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Who was ‘Brian Wallace’?

Investigators hope to finally crack an eight-year mystery

by Victoria Munro

olunteer investigators

are trying to solve the

almost eight-year-old

mystery of a man
killed in Walthamstow.

On 22nd January 2015, at
about 10.20pm, a man was
struck down by a driver on the
corner of Forest Road and Hoe
Street and tragically died.

The driver was given a sus-
pended sentence for their part
in the crash but, despite working
and living locally, the victim was
never identified.

Six months ago, charity Locate
International began investigat-
ing, uncovering new details
about his life, and hopes to
finally inform his family of his
tragic death.

Locate International founder
Dave Grimstead said: “We
appreciate that this incident took
place nearly eight years ago now
and that the man was known to
live a private and quiet life.

“[But] our teams work on long-
term missing and unidentified
person cases and regularly deal
with cases that have remained

unsolved for decades.
“Sometimes details that seem
insignificant to the public match
up with other information we’ve
already received. We’ve managed
to resolve cases much older than
this one using seemingly minor
pieces of information and hope
to do the same for this man.”
The dead man had no ID on
his person when he died and the
only numbers in his phone were
related to his work as a builder.
Police believe he lived in
Chingford Road under the name
“Brian Wallace”. He was a white

man aged between 50 and 70 and
around 5°7” tall.

So far, the Locate International
team have learned he frequented
the William The Fourth pub in
Leyton, had a Northern accent and
had family —and possibly estranged
children — in the Sheffield area.

Locate International volunteer
Freya Couzens told the Echo
Brian’s case is “fairly unique” as
the charity rarely has photos to
work with.

The team’s latest lead involves
looking into whether Brian had
links to the local fishing community

due to clues in these photos.

She added: “We are fairly con-
fident that this man spent the
last decade of his life at least
in Walthamstow.

“Whatever we can learn about
his behaviours, hobbies and
interests could connect us to
his past life, helping us find his
friends and family.”

If you think you ever met Brian,
please contact Locate by emailing
appeals@locate.international,
calling 0300 102 1011 or visiting
their website htips://locate.inter
national/brian-wallace-appeal/
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Suspected WWII bomb found at town hall

suspected WWIIbomb was
A unearthed at Waltham For-

est Town Hall last month,
forcing council staff to evacuate.

Forest Road was closed by
police at around 1.30pm on 1st
December and reopened approx-
imately three hours later.

The suspected bomb may have
been discovered due to construc-
tion work taking place around
the town hall to build 433 new
flats in five blocks.

In a statement after the build-
ings reopened, a council spokes-
person said: “Thank you for your

The police cordon in Forest Road

patience, and thanks also to the
emergency services for their work
this afternoon.”

During the initial Blitz, which
lasted from October 1940 to June
1941, more than 700 bombs were
dropped on Waltham Forest.

On 16th August 1944, a V1
“flying bomb” hit the corner of
Hoe Street and Church Hill, kill-
ing 22 people, injuring 144 and
destroying dozens of buildings.

The Grade II-listed town hall
building, which first opened in
1941, underwent a £25million
refurbishment last year.

Worker building incinerator dies on-site

ork building a contro-
versial new incinera-
tor near Chingford

was briefly suspended after a
worker’s death.

Police were called to the con-
struction site shortly after 3pm on
23rd November after Ioan Sabou,
a 50-year-old from Haringey, was
hit by a heavy goods vehicle.

The site in Edmonton is owned
by the North London Waste
Authority (NLWA), which han-
dles waste from seven North
London boroughs and is chaired
by Waltham Forest Council’s
deputy leader Clyde Loakes.

The NLWA confirmed the
death on 25th November and
announced they were suspending
construction while the police and

Health and Safety Executive
investigated at the scene.

On 30th November, the NLWA
announced work would resume
“following the completion of
site investigations”, although the
Metropolitan Police confirmed
the wider investigation is ongoing,.

A NLWA spokesperson said:
“Our heartfelt thoughts are with
the family, friends, and colleagues
of the deceased team member.
We are offering support to those
affected during this extremely
difficult time.

“Construction activities will
follow a controlled approach to
restarting, once a thorough review
of safety procedures for each
activity has been completed.

“The decision to reopen the

site follows extensive consider-
ation. The welfare and safety
of staff is paramount, therefore
the activities associated with the
incident are still under review
and will not commence until
Acciona are completely satisfied
that it is safe to do so.”

The current incinerator, built in
1969, is being replaced with a new,
expanded facility in a controver-
sial project opposed by environ-
mental campaigners.

The rebuild will cost an esti-
mated £960million and will allow
the new incinerator to burn up to
700,000 tonnes of rubbish a year.

The construction is being car-
ried out by Acciona, awarded the
contract in December, after all
other bidders dropped out.

Thousands of new bike parking
spaces being installed

ore than 3,000 new park-
ing spaces for bicycles —
costing £1.6million—are

coming to the borough soon.

Last month, Waltham Forest
Council announced it would install
more than 500 new bike hangars
around the borough to add to
almost 700 available currently.

Hangar spaces are available for
local residents to rent for £35 a
year per bike, which the council
claims is “amongst the lowest
[fee] in London”.

Between January and March
this year, the council will also
open new cycling “hubs” outside
stations, adding 160 spaces at
Blackhorse Road Station and 26
new spaces each outside Ching-
ford and Highams Park stations.

Deputy council leader Clyde

Loakes said: “This investment
will give over 3,000 more resi-
dents in our borough easy access
to their bike near to their home.
All the bike hangars are secure,
waterproof, convenient and safe
places to store your bike.

“Alongside our eleven cycle hubs
at key transport locations across
the borough and the 50km and
growing segregated cycle lanes—the
second highest in London — we’re
showing that Waltham Forest will
continue to be a leader on cyclingin
London and across the UK.

“Cycling and walking is good
for you physically and mentally,
and supporting and expanding
active travel transport infrastruc-
ture is a key part of our commit-
ment to building a greener and
cleaner borough.

“Apply for your spot in a bike
hangar today —and together let’s
reduce harmful emissions and
make our neighbourhoods safer
and less polluted places for every-
one to enjoy.”

A bike hangar Credit Waltham Forest-CounciI)

Band D
council tax
likely to
rise to over
£2,000

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

ouncil tax for band D
properties in Waltham
Forest will likely

rise above £2,000 in April as
the council works to close a
£14million budget gap.

Last year, chancellor Jer-
emy Hunt announced coun-
cils can now increase their
portion of the tax by up to
4.99% without a referen-
dum, whereas previously the
limit was 2.99%.

While the increase must
be approved by the full
council, corporate director
of financial services Ursula
Gamble told councillors the
announcement meant this
year’s predicted funding gap
had dropped to £10m.

Speaking to a budget scru-
tiny committee on 22nd
November, she said: “I think
that, eventually, the gap prob-
ably isn’t as horrific a picture
as it could have been.”

In Waltham Forest, an
increase of 5%would equal an
extra £77.22 per year to resi-
dents in band D homes, rais-
ing their total bill to £2017.16.

Council housing residents
may also face a rent hike of
up to 7% depending on the
council’s final budget decision
in February next year.

A 7% increase to a two-bed
council home in Waltham
Forest, currently costing
£438.56 a month, would rep-
resent an extra £30.68.

To close the £10m budget
gap, the council has already
drawn up plans to make £7m
in “savings”, although it has
not confirmed which services
would be affected.

According to a report
before the committee, the
council’s reserves of £114m
are the 19th lowest of Lon-
don’s 32 boroughs.

A “stress test” carried out
by local government asso-
ciation London Councils
suggests that boroughs in
the capital are likely to face
annual funding gaps of £10-
£50m for the next two years.
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Over half a century fighting for

ate

by Victoria Munro

n 1965, Margaret Wilks, then 27 and
a new mother, was among the first to
move into the recently completed second
tower of Leyton’s Beaumont Estate.

Almost 60 years later and at the age of
85, she has seen her home undergo many
changes, including the rise of the infamous
Beaumont Crew gang, also known as LGR
or Let’s Get Rich.

Margaret remembers tension bubbling in the
early 1990s and erupting dramatically in 2002,
when conflict between the Beaumont Crew
and a nearby gang claimed a number of lives.

In response, Margaret and her husband
Brian, who died last year, helped organise
four events bringing hundreds of young
people together in the hopes of easing
the conflict.

Speaking to the Echo, Margaret recalled:
“When we first moved into the estate, it was
still a massive building site. It was a very
close community then, a lot of the people
that moved in were people I had gone to
school with.

“Brain and I joined the residents’ associa-
tion in 1972 when it had just started up. The
estate had become a bit unruly and there
were other people moving in that we didn’t
know so we wanted to see if we could get
something going to include them.

“It did seem to work for quite a few years,
we organised a lot of things for the children.
During the summer, we’d get four or five
coaches and take them all to Southend. It was
small things but it brought people together.

“The council were quite good with us and
did help us out with quite a bit of money at
the time, unfortunately there’s not enough
money around to do that now.”

By the time the estate was transferred
from Waltham Forest Council to housing
association L& Q in 2002, things had been
“a bit hectic” for almost a decade.

Margaret said: “I’d say it was around
1993 when it started to get a bit iffy with the
gangs. There was a lot of tension between
Leyton and Hackney, although it was not
as violent as it is now.

“You would suddenly realise when you
were walking around the estate that young
people were not going around in ones or
twos but groups of six or eight.

“You had the Beaumont gang and then
one in the Oliver Close estate, which was
run by a different housing association. It
was all to do with this idea of staying out
of each other’s ‘patch’.”

Her recollection is supported by the find-
ings of a 2007 report entitled Reluctant
Gangsters: Youth Gangs in Waltham Forest,
written by Professor John Pitts from the

Leyton’s biggest est
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Margaret Wilks in her flat on the estate Credit Tamsin Cogan

University of Bedfordshire.

Professor Pitts interviewed a number of
anonymous informants from the borough
and found that, by the late 1990s, four
families “dominated organised crime in
Waltham Forest”, including four brothers
who lived on the estate.

The brothers “having previously spe-
cialised in armed robbery” moved into the
“highly lucrative” drugs trade. By 2001, the
Beaumont Crew was “the major supplier
of narcotics” in Waltham Forest.

Professor Pitts wrote: “In 2002, a core
member of the Beaumont gang was robbed
by someone from the Oliver Close gang
(OC), who was, in turn, ‘bottled’ by the
brother of the victim. It is likely that the
original robbery was related to a dispute
over a drugs deal.

“In the ensuing conflict, the Oliver Close
gang affiliated with Chingford Hall and

later the ‘Boundary Boys’ and the Cathall
gang, all of whom had ‘beefs’, smoulder-
ing resentments, with the Beaumont gang
about, amongst other things, the way they
had muscled in on the drugs business a few
years earlier.”

While admitting she remembers the ensu-
ing spree of violence “only vaguely”, Mar-
garet and Brian were quick to act, getting
involved with the council’s “Defending the
Hood” events.

She said: “We brought 400 youngsters to
Walthamstow Assembly Hall and laid on
a dinner for them to see whether we could
break up the gangs a bit.

“The first time we did it, we laid all the
tables out and, when it was over, all the
knives and forks were gone. We made sure
we used plastic ones the next time.

“I think it did help gradually bring them
together for a little while but eventually

those who were involved grew up, married
and moved away.”

In a bid to get the estate’s young people off
the streets, Margaret also helped launch a
number of activities in the community centre
on the estate, known as the Seddon Centre.

With Brian, she also assisted in police
sweeps for weapons, argued for the instal-
lation of CCTV cameras and successfully
campaigned for three dilapidated 20-storey
towers to be knocked down and replaced
with houses and smaller blocks.

Fellow estate resident Cyril Smith, who
lived near Margaret and Brian for more
than 50 years, said: “Between them, they
were always organising things for us.
Their door was known for being open to
neighbours in need[...] nothing was too
much trouble for them.

“Brian and Margaret had a clear sense
of right and wrong and a lovely way of
keeping people united — no matter their
tenure, politics or background. To be able
to factor in everyone’s needs and come up
with a practical and fair solution for all
takes great patience and understanding,

“As a husband-and-wife team, we knew
them for putting others first, sometimes at
the expense of their own needs. And even
if this meant their own home was last on
their list of concerns.”

Since her husband’s death, Margaret has
so far resisted attempts by her granddaugh-
ter to persuade her to leave the estate she
has called home for so many years.

She said: “She always asks why I don’t
move in with her in Suffolk; it’s very nice out
there but ’'m a Londoner. I do like London
still, although I wish it hadn’t altered as
much as it has. Leyton is not the area I grew
up in, it has become quite dowdy.

“The estate has changed a lot, people
are more nervous|...] it’s just not the same
atmosphere around here. There’s people
living here now where, no matter how much
you try, they just don’t want to know. If you
say ‘good morning’, they won’t answer you
and that took some getting used to.

“People used to take pride in where they live
but now they don’t bother because they feel
nobody else does. It could be a nice area to live
in but the money just isn’t there for it now.”

However, she added: “As far as I’'m con-
cerned, I haven’t noticed much tension on the
estate recently. It definitely never worries me
to walk around anywhere here, it never has.
Maybe that’s just my attitude to things, Brian
used to say he worried about me at times.

“We are planning to get the residents’
association going again next year, as we
haven’t been able to do anything since
Covid-19. If word can get around, it might
kick off and start something else up.”



No.94 JANUARY 2023 WALTHAM FOREST ECHO

ARONA
JAMES

SOLICITORS

Specialist Divorce Lawyers
& Family Solicitors

¢ \We try and encourage settlement, avoid protracted court proceedings and cost,
and help you agree the terms of your separation. Talk to a member of our highly
experienced team - we are divorce and children law experts

¢ Family Law and children matters (Courts have moved to remote hearings), Wills and
Probate, Immigration EU applications and Nationality law

¢ Discount for all Wills and Lasting powers of attorney drafting for all NHS workers

Your local solicitors

No legal problem is too large or too small.
If it matters to you, then it matters to us.

ri‘\ ? 020 8175 5000 www.AronaStJames.co.uk
n 63 St James St, Walthamstow, London E17 7PJ

Immigration & family law specialists

We are regulated by the Solicitors Regulatory Authority number 619031

05 S LTS B M6,

CELEBRATIONS ON
SATURDAY 21 JANUARY 2023
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Homeless mothers report appalling
conditions in emergency hostels

by Josh Mellor, Local Democracy Reporter

Helen O’Grady (all images
courtesy of Helen O’Grady)

i
wo homeless mothers report
appalling conditions in the hostels
used as temporary accommoda-
tion by Waltham Forest Council.

They say they dealt with stained mattresses
with no sheets, possible bedbug infestations
and concerns about their children’s safety
from other residents.

While both families only became home-
less after their landlords decided to sell,
Waltham Forest Council says dwindling
supply and increased demand has made it
difficult to find homes locally.

Chingford mum Helen O’Grady, 41, and
her three young children were evicted on 16th
November and, in just over a month, were moved
between four different East London hostels.

She told the Local Democracy Reporting
Service she refused to stay at one hostel
after arriving to find stained mattresses
with no bedsheets and, in another, woke
up to find what she believes was a bedbug
crawling on her chest.

She said: “A clean room and dignity are
standard, even people in prisons have stan-
dards. Just because I'm homeless why am I
not entitled to the same stuff?”

Highams Park mum-of-two Katie was
evicted in 2018 and has been moved six times
in the years since, including a year-and-a-half
stint at an “unsuitable” Leytonstone hostel.

That move, in April last year, forced her
to send her teenage son away to live with
a relative, while her young daughter stayed
with her but was “petrified” by noise, sub-
stance abuse and “mad drama after drama”
in the hostel’s communal areas.

Katie said: “There were people who had
been in jail and other people from outside
would come in and out all the time.

“I had to call the police lots of times,
there was anti-social behaviour outside and
inside the building. It was getting worse and
worse... no-one was listening until they had
that court warning.”

Despite a council assessment eventually
deeming the place “unsuitable” for them, it
took a further two months and the threat of
court action through a solicitor before the
council found the family a flat in the borough.

A bare and stained mattress

She added: “Other temporary homes I
have seen have been horrible, it’s clean and
big and I’'m fortunate that I got it. I’ve gone
through hell in the last few years —it’s been
a struggle, such a struggle.”

Katie has been on the local council
housing waiting list for 14 years but compe-
tition is stiff. Last year, less than 700 council
homes were allocated to a waiting list of
more than 7,000 households.

The borough now has 9,699 council
homes, 458 less than in 2011, as some were
purchased through right-to-buy.

When contacted for comment, a council
spokesperson said it works hard to ensure
those at risk of homelessness have “a roof
over their head” while looking for suitable
settled accommodation.

A suspected bedbug
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They added: “We appreciate how stressful
the situation is for anyone in this position.
Local demand for housing is increasing, and
the supply of affordable properties is limited.

“We are pleased that Katie and her
family are happy and settled into their
new accommodation.”

The spokesperson did not comment on Hel-
en’s situation but called on the government to
support the building of more family homes
for social rent and to improve tenants’ rights
by “putting an end to no-fault evictions”.

They also claimed Waltham Forest Coun-
cil has “one of the best records” of building
social rent homes for families, providing
government figures showing that, in the last
three years, it delivered the sixth highest
number out of London’s 32 boroughs.

Three ‘local festivals’ planned
in next two summers

By Victoria Munro

“local festival” will take place

in Chingford or Leytonstone

next summer, as Waltham Forest

Council tests its plan to turn the
borough’s neighbourhoods into market-
able “destinations”.

Following the pilot festival next sum-
mer, two further festivals will be held in
Walthamstow and Leyton in the summer
of 2024.

A report prepared for council leaders last
month stated the festivals will “celebrate
the individuality of residents and the neigh-
bourhood”, while also drawing in visitors
and trade for creative businesses.

It adds that there is “an option to extend
to further dates and locations based on the
success of the pilot event”, as the current
plan means at least one of the four neigh-
bourhoods would not host a festival.

The report reads: “Using the festival to

engage local people][...] we provide a real-
world example of what is possible in their
neighbourhood, providing an experience
of what is to come in the future.”

The Leyton festival will take place in Cor-
onation Gardens at the same time as work
on the first phase of the Coronation Square
housing development is due to finish.

The first phase of construction will see
429 of the planned 750 homes built, along-
side a “health hub”, nursery, market square
and commercial units.

A “Walthamstow Fringe” festival will
take place in the same summer to launch
the council’s vision of the area as a “cultural
quarter”, which hinges heavily around the
opening of Soho Theatre Walthamstow in
the spring of that year.

Earlier this year, Walthamstow’s long-
running free summer festival — Waltham-
stow Garden Party — came to an abrupt
end without “any discussion or warning”.

Local festival Walthamstow Garden
Party was cancelled earlier this
year Credit Penny Dampier
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The profit-driven future of
Waltham Forest culture

by Victoria Munro

n ambitious plan hopes
to see council-owned
cultural sites become
profitable by handing
them over to “specialist providers”.

Waltham Forest Council owns
a number of cultural venues
around the borough, including
William Morris Gallery and
Vestry House.

This financial year, the coun-
cil’s culture and heritage budget
will see a predicted loss of more
than £5million, expected to grow
to £64.8m in the next decade.

A report prepared for coun-
cil leaders last month states the
council hopes a shift “away from
council-run spaces” towards
renting to external operators
will “remove operational costs
and generate surplus income”.

Its “long-term ambition” is
to use the revenue generated by
this strategy to create a local
fund for “culture, enterprise
and related activities delivered
in the borough”.

To prepare them for being
handed over, long-running
venues like Vestry House and
William Morris Gallery will be
“refreshed” and “revitalised” in
the coming years.

The revamp of William Morris
Gallery, due to complete at the
end of next year, aims to “diver-
sify its offer”, using its lawn
spaces for events “on a tempo-
rary or permanent basis”.

The report states the council
is considering “working with
partners to monetise Aveling
Field” and turning the Lloyd
Park lodge house into a William

Morris House offering “themed
stays for visitors”.

The Vestry House “revital-
isation”, while still in the early
stages of planning, could open
in spring 2024 and “bring new
life to the building”.

The council also hopes to
see currently unused sites like
One Hoe Street, Walthamstow
Assembly Hall and Chestnuts
House — whose guardianship
tenants were abruptly evicted this
year — come back into operation.

One Hoe Street is due to come
“back into use” next summer so
it can act “as an information
point for the cultural offer” bor-
ough-wide.

At the start of 2024, “there
is an opportunity”, the report
states, to see Chestnuts House in
Walthamstow “transformed from
a disused space into a vibrant
community”. Creative studio
space company Eat Work Art
have been shortlisted as potent-
ial operators.

In early 2025, the council
hopes to “bring Walthamstow
Assembly Hall back into life as a
cultural venue”, making “better
use of outdoor space”, adding a
cafe and bar and “creating addi-
tional units for trading”.

An entirely new venue, Tram-
works, will be created next door
to Soho Theatre Walthamstow
in summer 2025 by redeveloping
Hatherley Mews.

The report prepared for council
leaders mentions only a handful
of cultural sites located outside
of the Walthamstow area, which
it hopes to launch as a “cultural
quarter” at the start of 2024.

e

The Chingford Assembly Hall
could see a “meanwhile activa-
tion launch” early next year, in
which it would be handed over
to an operator for three or more
years “before the wider devel-
opment of the site takes place”.

The council states this would
“bring new life into the build-
ing, testing use cases and viabil-
ity for the future development”,
provide a “large-scale event and
performance space” while the
Walthamstow Assembly Hall
is unavailable and “support the
current food distribution com-
munity use of the space”.

The need to move the food
distribution hub out of Ching-
ford Assembly Hall so it could
be redeveloped was the reason a
Walthamstow community cen-
tre was threatened with eviction
earlier this year, although the
council U-turned after wide-
spread opposition.

In summer 2024, the first phase
of construction at the immense
Coronation Square housing
development in Leyton, due to
deliver 750 flats in total, is due
to complete.

The council sees the develop-
ment as “an excellent opportu-
nity to create a cultural site”,
envisioning a “market square”,
event space and a screen for
“art installations, films and
sport screening”.

Other projects anticipated
outside Walthamstow include
plans to “activate Leyton Sports
Pavilion” to “restore [the] iconic
heritage asset” by handing it over
to a specialist operator, expected
in the first half of 2025.

William Morris Gallery Credit ProfDEH/Wikimedia

Vocal Communities Credit Luax

Local V

——

otes for

Local Migrants

Angelo Da Costa Mengowako from
Vocal Communities on the campaign to
improve democracy in Waltham Forest

altham Forest is a
special place for me,
asamigrant born in
Angola who moved
to the UK as an inquisitive, polit-
ically conscious nine-year-old.

I feel our borough is one of the
most welcoming places in the UK
for migrants, whether they’re flee-
ing persecution or seeking a better
education or work. Those, like me,
who have grown up here are thank-
ful that the UK opened its borders
to people from around the world.

Our borough is one of the most
diverse in the country, with more
than half its residents coming from
a minority ethnic background. In
addition to 171,000 residents born
in the UK, our borough is home
to 51,000 European migrants and
55,000 from further afield. On
paper, it appears fair and equal
but, when polling stations open,
it’s a different story.

Despite legally calling our bor-
ough home, not everyone has the
same right to a say on who rep-
resents them and how their com-
munity functions. EU citizens retain
their right to democracy under the
Brexit agreement and Common-
wealth citizens — such as those in
the Windrush generation — can vote
thanks to the 1971 Immigration Act
but this is not the same for those of
us from other countries.

Thousands of Waltham Forest

residents who are citizens of large
swathes of South America, Africa
and Asia must “throw away” any
previous national identity to have
a voice in this country, regardless
of how long they have lived in
England. This demonstrates a defi-
cit in English democracy and it is
not the same everywhere in the UK.
If we cross the border into Wales
or Scotland, all legal residents, no
matter what country they were born
in, have the right to vote. England’s
failure to follow their example is
unfair and discriminatory.

Those of us in Waltham For-
est who migrated from countries
outside the EU and the Common-
wealth want to take part in our
society — and, in many ways, we
already do. According to Univer-
sity College London, immigrants
from outside the European Eco-
nomic Area contribute approx-
imately £5.2billion to the UK
economy every year, much of
which will be from non-Common-
wealth citizens living in England.

Regardless of our nationality,
those who have settled in Waltham
Forest deserve a seat at the table.
I encourage you to join the Local
Votes for Local Migrants cam-
paign and help us bring the same
democracy enjoyed by Scotland
and Wales here.

Find out more about the campaign
on: https:/lvocalcommunities.org/



No.94 JANUARY 2023 WALTHAM FOREST ECHO

Waltham Forest College @

\@ NEW COURSES
° January 2023

19+ Adults and 16-19 Young People:

Access to Higher Education § Barbering, Beauty and Hairdressing Eﬂ%-% oV lth K
; ; ; ; Farr il isit waltham.ac.uk or
Businessond Accounting] Comtruction | Computing &1
usiness and Accounting omputing F{'EE" ™ scan the QR code to applg
Employability Skills § English, Maths and ESOL [m] Tt
Hospitality & Culinary Arts jf Prince’s Trust Team Programme ADULTS MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO STUDY FOR FREE!

OPEN EVENT | HIGHER EDUCATION
Sat 28* January, 10am-2pm OPEN DAY

Guided Campus Tour [l Chat to Students and Staff Looking for support to transition to university?

Our new Higher Education courses are suitable for
. . 1 - ?’ °
Interactive Taster Events |l Presentation ‘What are T-Levels? adult learners who have completed their Level 3.

Admissions Guidance |l Apply for a Course

Join us on Sat 28* January, 10am-2pm for
information, advice and guidance.

O Visit waltham.ac.uk or

scan the QR code to register. O Visit waltham.ac.uk or

scan the QR code to register.

O 02085018501 @& myfuture@waltham.ac.uk (€) 707 Forest Road, E17 4JB
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Reggae disco celebrates
seven years

Matthew (right) with August guests Papa cotchie
and Melvina Moves Credit Jas Bhabra

even years ago, two friends started

a monthly disco to bring a cele-
bration of reggae to the borough.
Matthew Jones and Dan May

held the first General Echo in The Victoria
pub in Hoe Street and say the night was
originally “pretty low-key”.

university, and had bought a lot of records
over the years.

“After a few months, we realised it would
be quite boring if it was just us playing every
month and started inviting other people to
play. There’s a real wealth of selectors in Lon-
don who are passionate about this music.”

Explaining his years-long passion for
the genre, he said: “I think reggae is really
unique, so much incredible music has come
out of this tiny island in a relatively short
space of time.

“We’ve been doing the night for seven
years and every month I still hear things I've
never heard before that I think are amazing,.
Once you start getting into it, it seems to
be a bottomless well of treasure.”

The night is currently hosted in Waltham-
stow Trades Hall and Matthew added that
the venue is a “perfect home”.

He said: “Everyone that works there
basically volunteers trying to keep a venue
going that’s an asset to the

Since then, it has grown “O”lceyou start local community and wel-
enough to attract big names getting‘ into coming to everybody.
in the genre, including Dennis . “We want to keep General
Bovell, Don Letts and Tessa [reggael it seems Echo going as long as we can.
Pollitt, former bass guitarist for {0 be a bottomless We’re notin it to become D]Js
The Slits, playing this month. well Oftre asure” ourselves or do anything big-

Matthew told the Echo:
“Dan and I just wanted to start a little
night playing reggae tunes in a pub. We’re
both big fans of this music and used to
run a night in Leeds, where we went to

mmm Advertisement

ger or better than where it’s
got to now, we’re really happy with it.”

Find out more on Facebook and Ins-
tagram @generalechosound or Twitter
@gen_Echo_echo

ST. JAMES STREET
AT g6 LocaL

Programme
Manager

St James Street Big Local (SJSBL) is a lottery-funded, volunteer-led
community programme based in the St James Street area of Walthamstow,
working on projects to make it a better place to live for many years to come.

To help us achieve this, we are locking for a Programme Manager,; it's a
diverse role that involves juggling project and budget management, comms,
finance, admin, events and a lot of community capacity-building activities with
local volunteers and organisations. You'll be a self-starter with experience in
project and budget management.

In this role, you'll lead and be part of a team of friendly people passionate
about improving the local area. This is an excellent opportunity for someone
with strong connections to the area who wants to make a real difference and
play a vital role within a small and influential organisation. We particularly
welcome applications from people who have or can develop strong
connections to the local area and are from Black and Ethnic Minority and
Eastern European backgrounds.

To apply, please download the Job  Description  from
hitp:/fwww.stjamesbiglocal.co.uk/ and send a CV with a cover letter stating
how you meet each of the criteria in the Person Specification to
stjamesbiglocal@gmail.com. The deadline is 9 January 2023 at Midday.
Interviews for those shortlisted will take place the week commencing 16
January 2023.

Kerry Jackson
Credit Marc Brenner

Krry Jackson at the
National Theatre

Tom Phillips reviews a new play set in
a Walthamstow tapas restaurant

t’s fair to say that Walthamstow has
changed a bit in the last few decades.
Those changes provide the backdrop for
April De Angelis’s enjoyable, if shallow,
new comedy — in which avatars of the old
and the new Walthamstow meet, bicker and
find small moments of human connection.

The setting is the tapas restaurant recently
opened by the titular Kerry (Fay Ripley)
in Walthamstow Village. (“Walthamstow
Village Borders”, someone corrects her,
indicating that any resemblance to a certain
real-life Orford Road institution stops at
the decor of the nicely detailed set.)

Kerry’s a proud working class woman still
chasing the dream of Thatcher-era aspi-
ration but things aren’t going smoothly at
El Barco. Costs are high; footfall is low;
her antique fridge could get the place shut
down on health and safety grounds; and she
doesn’t actually know much about Spanish
cuisine. Croquettes? She’s had a few.

The narrative spark is provided by Ker-
ry’s combative relationship with Stephen
(Michael Gould), a widowed middle-class
academic with a store of Guardian-
approved opinions and a bundle of unpro-
cessed grief. As his worldview and Kerry’s
clash, they first trade barbs before — inevi-
tably — tumbling into bed.

The play works better as broad, bawdy
comedy than as a deeper examination of
the issues it wants to raise. Serious topics
are picked up and then discarded, often
jarringly. It wants to say something about
gentrification but struggles, because it’s
unsure which —if any — of its characters are

actually gentrifiers. Kerry, an Essex trans-
plant funding the venture with her mum’s
Right To Buy money, is awkwardly posi-
tioned as both sides of the debate, which
fizzles out before it starts.

And as an examination of modern Brit-
ain’s class schisms (rendered here mostly as
matters of taste, not economics) it would
be more convincing if its cast were liberated
from stereotypes. When one character ends
up voicing the play’s weirdly depressing
message — that the classes are so divided
they should simply never mix — it feels like a
conclusion reached only because the deck’s
been stacked by a script which prioritises
punchlines over plausibility.

What saves it is that those punchlines are
plentiful, solid and delivered energetically
by an engaging cast. Anchoring it is Ripley’s
barnstorming turn as Kerry, a woman with
zero filters who unapologetically pursues
what she wants and wears other people’s
disapproval like armour. The Cold Feet star
is clearly having a ball in her return to the
stage and it’s down to her that we can care
about Kerry’s dreams, even as she reveals
herself to often be a nightmare. Among the
rest of the cast, Madeline Appiah and Kitty
Hawthorne do good work finding layers
of humanity in otherwise one-note roles.

It’s an entertaining evening and worth it
for Ripley’s performance — even if you’re
left with the frustrating feeling that a more
satisfying meal could have been assembled
from these raw ingredients.

Read our interview with playwright April
De Angelis on the Echo website.
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Man who killed over
restaurant row jailed

man who stabbed
someone to death after
being asked to leave a
Leytonstone restaurant
was jailed for life last month.

Aturas Kurpis, a 39-year-old
from Limehouse, was sentenced
to life imprisonment — of which
he must spend at least 21 years in
jail — on 9th December.

The court heard that, on
5th November, Kurpis went to
the same restaurant as Paulius
Karalius and his girlfriend
and began “behaving badly”
while drunk, snatching the
microphone from a singer.

After Paulius told him to leave,
Kurpis called someone at the
restaurant — with the phone held
up on speakerphone —and loudly
threatened to stab him, according
to witnesses that night.

Kurpis later confronted Paulius
outside his girlfriend’s home in
Limehouse and stabbed him in
the chest with a kitchen knife.

Aturas Kurpis
Credit Metropolitan Police

Paulius was rushed to hospital
but died six days later.
Detective Chief Inspector Neil
John said: “Kurpis is a man with
a history of violence who has
previously carried out numerous
assaults and has served time in
prison for a knife offence.

“In contrast, Paulius Karalius
was a man of good character who
was just spending a Friday night
out with his girlfriend.

“Kurpis was drunk, but his
intent that night was clear. He
threatened to stab Paulius in
a phone call, went to his flat,
armed himself with a knife and
then went downstairs to do
bloody murder.

“Kurpis has been found guilty
and I am sure that London will
be a better place with him behind
bars for a long time, but this will
only be a small consolation to
the family and friends of Paulius.

“This is another young life lost
to a senseless scourge of knife
crime and the loss will never leave
those affected.”

While released on bail as offi-
cers continued to investigate,
Kurpis fled London and was even-
tually tracked down at an address
in Dartford, where he was arrested
on suspicion of murder.

Chingford woman almost
lured ex to his death

Chingford woman was

found guilty of try-

ing to murder her ex-

boyfriend after acciden-

tally returning to the crime scene.
Shannon Rule, a 22-year-old from
Ashwood Road, arranged to meet her
ex near his Morden home on 22nd
June to discuss threatening texts he
had received from her new partner.

Unbeknownst to the 25-year-old | |

victim, this man, 23-year-old Daniel
Gaudin from Waltham Cross, came
with her and shot him several times
in a “horrific broad daylight attack”

Gaudin and Rule fled but, after
getting lost in the unfamiliar streets,
accidentally doubled back on them-
selves and were arrested by officers
guarding the scene.

Detective Inspector lain Wallace
said: “Our thoughts foremost are
with the young man, whose life was
changed in an instant following
a shocking and utterly needless act
of wanton violence, born out of
Gaudin’s sheer jealousy and insecurity.

“He had no idea of what would
unfold that day and the terrible

il - E.
Shannon Rule, a 22-year-old from
Chingford Credit Met Police

injuries he sustained will mean he
needs assistance for the rest of his
life. Gaudin and Rule will now pay
the price for their ruthless, calculated
attack with their freedom.”

Rule claimed she had no idea
what Gaudin had planned but a jury
heard she sent multiple texts to her
ex, warning him her new partner
had a gun.

She was found guilty of attempted
murder at Kingston Crown Court
on 22nd December, while Gaudin
pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing.

The pair are due to be sentenced
at the same court on 19th January.

mmmm Advertisement

London’s First Free College

FREE SHORT
COURSES

at our Tottenham and Enfield centres

Study a FREE course designed to help you get a job or
move into a new career.

Online and face-to-face options, with support to help
you achieve your ambitions.

* ESOL

e Childcare

* Counselling

* Beauty Therapy

* Computing and IT

* Business & Professional Services
* and many more other subject areas'

BOOK NOW

conel.ac.uk/freecourses | 020 8442 3055

The College of /

Haringey, Enfield
and North East London

All courses
up to Level 2
and short courses

up to Level 3 are

part of
Capital City
College Group
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Map shows 26 sites set for new towers by 2035

by Victoria Munro

new map reveals all 26 sites

where Waltham Forest Council

hopes to see tower blocks built.

The council submitted the

map of sites for “tall buildings” as part of

its latest bid to have its Local Plan, a doc-

ument shaping future housing and other

development, approved by the government’s
Planning Inspectorate.

The draft plan was sent back to the coun-
cil earlier this year, after inspectors raised
concerns about its ambition to see 27,000
new homes built by 2035, an average of
around 1,800 every year.

The map shows the majority of sites
for tall buildings — defined as towers of
ten or more storeys — are concentrated in
the south of the borough, with only three
located north of the North Circular.

Walthamstow

The Blackhorse Lane area is one of the
council’s most important locations for new
housing, with the potential for up to 3,700
new homes.

The largest development proposed within
the site, although a planning application
has yet to be submitted, could see eight
towers, ranging from 27 to 38 storeys, built
at Uplands Business Park.

Of the sites on the council’s “tall build-
ings” map, some have already received
planning permission, including two oppo-
site each other in Forest Road.

These are an eleven-storey building on the
site of the former Wood Street Library and
eight flat blocks on the former Homebase
site, ranging from four to 18 storeys tall.

Construction has already started on
the immense towers — 34 and 26 sto-
reys high — planned at The Mall (now
known as 17& Central) site in the centre
of town.

Other sites earmarked for tall towers
include the Sainsbury’s and Wilkos in
the High Street, St James Quarter and
Walthamstow Central Station.

Sites identified for tall buildings

Locations suitable for tall buildings
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Leyton
The second largest site for new homes set
out in the draft Local Plan is at New Spital-
fields Market in Leyton, where the council
expects to see up to 2,750 new homes.
The current market, the largest in the
UK, has occupied the site since the early
1990s but is expected to move to a new
home in Dagenham by 2026.

Elsewhere in Leyton, “flagship regener-
ation project” Coronation Square, which
will deliver 750 new homes at the Score
Centre site, is already well into its first
phase of construction.

Other sites that are already underway
include the controversial Lea Bridge Sta-
tion development and hundreds of homes
at Lea Bridge Gasworks.

Potential sites include almost 2,000 new
homes at Leyton Mills Retail Park, 1,250
at an industrial site in Auckland Road
and 700 each at Low Hall Depot and an
industrial site in Estate Way.

Leytonstone

In Leytonstone, the biggest development is
the plans for the Whipps Cross Hospital site,
which received outline planning permission for
up to 1,500 new homes in November last year.

However, the High Road Tesco and
adjoining sites, including the McDonalds
and Moreia Welsh Presbyterian Church,
could make way for up to 1,100 new homes.

While a planning application has yet to
be submitted, around 600 new homes are
likely to be built on the Avenue Road estate
and Thorne Close.

Other sites are Joseph Ray Road, Church
Lane car park and the Matalan site. An indus-
trial site in Howard Road is also set to be
redeveloped and, while no new houses are
currently suggested, the draft plan notes the
potential for “the introduction of other uses”.

Chingford and Highams Park

The borough’s northern area has been far
more resistant to tall buildings, with some
Conservative local councillors previously
claiming anything above three storeys would
harm its “quaint, semi-rural” character.

There are far fewer sites earmarked for tall
buildings past the North Circular, although
each one represents hundreds of new homes
and will likely provoke fierce opposition.

In Highams Park, the Sainsbury’s car
park in Walthamstow Avenue has been put
forward as potentially accommodating up
to 430 new homes.

The Morrisons supermarket and car-
park could see 270 new homes, according
to the draft plan, while the Motorpoint
in Sewardstone Road could make way for
385 new homes.

To find out more about the draft Local
Plan, visit the council’s website here:
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/planning-and-
building-control/planning-policyllocal-plan

Third plan to redevelop The Standard approved

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

lans to replace Walthamstow’s

iconic former music venue The

Standard, adding a 272-room

“shared-living” development, were
approved last month.

On 6th December, Waltham Forest’s plan-
ning committee greenlit developer Scape’s
proposal for a nine-storey building opposite
Blackhorse Road Station.

The site was, until 2011, home to a
venue known as The Standard and the

council has previously approved two appli-
cations to redevelop it, both of which
failed to materialise.

Most recently, planning permission for
a new venue and 300 “co-living” flats
was awarded in 2020 to The Collective,
which went into administration less than
a year later.

Committee members voted unanimously
in favour of Scape’s application, with chair
Jenny Gray urging the company not to “go
out of business” before completion.

The plans include a basement venue with
a capacity of around 500, an open-plan

workspace, lounge and reception on the
ground floor and 272 private bedrooms
and kitchenettes above.

The scheme contains no affordable hous-
ing, meaning final approval will only come
after the council has finalised a Section 106
agreement with Scape, requiring them to
help fund affordable flats elsewhere.

Scape argued that, even without afford-
able housing, the scheme will make a £6.9m
loss due to the £779,000 cost of buying the
land. However, a one-off £500,000 payment
has been agreed as the council’s consultant
believes the scheme will be “in surplus™.

The rooms, each 20—27sqm large, will con-
tain a bathroom, small kitchen, double bed
and “generous storage space”. Each floor
will also have two shared outdoor terraces
and an indoor “breakout space”.

The report notes that the communal
kitchen size is “limited” but that refreshment
bars on the ground and first floor would
“reduce any pressure”.

On its website, Scape describes itself as
a student accommodation company that
already runs six sites in London. Studios
at its Wembley site are on the market for
£1,100—£1,400 per month.
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course to start in
HJanuary or a guaranteed
' place for September;
come and see us on
Friday 6th January at

our VIP day.
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COMMENT

Councillor comment - Cllr
Miriam Mirwitch, Hoe Street

e

t’s been about six months
since [ was elected as a Labour
and Co-operative councillor
for Hoe Street ward and it’s
a privilege to serve this diverse,
generous and vibrant community.

I and my fellow councillors,
Ahsan Khan and Andrew Dixon,
have a lot to be proud of in our
area, from the Waltham Forest Hub
and the beautiful St. Mary’s Church
to community organisations like
Walthamstow Toy Library and
Church Hill Road Gardners.

A particular jewel in our ward

— and indeed our borough —
is Vestry House Museum. So
many residents enjoy its rich
archives, informative exhibitions
and beautiful gardens and I
am immensely thankful for the
wonderful volunteers, community
groups and staff who support it.

This is why I want to reassure
residents that Waltham Forest
Council has no plans to close
Vestry House. In fact, the council
is committed to more investment,
new partnerships and work to

Cllr Miriam Mirwitch Credit Jas Bhabra
make the building more accessible.
This project is a really exciting
opportunity to ensure that a
wonderful asset in our borough
can be enjoyed by even more of
our community.

The current building and
archives are unfortunately
inaccessible to many residents
with disabilities. Additionally,
the current collection of objects
stops in the 1950s. There is a rich
and diverse modern history in
Waltham Forest that we want to

also see reflected in and expressed
at Vestry House.

The council is currently work-
ing with community groups and
heritage experts to draw together
some options for the future. They
have been meeting with local
historians, volunteers and more.

As councillors we want to
make sure that residents’ voices
are heard front and centre in this
process and we’ll be working hard
to make sure that your concerns
are heard and addressed. There
will be a consultation this spring
where even more residents can
share their thoughts and you
can also send questions and
feedback directly to vestry@
assemblestudio.co.uk.

The history of our borough
deserves to be celebrated and
its future looks bright too,
especially with Soho Theatre
Walthamstow and a new lido
on its way soon. I’m so proud
to live in Waltham Forest and to
be able to work to support our
incredible community.

—— Advertisement

LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice of Application for
a New Premises Licence

LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice of Application for
a New Premises Licence

Notice is hereby given that Climpson & Sons Ltd.
has applied to the London Borough of Waltham
Forest for the grant of a Premises Licence at: Unit
2 & 3 Argall Works, 7 Argall Avenue, Leyton,
London, E10 7QE. The nature of the application is
as follows:

Notice is hereby given that L McCoy Drinks Limited
has applied to the London Borough of Waltham Forest
for the grant of a Premises Licence at Luke’s Cider
Tap, Unit 3 The Georgian Village,100 Wood Street
E17 3HX. The nature of the application is as follows:

* The sale of alcohol for consumption on & off
the premises Tuesday to Saturday from10:00-
21:30; opening hours Tuesday to Saturday
from 10:00-22:00

* Supply of alcohol OFF the P
Daily 24 hours ONLINE only

* Hours premises open for collections only:
07:00-18:00, Monday to Friday’s

The Licensing register listing full details of the
application is kept by the Licensing Service, Waltham
Forest Town Hall, Fellowship Square, Walthamstow,
London E17 4JF. The application may be viewed
Monday to Friday between the hours of 9am — 5pm
(except Bank Holidays).

The Licensing register listing full details of the
application is kept by the Licensing Service, Town Hall,
Fellowship Square, Forest Road, London E17 4JF. The
application may be viewed Monday to Friday between
the hours of 9am — 5pm (except Bank Holidays).

Any person wishing to make a representation in
respect of the above activities may do so in writing
to the Licensing Service, Waltham Forest Town Hall,
Fellowship Square, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF or
via email: Licensing@walthamforest.gov.uk.

Any person wishing to make a representation in
respect of the above activities may do so in writing to
the Licensing Service, Town Hall, Fellowship Square,
Forest Road, London E17 4JF.

Representations must be received no later than

12th January 2023. Representations must be received no later than:

11 January 2023.
It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a
false statement in connection with this application.
A person is liable to an unlimited fine on conviction
should such a false statement be made.

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a
false statement in connection with this application.
A person is liable to an unlimited fine on conviction
should such a false statement be made.

If you need to advertise your
licence application, your local
paper will help you with that:

Email maia@socialspider.com
Call 07711 057 096

mmm Advertisement

barbican

*‘5{-0#‘* Supporied wiing public funding by
$ = | ARTS COUNCIL
“u® | ENGLAND

LEYTONSTONE
LOVES FILM
COMMUNITY

FUND

" Got an idea for a film related project?

Applications are now open for grants between £250 -
£5000 for projects that celebrate the magic of the
movies and how they help us connect.

Visit barbican.org.uk/Ilf-fund to apply, for support
with your application and to find out more.

Waltham Forest
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AROUND THE BOROUGH

HIGHAMS PARK

Vision for revived cinema unveiled

An artist’s impression
of the new cinema

edit Mammoth Capital -
e S
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by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

ew plans to redevelop

the Regal Cinema

building in Highams

Park were unveiled
last month.

Locals formed a queue at Hale
End Library on 5th December to
see the latest proposals for the his-
toric building in Hale End Road,
which has sat unused since 20135.

Developer Mammoth Capi-
tal wishes to build a six-storey

T

. L
!

building with 33 one and two-
bed “high quality” flats, with a
cinema, foyer and café on the
ground floor.

The developer’s presentation
adds: “The proposed elevations
have been designed to appear as if
they step up from the subservient
surrounding low-rise buildings.

“A sympathetic extension,
that wraps around the existing
facade, further reinforces The
Regal as a local landmark.”

Residents looking at the
designs said they are keen to see

a local cinema brought back to
life, although a representative of
the developer said no operator
has yet committed to running it.

Local resident Gemma said:
“We’re really positive about the
whole thing — we would rather
see something rather than noth-
ing. I hope they build it.”

The building opened in 1911 as
Highams Park Electric Theatre
and was renamed The Regal Cin-
ema in 1935. Its Art Deco-style
facade was added when it was
partly rebuilt in 1935.

It continued to operate as a the-
atre until 1971, later becoming a
bingo hall, snooker hall, bar and
nightclub before being “repos-
sessed” and “left vacant” in 2015.

Planning permission to rede-
velop The Regal with 30 flats
above was first granted in 2018,
on the condition that the cinema
must be in use before the final
eight flats could be sold. Two
years later, a committee agreed
Mammoth could reduce this
condition to five flats.

LEYTON

Second GP

Leyton GP practice is in
special measures after
failing to provide care

“in a timely way” or treat its
patients with “kindness, respect
and compassion”.

The government’s health
watchdog — the Care Quality
Commission (CQC) — rated
Francis Road Medical Centre
“inadequate” on 1st December,
after an inspection in September.

The GP practice treats around
6,900 patients and is the second
in Leyton this year to be slammed
by the CQC, as Crawley Road
Medical Centre is currently on
its last chance to improve or risk
closure [#93, p15].

Francis Road Medical Centre
was last inspected in 2017, while
run by a different provider, when
it was given the CQC’s second
highest rating of “good”.

Jane Ray, CQC deputy direc-
tor for London, said: “Standards
of care at Francis Road Medical
Centre were below those people
have a right to expect.

“This includes a failure to
ensure people could access care
and treatment in a timely way.

risks closure this year

“We also found people were
treated with a lack of kindness,
respect and compassion, and peo-
ple’s complaints weren’t always
used to improve the care provided.

“We are keeping Francis Road
Medical Centre under close
review and we will not hesitate
to take further action if we are
not assured it has made signifi-
cant improvement.”

The routine inspection also
found “appropriate standards of

Francis Road Medical Centre
Credit Google Streetview

cleanliness and hygiene were not
met” at the practice.

However, the report acknowl-
edged that the practice was
attempting to improve and
“routinely reviewed the effec-
tiveness and appropriateness of
the care provided”.

Francis Road Medical Centre
will be inspected again in March
next year and risks being shut
down or suspended if “insufficient
improvements have been made”.

WALTHAMSTOW

Charity fundraising
to replace mother’s
stolen bike

Pepsi Monderoy James
Credit WIILMA

local arts charity hopes
to raise enough money
to replace a struggling

Walthamstow family’s only
form of transport.

On 27th November, Pepsi
Monderoy James discovered
the theft of the cargo bike she
and her two young children
rely on to get around.

She told arts non-profit

WIILMA she worked hard
to save up money for the
second-hand bike and that
the disruption had left her
child with special needs
“regularly inconsolable”.

Now WIILMA, based in
Uplands Industrial Estate, is
trying to raise around £2,500
from the community to buy
Pepsi a new bike.

A spokesperson told the
Echo: “Pepsi couldn’t be a
more deserving person. She
has a background in trauma
and crisis intervention support
and cares deeply for others.

“We think it is a realistic and
achievable amount if enough
people pitch in a small amount
and every penny raised will go
to Pepsi and her family.”

Donate to the fundraiser
here: justgiving.com/
crowdfundinglhelpreplace
stolentransportbikedsenchild

LEYTONSTONE

Flats on top of existing
estate approved

by Josh Mellor,
Local Democracy Reporter

lans to build new

flats on top of an

existing estate were

reluctantly approved
by councillors last month.

The proposals, approved on
6th December, allow devel-
oper Southern Territory to add
ten flats to three three-storey
buildings in Brockway Close.

Several unhappy estate
residents urged the council’s
planning committee to reject
the scheme, arguing the exten-
sions would affect their light,
privacy and safety.

Resident Noah Blackmore
said he was “extremely con-
cerned” about the loss of
light to his home, which he
suggested the planning report
only “vaguely” mentions.

Southern Territory’s owner
Tas Alexandru and planning
agent Jerry Bell argued that

“only nine” windows would
see a 20—30% loss of light,
which is considered a “minor
impact” in planning terms.

Councillors heard from
planning officers that, as
a permitted development pro-
posal, the plans could only be
rejected if they failed a “tech-
nical assessment”.

Assistant director of man-
agement and building control
Justin Carr added: “We consid-
ered that the impact on the street
scene and character of the area
is not harmful and certainly not
sufficient to justify refusal.”

The committee voted in
favour, saying the planning laws
introduced by the government
in 2020 gave them no choice.

Committee chair Jenny
Gray said: “I know that resi-
dents will be disappointed but
we are constrained in what we
can do. We can’t find any valid
reason to refuse this [...] but
thanks for coming.”
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Under new management

David O’Driscoll
interviews the
new face behind
his local team

n football, as in life, the only

constant is change. You find

a team, get attached, pick

a favourite player or two
and even learn to appreciate the
manager and then, in the blink of
an eye, it’s a different beast entirely.
This is what has happened for fans
of Walthamstow FC.

After the club’s runaway success
last season, they had a shaky
start in the new Southern Central
League and, to the surprise
of many of the fans, shed their
former management duo — John
Mackie and Terry Spillane — as
“performances have not been at
the level expected”. What’s more,
at a recent game [ attended, I
spotted just one player from last
season’s team on the pitch.

I caught up with the new man in
charge, Nicky Ironton, to get his
thoughts and learn more about
him. Ironton had a lengthy playing
career, starting as a professional
at Queens Park Rangers, and
boasts an extraordinary non-
league managerial pedigree with
success at a long list of clubs. He
guided Welwyn Garden City to the
playoffs last season until they were
informed at the last minute that
their ground was not up to the
required standard for promotion

Nicky Ironton
Credit Andrzej Perkins

and, as a result, promptly resigned.
He had numerous offers but
wanted some time out of the game
before accepting Walthamstow. “I
was impressed by the club’s ambition
and fan base,” he told me. “The fact
that they get up to 500 per game is
excellent at this level. I felt I could
not turn down this opportunity.”
Describing his strategy, [ronton
said: “I like my teams to play on
the front foot, attacking football.
I am not a fan of the long ball
game.” He has coached at all

levels, including youth football,
and believes that a crucial aspect of
his success is having the right team
around him. It’s clear he knows
what works, as he helped start the
careers of some top ex-Premier
League players, including Dave
Kitson and Craig Mackail-Smith.

Ironton believes it’s not too late
for Stow to get into the playoffs
this season, arguing that this
is “where [the club] should be”.
He acknowledges the challenge
he faces and the massive turnover
of players since he arrived and, as
a result, is still searching for that
missing ingredient. “I feel it’s not
far away now,” he said. “This is a
good team we are building here.
We are just outside the playoffs
and it’s a long season.”

If there is anyone who knows how
to get Walthamstow promoted, it
must be Ironton, as one of the
most experienced and managers
in the non-league. Wherever he
has gone, he has enjoyed success
and knows the Southern Central
League well. Fans can be confident
that the club is in good hands.

We would like
to shout a BIG
THANK YOU to
all the amazing
advertisers who
enabled us to
publish the Echo
throughout 2022!

If you are interested
in advertising with

us scan the QR
code, send your
details to us, and
we will follow up!

Or email klaudia@
socialspider.com

mmm Advertisement

SINRATYOUR
JOURNEY TOA
HEALTHIER YOU

BETTER GYM WALTHAMSTOW STADIUM

Whether you’re taking your first steps on
your fitness journey or you’re looking to stay
in shape, you’ll find everything you need.

Join the movement at
better.org.uk/walthamstow-stadium
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WE NEED YOUR RELP

WE ARE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO CAN HELP SUPPORT US TO PRODUCE
MORE HIGH-QUALITY LOCAL JOURNALISM IN WALTHAM FOREST

- We have NO shareholders - Every penny of income from the Echo helps us
- We have NO wealthy backers deliver more journalism in Waltham Forest

- We are run by a small but dedicated team as part - The paper costs nearly £6,000 per month to
of a not-for-profit community interest company produce and distribute, but monthly income is

- We hold authority to account, expose scandals, under £5,000 currently

highlight inequality, promote good causes, and - We currently have 262 supporters who contribute
provide a platform for local people around 23% of our income, but we need more!

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options, starting from £3 per month, depending
on your ability to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. Local
businesses and charities can also sign up and, for as little as £10 per month, access discounts on advertising.

Find out more at: walthamforestecho.co.uk/membership

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS

Chris Lemin, Darrel | ybell, David iner, David il Dexter Coles, Graham Millington, Jean Duggleby, Michael Grimshaw, Roland Karthaus, Renetta Neal, Graham Larkbey, Paul Schneider, Megan
Lucero, Deri Jones, Scott Davies, Abigail Woodman, Pat Stannard, Lee Mitchell, lan Cadogan, Madeleme Munday, Irena Souroup, Paul Scaife, Jon Dalladay, Community Counts UK, Esther Neslen, Saradadevii
Hull-Jurkovic, Claire Weiss, George Clarke, Ben Marlow, Creative Works, Carmen Trachenk Ley Clem Cowton, Linda Ridgers-Waite, Cranston Watts, Rachael Castell, Hewing Wittare,

Stephanie Waterman, Martin Riches, Hugh Grant Peterkin, Alke Schmidt, Keith Segal, Daniel Stanley, Ray Love, Sarah Fairbairn, Sarah Jones, Bob Sullivan, Daniel Garay, Jo Pinney, Andrew Diamond, Julian e ————

Richards, James Wragg, Roland Zell, Jawed Akhtar, Miranda Grell, Meera Chadha, Katherine Green, Shona Mackintosh, Jean Anderson, Laonikos Psimikakis, Joanna Moncrieff, Steve Cushion, Namir Shabibi, W

David Boote, Lawrence Walker, Mary Burnett, Manuel Arroyo-Kalin, Deborah Nash, Andrew Boyd, Florent Lassalle, The Digital Story Company, Lora Parkes, Tiffany-Louise Bird, Sarah McCulloch, Amy Rixon, EG sTREET w‘lls
Steve Lambert, Helen Weighell, Ines Nastali, Holly Wilkins, Steve Roffey, Ruth ith, Kate icz, Kizzy i Lydia Noon, Douglas Saltmarshe, Louis Wallinger, Peter Brennan, Paul Perkins, Mark

and Laura McCormack, Anne McKenna, Clare Thomas, Tom Thompson, Barbara Korner, Roland Rance & Inbar Tamari, Tamsin Green, Lucy Birchenough, Sam Brewster, Carolyn Difalco, Jonathan Weymer, Miriam
Ceribelli, Maura Wilding, Paul Dart, Allyiah Walcott, Philip Hall, Debra Antwi, Amer Saad, Flora Fyfe-Graham, Steven Scorer, Eduardo Regalado, Andrew Johns, Alis Templeton, Mary Logan, Claire Lee Shepherd,
John Field, Thomas Greenhill, Robert Bell, Claudia Hillaire, Sylvia Sullivan, Marisa Takom, Mike Lanchin, Ben Holt, Annie Constable, Doreen Harding, Martin Goodsell, Jo Fletcher, Darren Kneller, Salaheddin
AbuEin, George T Goodchild, William Slater, Adam Shone, Jill Hasler, Paul Clements, Alexandra Martinelli, Tom Penn, Mette Isaksen, Tony Lawlor, Thomas Ableman, Matt Bennett, Wendy Wood, Gary Anderson, q

Jamie Smyth, Andrew Prescott, Bryony Forde, Matthew Rodriguez, Dara Maguire, John Hugill, Joseph Clift, Akhtarul Haque, Victoria Crabb, Richard Hughes, Michael Campbell, Carole Sturdy, Jane McCormick, BIG PE“ “Y
Jon Seymour Jr, Alex Wilson, Richard Campbell, Ben Plant, Rossalyn Warren, Saskia Rombach, Gail Courtney, Ruth Kosminsky, Ryan de Ste Croix, Chris Radley, Scott Rodgers, Louisa Ackermann, Ollie Daw, " "

Justin Tilley, Carl Antbring, Felicity Hall, Tristan Moyle, Mary Seabrook, Joyce Quarrie, Simon Cook, Leonora Peralta, Elaine Hoctor, Jennifer Crampton, James Mayne, Rob Plant, Ciaran O’Connor, Peter Baker, \-) socl AL

Tanja Nielsen, Darren Lawrence, Emily Emmott, Roger Huddle, Dan Browne, Sophy Harper, Adrian Stannard, Lily Nelson, Sonia Fletcher, Terence Button-Sands, Ellie Dawes, Derrick Hibbett, Justina Forristal, Bﬂmc b\fr CEC” " ~

David Cato, Anne Strudwick, Mark Brown, Philip Wray, Nick Dovey, Christina Caré, Jon Parker-Dean, Sophie & John deGraft-Johnson, Rhod Morgan, Steve Bloomfield, Abigail Ross, Ruth Parmessur, Albert

Carter-Phillips, Linda Green, Claire Hambleton, Clive Power, Amy Keegan, Lesley Finl; Lewis Robil hew Wyatt, David O’Driscoll, Andrew Cole, Paul Gasson, Tom Belger, Irena Chudzio, Angela
Shek, John Leeming, Mike Bartlett, Fiona Johnson, Delroy Peters, Anoushka Huntington-Bowles, Natasha McFadzean, Louise Krzan, Daniel Diana Wellings, Simon Tt Alistair Scott, Niklas
Friedberg, Angie Tillyer, Helen Porter, Sybil Ritten, Rob Skipwith, James Baines, Graham Norman, Alex Maws, Richard Bagley, Sharon Matthews, Rosio Cafarelli, John Gilbert, Roy Sutton, Matt Button, Karen
Ruddock, Fatemah Abidi, Alistair Scott, Jane Tilson, Liam Jones, Sarah Jones, Hilda Varley, Emily Parsonage, Elisa Williams, Monica Westin, Lisa Lisker, Jason Halverson, Caramel Quin and David McDade

Finangial Flamning




