was 
carefully planned and executed 
by these individuals, who knew 
exactly who they were targeting 
and what they were aiming for.

“Despite being on a busy street 
with other members of the public 
close by, they had no qualms about 
brandishing a firearm and threat-
ening Mr Khan with the most bra-
zen and extreme level of violence.

“We know every robbery has a 

D
A

T

party had been asked to vote 
in favour of the budget “with-
out any details” of the cuts.

She added: “It is disappoint-
ing but not surprising that 
Labour backbenchers voted 
last week’s budget through 
without knowing what they 
were actually voting for.

“To provide those figures 
only after the budget has passed 
stinks and shows the Labour 
administration will do any-
thing possible to avoid scrutiny.

“Now we discover con-
cerning changes to children’s 
mental health service delivery 
and adult social care, which 
should have been discussed 
within the budget meeting.”

Responding to Cllr Best’s 
comments, Cllr Williams said 
her party makes “no apolo-
gies” for being “careful custo-
dians” of public money.

She added: “This enables us 
to support more of 
our residents during 
their hour of need.”

Other savings 
that will be made 
b y  A p r i l  n e x t 
year include sav-
ing £480,000 by 
removing “dupli-
cation” of mental 
health services, 
for both children 

and adults, which the council 
believes the NHS should fund.

It is also hoping to spend 
£ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  l e s s  o n  a d u l t 
social care equipment, such 
as home adaptations for 
elderly people returning 
home after hospitalisation.

The council also plans to 
“save” money by ramping 
up some of  its sources of 
income. It plans to make an 
extra £90,000 from fines, an 
extra £277,000 from parking 
permits and £60,000 more 
through commercial rents.

The highways team will also 
see a £100,000 “reduction in 
expenditure”, while £360,000 
will be generated by scrap-
ping parking scratchcards and 
increasing parking permit costs.

by Josh Mellor,  
Local Democracy Reporter

“Labour 
backbenchers 
voted without 
knowing what 

they were 
actually  

voting for”

money or an Oyster card with him, 
meaning he is likely still in the area.

Police are appealing for visitors 
to Epping Forest to keep an eye 
out for Sydney, after previously 
asking Walthamstow residents to 
“check any sheds, outbuildings or 
overgrown areas”.

Sydney is a slim, short man with 
a grey beard and black hair, who 
disappeared wearing a black coat, 
grey T-shirt, grey trousers and 
black slippers.

Detective Chief Inspector Seb 
Florent said: “We believe it is pos-
sible that Sydney may have made 
his way to Epping Forest. He may 
be in need of assistance and we 
want to ensure he is safe and well.”

If you spot Sydney please call 
999 immediately or, if  you have 
information you think could help 
police find him, call 101 quoting 
reference CAD 4957/24Feb.

significant impact on the victim 
and Mr Khan has spoken out 
about the impact this had, not 
only on him but his family.

“That is why we are doing every-
thing we can to target individuals 
who think they can get away with 
this type of behaviour, from extra 
patrols at known robbery hotspots 
and developing intelligence on 
those carrying out these crimes.

“Anyone who is a victim of a rob-
bery should report it as soon as pos-
sible – this helps us ascertain crucial 
forensic evidence to take these vio-
lent criminals off our streets.”

Campbell and Bana will be 
sentenced at Snaresbrook Crown 
Court at a later date.

Sydney Piper (courtesy of  
Metropolitan Police)

The ‘one-off’ watch stolen from Amir  
Khan (courtesy of Metropolitan Police)
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Borough’s top cop on the force’s future

W altham Forest police has a 
communication problem - 
one the force’s newest boss 
is determined to fix.

Detective Chief Superintendent Simon 
Crick took over command of Waltham Forest 
and Newham’s joint police force last July, 
after leading policing in Enfield and Haringey.

In the aftermath of two high-profile stab-
bings in Walthamstow, one of which has 
since become a murder investigation, he told 
the Echo they were a fitting example of the 
need to be more transparent with residents.

He also described a new style of policing 
currently being trialled in Chingford and 
Leytonstone, which could go borough-wide 
if the pilot succeeds.

“Clearly when you get two serious inci-
dents in the space of a week in the same area, 
it plays on people’s minds,” he said. “And 
social media has had a significant impact.

“I’ve seen a lot of speculation online 
and[...] unless we step up to counter these 
narratives with the facts, what’s on social 
media can become the reality of what hap-
pened in many people’s minds.

“One thing we struggle with is commu-
nicating with residents; listening to them 
and explaining to them what we are doing. 
Nobody is aware of all the work being 
done and that speaks volumes.

“How can I expect people to have trust and 
confidence in us if we are not communicat-
ing what we are doing in an effective way?”

In an effort to be “more responsive” in the 
aftermath of the now-fatal stabbing, police 
briefed Walthamstow MP Stella Creasy, who 
in turn posted updates regularly to Waltham-
stow’s largest Facebook group, and held a 
public meeting to reassure residents.

Asked if recent events reflected a wider 
increase in violence, perhaps caused by con-
flict between the borough’s gangs, he said: 
“I always try to look for an understanding 
of what’s going on but the briefing I was 
given suggests I have not got that intelli-
gence at the moment.

“I don’t think there has been a huge change 
[in the gangs network], it’s very much similar 
to how it was in 2018.”

Despite the “unfortunate” spate of 
violence in Walthamstow, DCS Crick 
was keen to talk about a pilot for a new 
style of policing, which launched in two 
Leytonstone and Chingford neighbour-
hoods on 28th February.

The three-month trial, taking place in 
Cathall and Chingford Mount, will see 
Waltham Forest police, already on “very 
close” terms with the council, take their rela-
tionship “to the next level”. The thinking, 
DCS Crick explained, is that many issues 

commonly reported to the police could actu-
ally be better solved by council intervention.

He said: “We’re no longer the agency that 
can solve all the issues in the community. 
For example, if there’s drug-dealing in the 
stairwell of a block of flats, it might be that 
there needs to be a more effective front door.

“Instead of a delay getting the council 
to deal with [an issue], we can have a fast 
conversation to get the relevant services 
out. Rather than imposing a solution, 
it’s about going to the community, asking 
what issues they have and trying to make 
their lives better.”

Asked what would happen in a situation 
where residents were unhappy with a coun-
cil-led response, DCS Crick said this was 
another issue he hoped would be solved by 
better communication.

However, a public meeting organised 
by police in Chingford earlier this year,  

regarding a crime-ridden railway bridge, 
makes it clear this may be a difficult task. 
While the council promised to install a CCTV 
camera, some residents were still insistent 
they wanted to see more officers on patrol.

While DCS Crick said the areas were cho-
sen because of residents’ “low confidence” in 
police, they are notably also areas where the 
council is finalising plans for a “15-minute 
neighbourhood”, with increased attention 
possibly helping to get residents on board.

However, the focus on neighbourhoods 
is clearly not only a council priority. DCS 
Crick noted that new Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, Sir Mark Rowley, “wants all 
officers to be 20 minute’s walk from their 
base”, something which “may require” open-
ing up more police stations in the borough 
“co-located with the council”.

Asked if this could mean the reopening of 
Walthamstow Police Station, which closed in 

2011 and was supposedly set to be converted 
into flats in 2020, he said: “There’s no plans 
at the moment to get rid of our Waltham-
stow base as it’s one of our busier areas.

“To me, it’s really important that we 
have got offices located in our commu-
nities. Some of our police stations have 
metal grills over the front doors, it’s really 
not a good image and looks like we have 
withdrawn from the community.”

As an “interim measure”, however, local 
police have “been doing a lot of  work 
around pop-up stations”, temporary police 
stations that move around the borough, 
which he said “have been really successful”.

While police stations are currently on 
rotation, new recruits no longer are. In 
response to criticisms that local officers 
were being moved on just as they began 
to understand a new area, the force is now 
aiming to have “consistency in postings”, as 
DCS Crick remarked: “It takes six months 
just to find out about the local issues.”

He added: “We need to get better at 
advertising who the local police officers 
are because a recurring theme we hear 
from residents is that they have no idea 
how to contact them.”

DCS Simon Crick joined the Met Police 
at the age of 24, inspired by his father and 
brother, both policemen themselves.

He spent a decade as a police constable in 
Newham, which left him “totally committed” 
to neighbourhood-level policing, as he “saw 
for [himself] how problem-solving policing 
can solve many of the issues in communities”.

While his proudest achievement is becom-
ing borough commander, the moment that 
“sticks out” most in his career to date is 
being one of the first responders on the 
scene at Grenfell.

He told the Echo: “It was the only time I 
thought I was going to lose my team, it was 
that scary. There were very distinct simi-
larities to the Twin Towers [on 9/11] and I 
remember thinking, if this building collapses, 
how am I going to get my team out?

“I was under a tree and remember looking 
up and it was full of metal that had fallen 
off the tower. If that had fallen on one of my 
officers, it could have caused serious injury.”

After his time as borough commander 
for Enfield and Haringey, he is pleased to 
return to the East London area where he 
started his career.

He said: “I love this area, it’s a fantastic 
place to work. I always tell recruits they’re 
really lucky to come here because it will give 
them a really broad and varied experience 
in their first few years.

“If you want to be an officer in London, 
somewhere like here is a really good place 
to learn your craft.”

by Victoria Munro
DCS Simon Crick
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School’s out

Cheap housing for chores

A

W altham Forest 
school staff joined 
a  n a t i o nw i d e 
strike last month 

in a fight for a pay rise and better 
funding for schools.

Teachers and support staff from 
schools across the borough walked 
out on 15th and 16th March, as 
part of collective action organised 
by the National Education Union.

Waltham Forest NEU district 
secretary Pablo Phillips told the 
Echo funding for the borough’s 
schools is “particularly inade-
quate” compared to other parts 
of London.

He said the problem is “more 
acute” locally than some other bor-
oughs because of Waltham Forest’s 
outer-London status, which further 
reduces the amount it receives per 
pupil in government funding.

Pablo said: “Waltham Forest 
is, in essence, a borough with 
inner-London problems, in terms 
of deprivation and other social 
issues, where teachers are paid at 
an outer-London rate.

“That’s not fair and affects 
recruitment and retention. The 
stories we are hearing from our 
members show there are staff 
shortages and often a lack of 
other resources as well because 
schools simply do not have the 
funds to pay for things kids need, 
like books.”

However, Pablo said he was 
cheered by the support striking 
staff have received from the com-
munity, including parents, other 
unions and the council.

He added: “What we have done 
has created a community spirit. 

non-profit is working 
with Waltham Forest 
Council to encour-
age people to move in 

with strangers and do chores in 
exchange for a cheap place to live.

Two Generations says their 
scheme “is most suitable for 
those who genuinely enjoy 
helping others and prefer to be 
home in the evenings”, who are 
willing to give an average of  40 
of  hours assistance a month.

“Homesharers” do not pay 
rent and are not legally tenants 
but pay a monthly fee of around 
£300 to Two Generations, as 
well as a possible contribution 
to household bills.

The non-profit was founded in 
2018 by social worker Natasha 
Langleben and finance direc-
tor Sam Brandman. While it 
already operates nationwide, a 
new “homeshare ambassador” 
is working with the council to 
encourage local residents and 
organisations to take part.

Natasha told the Echo: “Lots 
of people can really benefit from 
homesharing, particularly in an 
early intervention way. It can pro-
vide help around the house for 

That’s what strike action does: it 
makes you feel powerful.”

Staff  at Chase Lane Primary 
School in Chingford formed the 
school’s first-ever picket line as 
they joined hundreds of  other 
workers walking out across  
the borough.

One NEU member said: “It 
was a brilliant morning standing 
alongside our colleagues in sup-
port of our school, our staff and 
our children.

“The funding issue is something 
that affects everyone involved, 
which is why we felt it was import-
ant to come together and show 
that enough is enough!”

The NEU is calling for a pay-
rise of  12%, compared to the 
4.3% offered by the government 
most recently, arguing that pay has 
fallen by almost a quarter in real 
terms since 2010.

Education Secretary Gillian Kee-
gan said: “As a government, we 
have made a serious offer to the 
leaders of the National Education 
Union: pause strikes and get round 
the table to talk about pay, condi-
tions and reforms.

“It is hugely disappointing the 
NEU has thus far refused this 
serious offer and has not joined 
the Royal College of Nursing in 
calling off strikes.

“Instead of sitting round a table 
discussing pay, the NEU will once 
again cause disruption for children 
and families.

“Children deserve to be in school, 
and further strike action is simply 
unforgivable, especially after every-
thing children have been through 
because of the pandemic.”

someone before their health dete-
riorates to the point where they 
need to move into a care home.

“Some people are quite hesi-
tant at first – naturally bringing 
someone into their home is a 
big deal – but, once they get to 
know the person, all of a sudden 
they really want them to move 
in. There are some natural ques-
tions about safeguarding but it’s 
really key to what we do that we 
perform proper checks and ask 
for references.

“We have arranged somewhere 
between 50 to 70 homeshares so 
far. Most last a year or 18 months 
- our longest was three years - 
but they are long-lasting relation-
ships. We have two ladies who 
are both on their third sharer 
but their first two sharers are 
still friends who come to visit.”

In addition to the fee paid by 
homesharers, “householders” 
also pay a monthly £99 fee to Two 
Generations in exchange “for 
facilitating the match and provid-
ing ongoing support”, although 
there is a bursary option for 
those struggling financially.

Natasha said they undergo a 
pain-staking matching process and 
trial period to ensure the house-
holder and homesharer get on well 

but that Two Generations will step 
in where there are any issues.

Asked about arrangements 
breaking down, she said: “It does 
not happen often but you are 
bringing two humans together 
who do not know each other. As 
with any flatshare, that some-
times won’t work.

“If  things go really badly 
wrong, it does mean [the home-
sharer] giving up their housing 
but, if  you go and rent a room 
with someone, you can lose your 
housing if you do not like them.

“But our philosophy is we pre-
fer no match to a bad match. 
Maybe seven or eight have bro-
ken down but, even then, it was 
not to the point where they 
wouldn’t speak to each other, 
it was just not quite working.”

Homesharers are often people 
in their 30s or 40s “looking for 
affordable accommodation”. 
In an article for the Municipal 
Journal earlier this year, Nata-
sha wrote they have arranged 
homeshares for “huge numbers 
of Ukrainian refugees”.

Natasha added: “A lot of peo-
ple just have not heard of  the 
scheme but, when we tell them 
about it, they usually think it’s 
a really good idea.”

Homesharer Jonquil and householder Sarah 
Credit Two Generations CIC

by Victoria Munro

The picket line at Chase Lane Primary School  
Credit Waltham Forest NEU
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New station and 
reopening Chingford to 
Stratford line proposed

Time running out to 
fund station upgrade

T

Astretch of train tracks that once 
connected the borough directly 
to Stratford could one day 
reopen, alongside a brand new 

Leyton railway station.
The proposals, which require the “support 

of  Network Rail” and “several further 
stages of work” before a concrete timeline 
is possible, were outlined in a report for 
council leaders last month.

Connecting the London Overground line 
from Chingford to Stratford would entail 
reopening the “Hall Farm Curve”, a 500-
metre stretch of train tracks pulled up in 
1970, and could mean Overground trains 
run through Lea Bridge Station once more.

The potential new railway station is 
proposed in Ruckholt Road, only a short 
distance from the existing Leyton Station 
on the Central Line.

“The nature of  the programmes,” the 
report notes, mean they are likely to be 
“delivered over medium to long-term time 
horizons”, ranging from five to more than 
15 years time.

The report explains that the potential 
Ruckholt Road Station would serve thousands 
of  new residents expected to move into 
homes the council hopes to see built in the 
Leyton Mills area.

According to a report on plans for Leyton 

ime is running out to raise millions 
of pounds for a “much-needed” 
new entrance for Walthamstow 
Central Station.

The improvements to the borough’s busiest 
station form part of the redevelopment of the 
17&Central shopping centre and, according 
to a planning condition, must begin by 
January 2025 if construction of the rest of 
the project proceeds as planned.

Work has already begun to rebuild the shopping 
centre, owned by Capital & Regional (C&R), and 
build two immense flat blocks, 34 and 26 storeys 
high. While planning permission was granted to 
C&R, the project was purchased by developer 
Long Harbour for £21million last summer.

However, other than a £1.5m contribution 
by C&R, the cost of upgrading the station 
will mostly fall on cash-strapped Transport 
for London (TfL) and Waltham Forest 
Council. In 2020, the council estimated the 
full upgrade would cost £41.5m.

TfL has since said it “remains keen” to 
upgrade the station but that the funding 
committed in 2018 is no longer available “due 
to budget constraints and other factors”. An 
application submitted to the government’s 
Levelling Up Fund requested £20m to 
“enable construction” but was rejected.

TfL’s spokesperson added that the only way 
to extend the 2025 deadline to raise the money 

Mills from last year, the council expects to 
see around 2,750 new homes built at New 
Spitalfields Market, around 1,950 homes 
built at Leyton Mills Retail Park and around 
730 built in Temple Mills Lane - a combined 
total of 5,430 homes.

The council has campaigned for the 
reopening of the Hall Farm Curve for years, 
arguing it would make it significantly quicker 
to reach Stratford from the borough.

A since-deleted council report from 2017, 
accessed via the Internet Archive, states the 
journey from Walthamstow to Stratford 
currently takes 40 minutes at peak times, 
while reaching Stratford from Chingford 
can take over an hour.

If the old route was reinstated, the old report 
notes, “the journey time from Chingford to 
Stratford would be approximately 20 minutes”.

would be if Long Harbour has not begun 
construction on a particular phase by 2025. 
However, as of last July, the developer expects 
to complete the entire project by September 
of that year, as it is using a modular system 
that is “faster” than traditional construction.

Through a planning agreement with Long 
Harbour, Waltham Forest Council has already 
raised £5.3m towards the ticket hall. As a 
“safeguarding option” if funding cannot be 
found, the council has written a “letter of 
comfort” to TfL, pledging a further £3.9m 
as an “ultimate backstop”.

A spokesperson for local group Save Our 
Square, which has campaigned against the 
redevelopment of the shopping centre, said a 
failure to secure the necessary funding by 2025 
would be a “massive loss to the community”.

They told the Local Democracy Reporting 
Service: “The Long Harbour scheme is over 
ten years old and well past its sell-by date, 
but the new station would be a real benefit 
to compensate for the damage this scheme 
is doing to Walthamstow.”

The spokesperson suggested Long Harbour 
and C&R should pay for the upgrade to avoid 
losing the opportunity.

Waltham Forest’s deputy leader and cabinet 
member for housing and regeneration Ahsan 
Khan said: “TfL and the council continue to 
explore further funding routes to complete 
the much-needed new station entrance.”

by Josh Mellor, Local Democracy Reporter

The planned new entrance for Walthamstow Central Station

More women are enrolling in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) courses at university, yet they 

make up less than a third of the workforce in 
these careers in the UK.

Alexandrina Pinzari, 19, is studying Applied 
Science at the College of Haringey, Enfield and 
North East London (CONEL).

“Science was the first type of career that 
came to mind, I really enjoyed it at school,” 
she said. “I’ve also always had pets – a parrot, 
a dog and now a cat – so have applied to study 
veterinary nursing at university.

“The teachers at CONEL present the subject 
well. I like doing the practical experiments and 
following a method; doing procedures, measure-
ments and calculations and understanding why 
things happen. It’s a fascinating subject and there 
are so many pathways you can take.

“You see a lot of male doctors and scientists. 

London’s First Free College

YOU
HAVE
IT IN 
YOU

All courses
up to Level 2  

and short courses 
up to Level 3 are

FREE

Whether you’re in Year 11 and looking at what to 
do next, or looking to get a job, advance in your 
career, go to university, or start something new, 
The College of Haringey, Enfield and North East 
London can help you achieve your ambitions.
We have a large variety of courses taught by industry 
experts – including A Levels (available at both  
centres, practical work-based vocational  
courses, Access to Higher Education  
diplomas, apprenticeships, and more.

All of our courses from Entry Level  
to Level 2 are FREE, regardless  
of your age or income.

conel.ac.uk
020 8442 3055 
courseinfo@conel.ac.uk

Don’t miss out,  
APPLY NOW
to study with us
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Find out more about STEM courses at 
CONEL and apply now at capitalccg.ac.uk

‘If you have the skills there shouldn’t 
be anything to stop you’

Sometimes women are overlooked for roles 
because they are seen as too sensitive and men 
are thought to be better at handling pressure. 
That needs to change if we are going to attract 
more women into science. If you have got the 
skills and ability there shouldn’t be anything 
to stop you.”
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LICENSING ACT 2003 LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that I Mr Hasan Guven have made an 
application under Section 17 Part 3 of the Licensing Act 2003 for a 
new Premises Licence for the Premises known as Arin Mini Market, 
85 Grove Road, Walthamstow London E17 9BU. I intend to conduct 
on or from the premises the following licensable activities: 

• Supply of alcohol OFF the premises: Monday to Sunday 
from 08:00 to 23:00

• Opening Hours: Monday to Sunday from 08:00 to 23:00

Any interested party or responsible authority may make representations 
on this application in writing to the The Licensing Section, 3 The Square, 
Leyton London E10 5NR, email: licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk, by not 
later than 25th April 2023.

For full details and to view a copy of the application please contact the 
Licensing General Section.

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with this application, the maximum fine on summary 
conviction is unlimited.

Applicant Licensing Rep: NARTS, 53 Stoke Newington High 
Street, London N16 8EL

Notice is hereby given that I Mr Visar Brucaj have made an application under 
Section 17 Part 3 of the Licensing Act 2003 for a Premises Licence for 
the Premises known as TESORO, 7 Hall Lane London E4 8HH. I intend 
to conduct on or from the premises the following licensable activities:

• Supply of alcohol ON and OFF the premises: Sunday to Thursday from 
11:00 to 00:00; Friday to Saturday from 11:00 to 01:00

• Provision of Late Night Refreshment: Sunday to Thursday from 23:00 
to 00:00; Friday to Saturday from 23:00 to 01:00

• Opening Hours: Sunday to Thursday from 06:30 to 00:00; Friday to 
Saturday from 06:30 to 01:00

Any interested party or responsible authority may make representations 
on this application in writing to the The Licensing Section, 3 The Square, 
Leyton London E10 5NR, email: licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk, by not 
later than 25th April 2023.

For full details and to view a copy of the application please contact the 
Licensing General Section.

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with this application, the maximum fine on summary 
conviction is unlimited.

Applicant Licensing Rep: NARTS, 53 Stoke Newington High 
Street, London N16 8EL

(Premises and Club Premises Certificates) Regulations 2005 (Premises and Club Premises Certificates) Regulations 2005
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More low-traffic 
neighbourhoods likely

Three charged after 
Walthamstow pub attack

M

T

ore  low-t ra f f i c 
neighbourhoods are 
likely to pop up in 
Waltham Forest, 

despite existing traffic restrictions 
already covering roughly half of 
the borough.

Last month, council leaders 

hree men are charged with 
attempted murder after an 
attack in a Walthamstow 
pub last month.

Police were called to The Duke 
pub in Wood Street shortly after 
8pm on 13th February to reports 
of a stabbing.

They found three victims, aged 27 
to 42, with stab wounds inside the 
pub and a fourth injured man, who 
had far more serious wounds and 

by Josh Mellor,  
Local Democracy Reporter
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Leasehold sales

£3,000 + VAT, fixed fee!
 

Freehold sales
£4,000 + VAT, fixed fee!

 
...including floor plan and professional photographs

More properties needed!

‘we really couldn’t recommend Coppermills strongly 
enough. Their local knowledge of the Walthamstow 

market is second to none. Brilliant.’.  
Google reviews

Fixed fee sales from 
your local independent 
property experts

approved a plan to improve the 
borough’s air quality over the next 
five years, including through new 
low-traffic neighbourhoods (LTNs), 
which stop drivers except emergency 
services and those who live or work 
there entering certain roads.

A council consultation on the 
plan received 313 responses, of 
which around six in ten supported 

more LTNs, cycling and electric 
vehicle infrastructure. However, 
a report noted a common concern 
that main roads close to existing 
LTNs are seeing increased traffic 
and higher pollution as a result.

In response, the council argued the 
impact LTNs have on traffic levels 
“varies on a scheme-by-scheme basis”, 
with an overall reduction in traffic “in 
most schemes” as well as a “continued 
downward trend” in polluted air.

It admitted there are “still some 
challenges” with traffic on main 
roads near LTNs but promised 
to continue working to “identify 
further solutions”.

According to Transport for 
London, most areas of  the 
borough meet the UK’s air quality 
targets but major roads are still a 
“significant source of pollution”.

A TfL map, based on data from 
2019, shows dangerous emissions 
are highest in areas close to the A12 
and A406, while the cleanest air is 
found in the north of the borough.

was left fighting for his life for over 
24 hours, in nearby Shernall Street.

This man, 22-year-old Jayden 
Brown from The Avenue in 
Chingford, was later arrested in 
hospital and charged with three 
counts of attempted murder.

He made his first appearance 
at the Old Bailey on 27th March, 
alongside a fellow suspect also 
charged with three counts of 
attempted murder: 24-year-old 
Brandon Brown, of no fixed address.

A third suspect – 27-year-old 
Ruben Dyer, of Upper Walthamstow 
Road – is accused of one attempt- 
ed murder.

Speaking previously, Detective 
Inspector Grant Stevens said: 
“Whilst news of  this kind is 
concerning, I would like to reassure 
the community that[…] there is 
nothing to suggest any wider risk 
to the public.”

A 15-year-old boy and a 36-year-
old woman were previously 
arrested on suspicion of conspiracy 
to murder and have been released 
on bail.

The police cordon outside The Duke pub 
Credit Penny Dampier

‘Mini-Holland’ restrictions in Francis Road, Leyton Credit Waltham Forest Council
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sparkle walk
FRIDAY 19 May 2023

Sponsored by

10k evening walk in Woodford, 6.00pm start. 
Help raise funds for seriously ill children.

havenhouse.org.uk/sparklewalk2023
BOOK NOW

Charity Number: 1044296

Advertisement

Mum told to move to 
Stoke wins legal fight

Thousands of future homes 
planned for flood-risk zones

A

A

single mum threatened with evic-
tion by Waltham Forest Council 
after refusing to move to Stoke-
on-Trent has won her legal battle 

to stay closer to London.
Mother-of-three Nadia Zaman – a life-

long borough resident – was told she had 
made her family “voluntarily homeless” 
and must therefore leave her temporary 
accommodation in July 2021.

At the time, hers was one of hundreds of 
struggling households the council had tried to 
move out of London, arguing this was the only 
way to offer them an affordable place to live.

However, in a judgement released on 24th 
March, the Court of Appeal granted Nadia’s 
appeal against her eviction, stating the coun-
cil had failed to prove it was impossible to 
find her somewhere closer to the borough.

In a statement on their website, Doughty 
Street Chambers, who supported Nadia’s 
appeal, wrote that the ruling is “important for 
the rights of low-income homeless families”.

They added: “Councils cannot simply 
assume that affordable accommodation is 
not available locally and place families many 
miles away. Families should only find them-
selves having to move far away if their coun-
cil can demonstrate objectively that, despite 
its best efforts, nothing closer is available.”

Nadia’s offer of a home in Stoke-on-Trent 
was arranged by a company called Reloc8 UK, 
“relocation experts” who arrange tenancies in 
cheaper parts of the UK for councils strug-
gling to find long-term housing for residents 
in temporary accommodation.

Waltham Forest Council started working 
with Reloc8UK on 1st June 2019 and continues 
to use the company to this day.

In the almost four years since, it has offered 
Reloc8 homes to 316 households in temporary 
accomodation, of which 130 agreed to move 
and the remaining 186 refused.

A total of 218 of these offers were for 
a home in Stoke-on-Trent specifically.  

round 11,000 future homes 
Waltham Forest Council wants 
to see built around the borough 
are on sites that overlap with 

“medium or high-risk flood zones”.
Last month, the latest draft of the coun-

cil’s Local Plan, a document that sets out 
where it expects to see new homes built by 
2035, was subjected to a public inquiry by 
the government’s Planning Inspectorate, 
as it considered whether to give the final 
stamp of approval.

The Inspectorate had previously raised 
“significant concerns” about whether the 
council’s goal of 27,000 new homes was 
“justified and deliverable”. A particular 
concern was that half the sites earmarked 
for large developments are in areas of 
medium or high flood risk.

The borough has been hit by flooding 
for the last two summers in a row. In July 
2021, floodwater caused a power outage at 
Whipps Cross Hospital and, in August last 
year, Highams Park reportedly experienced 
the worst flash flood in 60 years.

However, at the Local Plan hearings last 
month, the council insisted it needs to go 
“as far as possible” to meet the borough’s 
housing needs by building on flood zones 
but argued it would do so in a “managed and 
mitigated” way. It had previously rejected sug-
gestions it set a lower target of 20,000 homes.

Homes that would “to some degree  

by Victoria Munro & Josh Mellor,   
Local Democracy Reporter

by Josh Mellor,  Local Democracy Reporter

In the last year and a half, the council has 
also offered Reloc8 homes in Telford, Scun-
thorpe, Walsall, Derby, Nottingham, Bir-
mingham and Leicester.

When contacted for comment about 
Nadia’s court victory, the council’s cabinet 
member for housing Ahsan Khan said the 
council accepts the findings and will “look 
again” at her housing.

He said: “We have continued to house 
[Nadia’s] family in Waltham Forest during 
the last 20 months.

“It is a national scandal that families like 
this cannot afford to live in London. With 
rents outstripping rises in benefits, councils 
have no option but to offer homes outside 
the capital.

“We are doing all we can to support fam-
ilies by building 1,000 new council homes 
over the next four years and we have also 
commissioned an independent Housing 
Commission, chaired by industry experts, 
to see what more can be done to improve 
the chronic shortage of affordable housing.”

Before Labour’s local election win last May, 
leader Grace Williams promised the council 
would spend £2million on a programme to 
support families struggling with housing 
costs. However, last month, Cllr Khan con-
firmed that the programme has not started 
and is only in the “recruitment stage”.

Regarding the council’s continued use of 
Reloc8 UK, he added: “We work with a 
number of accommodation providers to find 
suitable properties outside of London and 
the surrounding areas, as well as providing 
residents with a range of support services 
in their new location.

“We only offer accommodation in these dif-
ferent locations when the household assessed is 
suitable for such a move. We make every effort 
possible to ensure all offers meet the needs of 
the household and applicants have the right 
to request a formal review of its suitability.

“Households have many and varied rea-
sons for declining offers of accommodation 
and these are often highly personal.”

overlap” with medium or high-risk zones 
include thousands proposed along the Lea 
Valley: at Bywaters Leyton, Leyton Mills 
Retail Park, New Spitalfields Market and 
Blackhorse Lane.

The draft plan has indicated a further ten 
sites, also bordering the Lea Valley, without 
estimates of how many houses could be 
built there.

However, the council insisted it is taking 
a “robust and strategic-level approach” by 
ensuring homes are concentrated on the “low-
est risk” parts of each site and using funds 
raised from the developments to install mit-
igation measures, such as floodwater storage 
and sustainable urban drainage systems.

Asked to comment, the council’s cabi-
net member for housing Ahsan Khan said: 
“Waltham Forest’s housing target is based 
on the needs of residents. We’ve worked hard 
on the Local Plan to address all those needs.

“Development is the solution to the flood 
risks that these areas currently face. These 
are sites with no existing flood mitigation 
and high levels of surface water runoff. 
Developments give us the opportunity to 
change this with sustainable urban drainage 
and more flood storage, reducing surface 
water runoff by 95%.”

He added that the council’s plan has the 
“full support” of the Environment Agency.

The Local Plan examination ended on 
10th March and a decision from the Planning 
Inspectorate is expected at a future date.

Nadia Zamin Credit Penny Dampier
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Patients of ‘inadequate’ GP surgeries speak out

P atients of three “inadequate” GP 
practices in Leyton have com-
plained that their reception staff 
are “unqualified gatekeepers” 

whose “goal is to offer the minimum pos-
sible care”.

A local healthcare watchdog has analysed 
patient feedback after a third surgery in 
the south of Waltham Forest received the 
lowest rating from government healthcare 
inspectors last month.

The Ecclesbourne Practice, Francis Road 
Medical Centre and Crawley Road Medical 
Centre are all in danger of being shut down 
by the Care Quality Commission following 
damning inspections in the last year.

After looking into the source of the prob-
lems, a report by Healthwatch Waltham 
Forest has warned that a lack of face-to-
face appointments is undermining patient 
trust in their local practices.

They said: “[Patients] are more likely 
to perceive reception staff as rude and the 
relation with them as adversarial; they may 
be seen as unqualified gatekeepers whose 
goal is to offer the minimum possible care.

“If they are offered remote consultations 
(for example, a call back from a doctor on 
the phone or an online consultation) they are 
likely to see this as being of lesser quality.”

One anonymous patient at Crawley Road 
Medical Centre – which has been given a final 
warning to improve – said they get a “sick 
feeling” about having to deal with reception 
staff, “who they described as “patronising”.”

Another told Healthwatch they would 
“most likely” get a telephone appointment 
with a ten-minute time limit, which doctors 
will “enforce”.

Patients of Francis Road Medical Centre 
told the health watchdog they did not trust 
diagnoses they received during a telephone 

appointment and did not feel “involved” in 
their own care.

The surgery’s patients also raised con-
cerns about the speed that prescriptions 
were dealt with, with one suggesting the 
practice’s service deteriorated after a new 
manager took over.

One told Healthwatch: “Reception 
never passes messages to GPs, and it’s very 
exhausting to try and get anything resolved 

as there’s never appointments.”
At each practice, Healthwatch Waltham 

Forest found that two-thirds of patients 
spoke negatively about the service offered.

Speaking at a council meeting on 15th 
March, the local watchdog’s chief executive 
Dianne Barham suggested the pressure 
on GP practices is causing some staff to 
“show outbursts”.

Her report on patient feedback found 

that if patients are unable to get a same-day 
appointment, they are given “no appoint-
ment at all”.

The report added: “Instead, they are 
advised to access urgent care which may 
not fully meet their needs or keep trying 
with no guarantee of an appointment.”

Phone lines can become “even more over-
stretched” if online appointment booking 
or e-consult does not work.

Lorna Hutchinson, assistant head of pri-
mary care at NHS North East London, said 
her team is “streamlining intervention” to 
support practices that fail inspections. She 
added that NHS North East London is also 
able to monitor the “contractual levels” of 
service practices are delivering.

Despite widely voiced concerns about a 
shift towards phone appointments, NHS 
North East London, which commissions 
GP services, insists that appointments are 
provided according to “patients’ preference 
and clinical need”.

Responding to the Local Democracy 
Reporting Service in November last year, a 
spokesperson for the NHS body said approxi-
mately 65% of appointments are face-to-face.

They added: “The role of the receptionist 
is not a clinical role; however, they will try 
to get the patient to see the most appro-
priate healthcare professional within the 
multi-disciplinary team in the practice.

“There isn’t a universal approach to the 
role of receptionist, as it will depend on 
each individual practice.

“Practices are focusing upon the multi-dis-
ciplinary role of their team but if patients 
are unhappy with the response they receive 
from the receptionist they can complain to 
the practice manager in the first instance.”

However, due to the way surgeries are 
contracted to provide health services, the 
NHS does not have an “explicit role” over-
seeing receptionists’ roles.

by Josh Mellor,  
Local Democracy Reporter

“It’s very exhausting to try and  
get anything resolved as there is  

never appointments”

THE OLD STATION YARD CAFE

Tel 07757 742305
Email oldstationyardcafe@gmail.com

Address 186 Wood St, 
Walthamstow E17 3NA

Website oldstationyardcafe.co.uk

Book your child’s 
birthday party with us.
Afternoon tea, baking 

cookies & we can make 
your birthday cake too!

STREET 
ART  

TOURS
Join us on a street  

art stroll and 
discover some of 
Walthamstow’s  
amazing murals

Book your place on  
Eventbrite via

tours.woodstreetwalls.co.uk  
or email us 

tours@woodstreetwalls.co.uk

 
 
LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Shahid Chaudhry 
T/A Spar has applied to the London 
Borough of Waltham Forest for the grant of 
a Premises Licence at 69 Fulbourne Road 
Walthamstow E17 4EZ . The nature of the 
application is as follows: 

• To permit the sale of alcohol off the 
premises – Monday to Sunday from 
8.00am– 11.00pm.

The Licensing register listing full details of the 
application is kept by the Licensing Section, 
Town Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest Road, 
Walthamstow, London E17 4JF. The application 
may be viewed Monday to Friday between the 
hours of 9am – 5pm (except Bank Holidays). 

Any person wishing to make a representation 
in respect of the above activities may do so in 
writing to the Licensing Section, London Borough 
of Waltham Forest, Town Hall, Fellowship Square, 
Forest Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF

Representations must be received no later than 
19/04/2023 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a 
false statement in connection with this application. 
A person is liable to an unlimited fine on conviction 
should such a false statement be made.

Application for the Grant 
of a Premises Licence

 
 
LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Indulge Dining 
Limited has applied to the London Borough 
of Waltham Forest for the grant of a Premises 
Licence at Indulge Dining Limited, Unit 30, 
Leyton Business Centre, E10 7BT. The nature 
of the application is as follows:

• To permit the sale of alcohol (online only) 
00:00–23:59

The Licensing register listing full details of the 
application is kept by the Licensing Section, 
Town Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest Road, 
Walthamstow, London E17 4JF.  The application 
may be viewed Monday to Friday between the 
hours of 9am – 5pm (except Bank Holidays). 

Any person wishing to make a representation 
in respect of the above activities may do so in 
writing to the Licensing Section, London Borough 
of Waltham Forest, Town Hall, Fellowship Square, 
Forest Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF

Representations must be received no later than  
Monday 17th April 2023. 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in connection with this 
application. A person is liable to an unlimited 
fine on conviction should such a false statement 
be made.

Application for the Grant 
of a Premises Licence

 
 
LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Yan & Alexa Voyage 
Limited has applied to the London Borough of 
Waltham Forest for the grant of a Premises Licence 
at 213 Forest Road, Walthamstow E17 6HE. 

• Supply of alcohol consumed off the 
premises, hours premises is open to the 
public: 07:00–22:00 daily

The Licensing register listing full details of the 
application is kept by the Licensing Service, Town 
Hall, Fellowship Square, Forest Road, London 
E17 4JF. The application may be viewed Monday 
to Friday between the hours of 9am–5pm (except 
Bank Holidays).

Any person wishing to make a representation 
in respect of the above activities may do so 
in writing to the Licensing Service, Town Hall, 
Fellowship Square, Forest Road, London E17 4JF 
or by email: licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk

Representations must be received no later than 
5th April 2023.

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in connection with this 
application. A person is liable to an unlimited 
fine on conviction should such a false statement 
be made.

Application for the Grant 
of a Premises Licence

Advertisement
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OPEN 1.00 - 7.45pm123 128 145

179 296 364

366 396 462

679

www.parnhamfunfairs.co.ukwww.parnhamfunfairs.co.uk
HOTLINE 07956 245531

VALENTINES PARKVALENTINES PARK

SAT 25th MARCH to Sun 2nd JULYSAT 25th MARCH to Sun 2nd JULY

MELBOURNE ROAD ENTRANCE · IG1 4SD

Nearest Stations - ILFORD and GANTS HILL

SESSION TIMES: 1.00-4.30pm
and 4.00-7.45pm

Fa m i ly  Wr i st b a n d  Fa i r
KIDS WORLDKIDS WORLD

THIS EVENT IS TOKEN OPERATED

facebook.com/johnnys children’s fairs

INSTAGRAM
@PARNHAMFUNFAIRS

BIGGER &
BETTER VALUE!

*PAY ONLY
£11.99
PER PERSON PER SESSION AND GET

UNLIMITED
FREE RIDES!
OAP’S & Under 1m FREE ENTRY. SESSION TIMES APPLY. 

* GAMES AND ACTIVITIES NOT INCLUDED IN WRISTBAND

OPEN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS AND BANK HOLIDAYS!

new ridesnew rides
for 2023!for 2023!

Come andCome and
 Celebrate EID’S Celebrate EID’S
in APRIL andin APRIL and

MAY!MAY!

www.kidsworldilford.co.ukwww.kidsworldilford.co.uk

“The works 
are essential to 
ensure a long-
term future”

Historic mansion 
to reopen as 

coworking space

Made in Leyton

A

A

fter 15 years of being closed to the 
general public, a Grade 2-listed 
mansion is set to reopen as office 
spaces for creative businesses.

Chestnuts House in Hoe Street, owned 
by Waltham Forest Council, was built in 
the late 18th Century and is “regarded as 
one of the best-surviving and least-altered 
examples of Georgian domestic architec-
ture” in the borough.

The building, currently on Historic 
England’s ‘Heritage at Risk’ register, has 
been occupied by property guardians since 
2008 and costs the council around £15,000 
a year just to maintain its “relatively poor 
state of repair”.

Because its listed status forbids any dra-
matic changes to the building, a number of 
previous ideas for how to use it, including 
turning it into flats or a “boutique hotel”, 
have proven impossible.

However, a recent cash injection from the 
government means the council can afford to 
refurbish the building enough to rent it out, 
with creative workspace company Eat Work 
Art having been shortlisted to 
take over the lease.

A report prepared for coun-
cil leaders reads: “The build-
ing comprises several smaller 
scale rooms, which cannot be 
‘opened up’ due its historic sig-
nificance. This makes it suitable 
for a creative workspace, where 
the space can easily be subdivided.

“The proposed refurbishment works are 
essential to ensure a long-term future for this 
important heritage building and reduce the 

new exhibition of six paintings 
“made in Leyton” is now showing 
in the local High Road.

Made in Leyton by Leyton-
stone artist Mary Knight is showing at 
Elms Window Gallery, run by mental health 
charity ELMS, until 11th April.

Both the original paintings and prints of 
each are available for sale, with 40% of the 
price going to the charity.

Mary said: “I wanted to represent Leyton 

council’s ongoing maintenance liabilities.
“The proposed use will provide creative 

workspace, which will support the local econ-
omy, and result in wider community benefits 
as part of Walthamstow’s Cultural Quarter.”

Refurbishing the building will cost an esti-
mated £1.8million, the majority 
of which will be paid for using 
the £17m grant awarded to 
Walthamstow “cultural quar-
ter” from the government’s 
Levelling Up Fund.

While it is unclear to what extent 
the reopened building will encour-
age visitors who are not renting a 

workspace, the council insists it will become one 
of three new “cultural hubs” in Walthamstow, 
alongside a revamped Vestry House Museum 
and a new venue in Hatherley Mews.

and chose to work from studies taken in 
Coronation Gardens for four of my paint-
ings. In the end, I covered the four seasons 
of the year showing its changes from early 
August to March.

“I also painted a local fox having a snooze 
in Grove House near the Lion & Key Hotel. 
We all know our urban foxes and in some 
places they are almost pets!”

Find out more here: elmswindowgallery.
co.uk

Chestnuts House
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COMMENT

‘Don’t accept private solutions  
to public problems’

Rebekah Hesse-Clark, from London Renters Union, on  
Waltham Forest’s new “homesharing” scheme

Is it foolish to dream of a home of one’s 
own? As a renter in Waltham Forest, it 
is increasingly beginning to feel that way.

The local housing crisis is now so 
bleak that Waltham Forest Council is 
working with non-profit Two Generations 
to promote a concerning “homesharing” 
scheme [p4]. This scheme places untrained 
“homesharers”, looking for an affordable 
place to live, in the homes of older or disabled 
“householders”, for whom they do an aver-
age of 40 hours of household tasks a month.

In co-founder Natasha Langleben’s words, the 
scheme aims to solve the problems of “loneliness 
and unaffordable rent prices”. In my view, it 
will solve neither, instead letting the system that 
should be supporting both groups off the hook 
by shifting responsibility onto the individual.

Undeniably, many people in the borough are 
in desperate need of cheap housing. As the coun-
cil’s own website states, the number of people 
desperate for social housing “far exceeds the 
amount of housing available”, meaning “most 
people will never be offered” a home. At the 
same time, the average monthly rent for a two-
bed home in the borough is £1,350, a sum far 
out of many working people’s reach.

On the flip side, while Two Generations does 
not intend homesharers’ support to replace 
personal care offered by qualified health work-
ers, it is undeniable that vulnerable people are 
increasingly falling through the cracks due to 
the aggressive underfunding of the services 
meant to support them. Staffing shortages 
mean home visits from care workers are, by 
necessity, fleeting and limited only to the tasks 
necessary for someone to survive, not thrive.

Two Generations’ scheme looks at these 
problems and attempts to apply the sticking 
plaster of kindness from strangers. Their 
solution operates overwhelmingly on faith, 
since homesharers have no rental agree-
ment, robbing them of the few legal protec-
tions afforded to normal renters. It is thus  

unsurprising they are so firm about not offer-
ing “personal care”; doing so would make 
them a care agency and require them to be 
inspected by the Care Quality Commission.

Such a solution is not innovation. Relatives, 
neighbours and friends have always offered 
each other informal care and support, with no 
money changing hands. It’s therefore strange 
to see a company, even a non-profit one, seek 
to turn such solidarity and friendship into a 
business model. In many ways, the scheme 
seems to be the worst of both worlds, avoiding 
the scrutiny of a formal care provider while 
still charging a fee.

Through my involvement in the London 
Renters’ Union, I have seen thousands of peo-
ple who feel let down by their local councils 
and to see Waltham Forest Council promote 
this scheme is yet another major disappoint-
ment. What we really need is a fully resourced 
NHS and for councils to provide sufficient 
support for our ageing population. What we 
need is rent controls and radical change to the 
housing system. Instead, stop-gap solutions 
like this scheme serve to normalise a world 
in which the structures put in place to protect 
people cannot be relied upon.

Credit Two Generations CIC

AS A MEMBER OF THE CHINGFORD 
Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society, I 
was upset by a recent article published on 
your website, which implied Mornington 
Hall received council ward funding to 
which it was not entitled.

Since taking over the hall’s lease in 2004, 
CADOS has paid the council rent and 
rates every year, currently totalling more 
than £26,000. Volunteers also fundraised 
£28,000 in the last three years to invest 
into the building.

Endelbury and Chingford Green wards 
sometimes work together to carry out 
essential repairs, as the majority of 
users are from the two wards and this is 
the nearest community space available 
to both. I would like to also state that 
CADOS has no connection to any 
particular councillors.

A small number of volunteers give their 
time free to keep Mornington Hall going 
but it is in a crisis situation this year, with 
several essential repairs cropping up at the 
same time. The wonderful wooden floor 
needs repairing, bricks in the front path 
are lifting up, roots are growing through 
the sewage pipes and part of the wooden 
external structure is rotting. CADOS will 
be launching a fundraiser this month and 
would like to invite donations to help us.

Frances Chalkwright | Chingford resident

Dear WFE

LETTERS

Advertisement
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YOU
HAVE
IT IN 
YOU

Enfield Construction 
Skills Academy

Get into the construction industry!

FIND OUT MORE 
capitalccg.ac.uk/skills-academies/enfield
020 8442 3055 | courseinfo@conel.ac.uk

• Electrical Installation • Bricklaying
• Decorating • Plumbing
• Painting • Carpentry

In partnership with:

CONEL_Enfield Construction Skills Academy_265mmWx152mmH_Oct-Nov-2022.indd   1 08/03/2023   09:13
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WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S  
REALLY HAPPENING IN

READ WALTHAM FOREST MATTERS

‘...Asbestos in the Town Hall; crime; councillors; democratic 
participation; faith groups; fire safety in tower blocks etc.; affordable 
housing; Labour politics; council spend; low traffic neighbourhoods; the 

Mall; local MPs; policing; Prevent; regeneration; waste of public money...’

WALTHAM FOREST?

www.walthamforestmatters.org.uk
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AROUND THE BOROUGH

hingford and Highams 
Park  wi l l  rece ive 
£8million to improve 
their town centres 

and parks after the government 
changed its mind about a rejected 
funding bid.

In January, Waltham Forest 
Council’s bid for £8.4m from the 
government’s Levelling Up Fund 
– largely for “child friendly” 
changes in Chingford and a new 
“social heart” at Highams Park 
Station – was rejected.

A total of 111 public infrastruc-
ture projects around the country 
won money from the £2.1billion 
national fund, including a £17m 
cash injection for Walthamstow’s 
emerging “cultural quarter” and 

altham Forest Coun- 
c i l  d e n i e s  i t  i s 
secretly plotting to 

resurrect a plan to turn a com-
munity centre into flats.

Two years ago, the Save Our 
Pastures campaign prevented 
the Pastures Centre in Davies 
Lane, a youth centre and sports 
hall, from being redeveloped.

Council-owned developer 
Sixty Bricks had submitted and 
then withdrew plans to rede-
velop both Pastures and the 
neighbouring Good Shepherd 
Building, currently being rented 
out as an artists’ “coworking 
and community space” on a 
five-year lease.

However, the recent erection of 
a six-foot high fence separating 
Pastures and the Good Shepherd 
Building has sparked fears that 
the council is planning to try 

recently opened business 
has reportedly irritated 
its neighbours so much 

they “have thrown fruit and 
other items” to “stop the noise”.

Artist’s Lounge, a restaurant 
in Wood Street, opened last 
December and recently applied 
to Waltham Forest Council for 
an alcohol licence, which was 
refused on 6th March.

Owner Ervin Mulaj hoped 
to be granted permission to 
sell alcohol until half  past 
midnight on Fridays and 
Saturdays and until 10.30pm 
all other nights of the week.

Ahead of  the meeting to 
discuss the application, residents 
and ward councillors urged the 
committee to refuse, claiming 
the venue has shown “complete 

disused school build-
ing in Leyton is set to 
become a new support 

service for hundreds of local 
young people who grew up in 
foster care.

Waltham Forest Council 
acts as the “corporate parent” 
for almost 400 young people, 
aged 18 to 25, who have aged 
out of foster care, and cur-
rently supports them out of 
the former caretaker’s flat in 
Leyton Cricket Pavilion.

A report prepared for 
council leaders notes that 
this cramped space “does 
not allow delivery of consis-
tently good provision”, add-
ing that the building is also 
due to be refurbished in the 
coming years.

As a replacement, the 
council hopes to build a new 
“leaving care hub” in Farmer 
Road, on the site of what was 

C

W A

A
Government U-turns on 

rejected funding bid

Council denies plot to turn 
community centre into flats

‘Noisy’ restaurant pelted 
with fruit by neighbours

New hub planned for 
former foster children

CHINGFORD & HIGHAMS PARK

LEYTONSTONE

WALTHAMSTOW

LEYTON

£14m to upgrade Leyton Station.
However, during last month’s 

budget announcement, Chan-
cellor Jeremy Hunt revealed 
that a number of “shortlisted” 
but unsuccessful bids, includ-
ing the works in the north 
of  the borough, will now be 
funded after all.

In a statement, council leader 
Grace Williams said she was 
“delighted” to have won the fund-
ing, adding: “We are as ambitious 
for residents in Chingford as the 
rest of the borough and we have 
used every tool at our disposal to 
secure investment.

“Our officers deserve a special 
thanks for their hard work on 
this project and persistence in 

disregard” for neighbours.
Orla Parris, of Wyatts Lane, 

said she and others living near 
the business “have had to 
endure noise all day and night” 
since it opened.

In her submission to the 
council’s licensing committee, 
she wrote: “The noise consists 
of  men shouting, fighting, 
banging and loud music. [It] 
carries on until after midnight 
nearly every night and[...] till 
6am at times.

“We can hear their noise 
with all our windows closed 
and the bass from their music 
reverberates in my property, a 
constant beat.

“Residents who live in the 
flats above have thrown fruit 
and other items on the roof 
[of their garden area] to try 
and stop the noise. This is 
the kind of frustration their 
noise has caused.”

Artist’s Lounge was con-
tacted to respond to residents’ 
complaints ahead of  the 
licensing committee meeting 
but declined to comment.

once part of George Mitchell 
School, currently occupied by 
property guardians.

Construction of  the new 
hub – as well as a handful of 
flats to be rented to care leav-
ers – would be partly funded 
by building four to nine homes 
for private sale.

While the former design 
and technology building has 
not been used by the school 
since 2018, when it became 
an academy and relocated 
across the road, the council 
will be unable to move for-
ward without special per-
mission from the Secretary 
of State for Education.

If  all goes well, the coun-
cil expects to spend around 
£2.5million redeveloping the 
site, which currently costs 
it around £7,000 in upkeep 
annually, and hopes to see the 
new hub open in 2024.

securing this money for our res-
idents. I’d also like to thank Sir 
Iain Duncan Smith for his letter 
of support for our bid.”

A presentation obtained by 
the Local Democracy Reporting 
Service sets out plans to spend 
£3.9m in Chingford Mount on 
two “child-friendly” structures 
in Albert Crescent, improved 
crossings at the junction, new 
trees, seating areas, lighting and 
granite kerbs.

While plans for Chingford 
Mount town centre previously 
appeared to hinge around the 
pedestrianisation of Albert Cres-
cent, the powerpoint states this is 
no longer the case.

The presentation also outlines 
a £1.15m project to “repurpose” 
Highams Park Station car park 
to create a “social heart” for the 
town centre, installing four ship-
ping containers for use as “com-
munity space”.

Improvements planned for 
Memorial Park, Chase Lane 
Park and Rolls Sports ground 
include a refurbished pavilion, 
a new skate park and covered 
tennis courts.

Plans for Albert Crescent Credit WF Council

again once the lease runs out.
At a council planning com-

mittee meeting last month, 
which discussed an application 
to install a gate in the new fence, 
the area’s ward councillor said 
there was a “complete lack of 
transparency in relation to what 
the council is really trying to do”.

Marie Pye wrote: “We are told 
that the site must be divided to 
protect the users of  Pastures 
from the users of  the Good 
Shepherd Building because 
Pastures is used by children and 
some vulnerable groups.

“The users of the Good Shep-
herd Building are no more of a 
risk to the younger and vulner-
able users of Pastures than the 
adult users of Pastures. All this 
fence will do is divide a commu-
nity and the users of both facil-
ities do not want to be divided 

from each other.
“As a local authority, we 

need to be working with the 
local community, not imposing 
things that they do not want. 
This is not how we do things in 
Waltham Forest, we work with 
the community, we engage.”

Asked to comment on con-
cerns about the future of  the 
site, the council’s cabinet mem-
ber for housing Ahsan Khan 
insisted there were no plans to 
redevelop.

He told the Echo: “The fenc-
ing that’s been installed is to 
separate the spaces, which was 
agreed with the main daytime 
user of the Pastures Centre, and 
is primarily in place for safe-
guarding purposes. The Pas-
tures Centre remains a council 
building, which is available to 
use and hire.”

The partly enclosed garden area of 
Artist’s Lounge Credit WF Council
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No business like Stow business

It seems the only thing that can stop 
Walthamstow FC’s progress at the 
moment is the inclement weather. 
In December, the Stow were firmly 

in the bottom half  of  the table but, in 
the 13 matches since then, they have only 
lost once. This means they are currently 
fifth on the leader board in the Southern 
League (Central Division) and thus guar-
anteed a chance at promotion if  they can 
maintain this position.

No one is happier about this turn 
around than the club’s chairman Andy 
Perkins. He told me: “It feels good to 
go to a match, confident that we can 
win every game we play. I have every 
confidence that we can make the play-
offs and, once in that situation, well... 
this team knows how to win!”

According to centre midfielder Kieran 
Turner, who joined this season, “a lot of 
credit” for this transformation “needs to 
go” to the new manager, Nicky Ironton. 
Kieran said: “He’s put together an incred-
ible group, where the boys are really 
close and have become good friends. It’s 
been a long time since I have enjoyed my 

Credit Andrzej Perkinsby David O’Driscoll
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OPEN DAY
Join us for our Open Day where we will be  
offering a series of enjoyable taster 
sessions for you to try for free. 

Already a member? Bring your friends 
and family along and introduce them 
to the benefits of an active and 
healthier lifestyle. 

Scan the QR code to find 
out more and how to 
register for the event. 

BETTER GYM WALTHAMSTOW STADIUM

football this much.”
However, it’s not just the camaraderie 

of  his teammates that has Kieran “abso-
lutely loving” his time at The Stow. He 
added: “The support from fans is abso-
lutely amazing and one of  the best I’ve 

experienced. We’re hoping for some big 
crowds in our remaining games to get us 
over the line.”

Luckily for him, more and more 
people are beginning to see the appeal 
of  supporting non-league teams like 

Walthamstow FC. Tickets are signifi-
cantly cheaper, matches have a friendly 
atmosphere and the standard of  play is 
still good; currently very good with our 
team in particular. At Walthamstow FC 
matches, you can also enjoy beer from the 
excellent local brewery Exhale and rub 
shoulders with a dedicated fan club, The 
Rabble, who always come armed with a 
range of  interesting banners and imagi-
native songs.

Rabble member Benjamin James told 
me: “We didn’t start this season too well 
but the second half  has been fantastic. 
The play-offs felt a million miles away 
back in September but it’s all in our 
hands now.

“Nicky Ironton has built a team of 
experienced players and exciting new tal-
ent, that’s translated into some excellent 
footballing performances and a team who 
don’t back down from a scrap.”

Now is the time, with games com-
ing thick and fast, for football fans to 
get behind their local team, sample the 
unique atmosphere and, most of all, help 
Walthamstow FC in the end-of-season 
scramble to cement their play-off  spot. I 
hope to see you down at Wadham Lodge!
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· We have NO shareholders

· We have NO wealthy backers

· We are run by a small but dedicated team as part 
of a not-for-profit community interest company

· We hold authority to account, expose scandals, 
highlight inequality, promote good causes, and 

provide a platform for local people

· Every penny of income from the Echo helps us 
deliver more journalism in Waltham Forest

· The paper costs nearly £6,000 per month to  
produce and distribute, but monthly income is  

under £5,000 currently

· We currently have 282 supporters who contribute
around 23% of our income, but we need more!

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options depending on your ability 
to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. Local 

businesses and charities can also sign up and access discounts on advertising.


